
 

Welcome to the 30th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the 
Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, 
and education center dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and California 
native plants. This a report for March 23, 2012. New reports will be posted each 
Friday through the end of May. 

We had a significant amount of rainfall last weekend, but was it too little, too late? 
I guess that is up to mother nature. We’ll have to wait and see what happens with 
the fickle little flowers. 
 
Up the coast in western Santa Barbara County, ceantothus is in peak flower at 
the Burton Mesa Ecological Area with splashes of deep blue (Ceanothus 
impressus) and lavender (Ceanothus cuneatus var. fascicularis). Both species of 
endemic manzanitas, sand mesa manzanita (Arctostaphylos rudis) and La 
Purisima manazanita (Arctostaphylos purissima) are also in full flower. Good 
places to find these plants are along Harris Grade Road north of Lompoc, on the 
Burton Mesa Preserve and at La Purisima State Historical Park.  Other plants 
coming into flower include the endemic Lompoc wallflower (Erysimum capitatum 
var. lompocense) and prickly phlox (Linanthus californicus). 
 
Although not as spectacular as in past years, the sky lupines (Lupinus nanus) 
and tufted poppies (Eschscholzia caespitosa) have started to flower on the 
Figueroa Mountain Road in the Los Padres National Forest.  Best displays can 
be seen on the shale talus about 1 mile east of the Ranger Station. 
 
Further north at Pinnacles National Monument, the flowers are few now, but 
reportedly just coming into bloom. In the weeks to come it may be quite 
spectacular. There are lupines (Lupinus sp.), Indian warrior (Pedicularis 
densiflora), shooting stars (Dodecatheon sp.), wallflowers (Erysimum capitatum), 
goldfields (Lasthenia gracilis), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum) along the 
popular High Peaks Trail. Keep a heads up too for a rare sighting of a condor. 
 
Across the Valley in the southern Sierra foothills Spring has finally decided to 
come to the party. Along Highway 198 through Three Rivers and into Sequoia & 
Kings Canyon National Parks, there is a colorful array of red, white and blue. The 
vivid pink-red of the western redbud (Cercis occidentalis), along with white 
flowering deerbrush (Ceanothus cuneatus), and blue flowered bush lupine 
(Lupinus albifrons) are flag waving their colors.   
 
The Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve has had one of the driest winters 
on record, even with last weekend’s rainfall. There are poppy plants though, and 
they can be easily seen standing out in the otherwise brown landscape. Some of 
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the plants are still immature, but do have buds. Others are just starting to bloom. 
As you are driving the road into the park, look to the west as you approach the 
kiosk and there is a small field of flowering poppies (Eschscholzia californica). 
Look for poppies too at the junction of the Antelope Trail North Loop and the 
Lightning Bolt Trail. The Poppy Trail South Loop    has some  goldfields 
(Lasthenia gracilis) mixing it up with the poppies, but the usual extensive show of 
goldfields is not happening this year. Along the Tehachapi Vista Point Trail, the 
grape soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus) is looking and smelling nice. Well worth 
the hike out to see them.  

Heading east to Joshua Tree National Park you will still find color in the washes 
and canyons in the Cottonwood Basin. Search the canyon walls for a real nice 
displays of yellow bladderpod (Peritoma arborea), the red flowering chuparosa 
(Justicia californica), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) and desert mallow 
(Sphaeralcea ambigua). Fragrant chia (Salvia columbariae) is also having a 
respectable bloom in the whole southern portion of the park. There are carpets of 
coreopsis (Coreopsis spp.) south of the White Tank campground and Joshua 
Trees (Yucca brevifolia) are flowering at Black Rock and Keys View.  
 
The area around the Desert Lily Sanctuary on Hwy 177 approximately 8 miles 
north of Desert Center has an array of wildflowers in the scattered sandy swales. 
The BLM and NPS hosted a weed pulling event last week, and the flower show 
was really spectacular according to participants. Especially showy are the desert 
lilies (Hesperocallis undulata). Patches of sand verbena (Abronia sp.), evening 
primrose (Oenothera spp.) and many other annuals are located near the 
Preserve. 

 

http://www.nps.gov/jotr/


 
Mustard removal ―party‖ and wildflowers at the Desert Lily Sanctuary – photos by Jennifer Taylor 

 
The bloom is hanging on at  Whitewater Canyon Preserve. Along the Canyon 
View Loop Trail, and PCT north to Red Dome, you will encounter notch-leaf 
phacelia (Phacelia crenulata), lace-leaf phacelia  (Phacelia tanacetifolia) in 
flower. The bladderpod (Peritoma arborea) is showing both flowers and fruits. 
Encelia (Encelia farinosa) is very showy now, and you might spot a dudleya 
(Dudleya sp.) in bloom usually around rocks and boulders. Pretty white popcorn 
flowers and forget-me-nots (Plagiobothrys and Cryptantha spp.) and wild 
hyacinth (Dichelostema capitatum) are dotting the landscape as well. Showing 
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their sunny faces upward from sandy swales are Wallace’s woolly daisy 
(Eriophyllum wallacei). There are probably other little belly flowers among them 
too, so keep an eye out.  
 
Descending into Anza-Borrego Desert State Park via S2 through the San Felipe 
Valley, you will find the roadway lined with dwarf lupine (Lupinus bicolor). Desert 
dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata) is showy on S2 in Mason and Vallecito Valleys. 
Desert encelia (Encelia farinosa), creosote (Larrea tridentata), chuparosa 
(Justicia californica) are blooming nicely. The ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens) has 
a new flush of red blossoms after the rain and looks spectacular. In Shelter 
Valley, just along the roadsides which benefit from extra runoff water, you will 
see goldfields (Lasthenia gracilis). On the Moonlight Canyon Loop in Agua 
Caliente, there are hundreds of common phacelia (Phacelia distans) and small-
flowered poppy (Eschscholzia minutiflora) in full bloom, some carpets of 
Bigelow’s monkeyflower (Mimulus bigelovii) in places, and some patches of 
ghost flower (Mohavea confertiflora) here and there.  

 

Hummingbird on chuparosa (Justicia californica) – photo from ABDNHA 

West of Anza Borrego along state highways 79 in Warner Springs and 76, near 
Lake Henshaw you will see nice displays  of goldfields (Lasthenia gracilis).  It 
might be worth the stop to investigate a bit. Usually, where there are goldfields, 
there are other little flowers among them.  

http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=638
http://www.lakehenshawresort.com/map.html


 
Goldfields (Lasthenia gracilis) and grazing cows near Lake Henshaw - Photo by James Dillane 

 

Heading up to Riverside County and entering the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological 
Reserve from Clinton Keith Road you won’t be able to miss the showy display of 
bush monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus). Goldfields (Lasthenia gracilis) and 
ground pinks (Linanthus dianthiflorus) can be seen on the open slopes and flats 
near the Vernal Pools. Lining the pathways on wooded trails, the western 
buttercup (Ranunculus occidentalis) is especially showy now. No matter which 
trail you take, you will see colorful splashes here and there of dwarf lupine 
(Lupinus bicolor), popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys and Cryptantha spp.), red maids 
(Calandrinia ciliata) and California Poppy (Eschscholzia  californica). 

On the coastal side of the Santa Ana Mountains and along southern California 
coast, stop at the home of Torrey Pines State  Natural Preserve. Along with 
stunning ocean views, you will likely come upon both yellow and white 
pincushion (Chaenactis spp.) flowers tucked under the blue flowering Ramona 
ceanothus (Ceanothus tomentosus).  In a few of the little sandy swales, sand 
verbena (Abronia sp.) and the cheery San Diego sea dahlia (Coreopsis maritima) 
are flowering as well. Watch out for the prickly cobwebby thistle (Cirsium 
occidentale) sticking out among the bush sunflower (Encelia californica) and 
lupines (Lupinus spp.). The thistle is a favorite nectar plant of many butterflies. 
 
North in Newport Beach, visit the Environmental Nature Center to enjoy the 
colors and textures of California native plants in bloom along their trails.  The 
shady areas in the riparian section and the landscaping near the building have 
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hummingbird sage (Salvia spathacea), Douglas iris (Iris douglasiana) and 
seaside daisy (Erigeron glaucus). Coral bells (Heuchera sp.), sticky-leaf 
monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), purple needle grass (Nasella pulchra) and 
California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) provide bright spots of color in 
contrast with the subtle greys and greens of coastal sage and chaparral scrub 
areas.  

Trail conditions for the Santa Monica Mountains may have been affected by 
erosion from the recent rains, so check conditions before you hike. Some flowers 
can be found in more sheltered niches, among rocks and boulders, and in 
wooded canyons. Along the Backbone Trail between in Zuma and Trancas 
Canyons, the black sage (Salvia mellifera), bush monkey flower (Mimulus 
aurantiacus), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), ceanothus (Ceanothus 
spp.), canyon sunflower (Venegasia capesioides), and woolly blue curls 
(Trichostema lanatum), are reliably blooming is an otherwise depauperate flowe 
year. In addition to the species mentioned the trails along Triunfo Creek Park 
have pretty annuals—fiesta flower (Philostoma auritum), Chinese houses 
(Collinsia heterophylla), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), miner's 
lettuce (Claytonia sp.), and woodland star (Lithophragma sp.). 

At Point Mugu State Park along the La Jolla Canyon Trail you will see wild 
hyacinth (Dichelostemma capitatum), and Western blue-eyed grass 
(Sisyrinchium bellum). In the shelter of trees in La Jolla Canyon, are pink 
flowered hedge nettle (Stachys bullata), and white nightshade (Solanum 
douglasii) blooming alongside canyon sunflower (Venegasia capesioides). The 
large trumpet-shaped datura flowers (Datura sp.) are showy if you happen upon 
them at the right time of day.  Giant coreopsis (Leptosyne gigantea) adds to the 
plant palette of this rugged canyon.  

At  Stough Canyon Nature Center in the Verdugo Mountains hike along Stough 
Canyon or Wildwood Canyon Roads for colorful displays of western wallflower 
(Erysimum capitatum), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), golden currant 
(Ribes aureum) and the ubiquitous and fragrant black sage (Salvia mellifera).  

 
Staying in the neighborhood of the Verdugos take a little drive over to the 
Theodore Payne Foundation in Sun Valley, and walk through their display 
garden. Bush poppies (Dendromencon spp.) and bush sunflower (Encelia 
californica) are blooming sunny yellow. Lupines (Lupinus spp.) and poppies 
(Eschscholzia californica) are dressed in their blue and gold, and the desert 
mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua) adds a touch of coral to the whole beautiful 
palette. You probably won’t be able to resist taking any of these colorful beauties 
home with you, especially at a bargain price, so don’t miss the upcoming plant 
sale at TPF. See details below in the events section. 
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That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, March 30 and check 
back each week for the most up to date information on southern and central 
California wildflowers.  

 

NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS: 

Theodore Payne Foundation 

Annual Poppy Day on Saturday, March 31st,  8:30 am to 4:30 pm featuring a 
native plant sale. Members receive a 15% discount on plant purchases (general 
public receives a 10% discount). 

9th Annual Native Plant Garden Tour, Saturday and Sunday, April 14 & 15 from 
10 am – 5 pm. Early bird tickets through March 24th: $20/person for two days. 
After March 24th, $25/person.  For more information visit our webpage. 

 

California Native Plant Society Chapters 

CNPS-San Gabriel Mountains Chapter 

Eaton Canyon Plant Walks: Second Sunday of each month except July and 
August. Meet in front of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00 a.m. Then go on a 
leisurely walk, about 2 hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the 
Center and into the nearby wild areas. The walk is different each time — what's 
leafing out, flowering, in seed, etc., determines what your leader will talk about — 
and different leaders bring different points of view. 
 

CNPS-San Diego Chapter 

March 31 - Public Plant Hike - Saturday 
Daley Ranch 
10:00am - noon 
For more information 
 

April 1 - Plant Walk - Sunday 
Tecolote Nature Center  
9:00am to 12:00pm 
For more information 

CNPS-Riverside-San Bernardino Chapter 
 
Field Trip: Sunday, April 1, 9:00 am. Whitewater Canyon Preserve 
www.enceliacnps.org/ 
 

http://www.theodorepayne.org/
http://www.theodorepayne.org/Tour/index.html
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http://ecnca.org/Information/NatureCenter/Directions_To_Canyon.htm
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http://www.cnpssd.org/field.html#apr1
http://www.enceliacnps.org/


Antelope Valley California Poppy Preserve 
 
Jane S. Pinheiro Interpretive Center opens on, March 18th from 10am - 4pm 
weekdays and 9am – 5pm weekends for the duration of the wildflower season.  
 
 
Whitewater Canyon Preserve 
 
Second annual Art Festival Benefit and Auction 2 days, Saturday April 14th and 
Sunday April 15th. For the flier, please see our website 
www.wildlandsconservancy.org 
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