
 
 
Welcome to the 29th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-
profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, and education center dedicated to the preservation of 
wildflowers and California native plants. This is our second report of the year, and new reports will be posted 
each Friday through the end of May. 

 
Warming weather and spring showers are yielding showy displays of flowers throughout southern California. It 
is also time for spring break, so take a road trip and enjoy posy-peeping season! 

You can enjoy some of the most splendid plants all of California has to offer in one place by visiting the 
Environmental Nature Center in Newport Beach. Growing throughout the plant communities maintained at the 
Center are colorful flowering trees, California buckeye (Aesculus californica) and western redbud (Cercis 
occidentalis), bold and showy shrubs, island bush poppy (Dendromecon harfordii), chaparral currant (Ribes 
malvaceum var. malvaceum), fuchsia flowered gooseberry (Ribes speciosum) and many kinds of ceanothus 
(Ceanothus spp.). Just the names of many plants prompts you to imagine  their Technicolor display— orange 
California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), coral bells (Heuchera spp.), Douglas iris (Iris douglasiana)  and 
scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius) 

Anza Borrego Desert State Park  continues to encore an amazing diversity of showy plants and is a 
photographer’s paradise. The canyons west of Borrego Springs have very impressive displays of wildflowers 
and colorful clumps of beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), many with large hot pink flowers and several buds 
in waiting. A visit to Desert Gardens, 5 miles north of the Visitor Center, is particularly rewarding and easy. 
Park anywhere along the road and explore on foot the nearby washes and canyons. Desert dandelion 
(Malacothrix glabrata) and desert pincushion (Chaenactis fremontii) form vast ribbons along the washes. An 
occasional and aptly named spectacle pod (Dithyrea californica) grows in sandy mounds. Walking the trail at 
Alcoholic Pass and the canyons beyond, you will be delighted by rocky slopes dotted with monkey flower 
(Mimulus bigelovii), ghost flower (Mohavea confertifora), chia (Salvia columbariae), Arizona lupine (Lupinus 
arizonicus), wishbone bush (Mirabilis bigelovii), desert poppy (Eschscholzia spp.), brittlebush (Encelia 
farinosa), and ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens). 

If you are spending a leisurely time driving and 
viewing wildflowers in the low desert regions, a 
popular route to travel is through Box 
Canyon/Mecca Hills. Box Canyon Road takes you 
from the town of Mecca at the northeast corner of 
the Salton Sea and delivers you about 30 miles up 
the road (but maybe hours later if you stop to look 
at flowers!) to the southern entrance of Joshua 
Tree National Park. Right on the north side of the 
road as Box Canyon Road comes out of the 
Mecca Hills from the southwest is an area called 
Shavers Well. The alluvial fans here are brimming 

with flowers. Park and walk along the wash, but 
don’t forget the camera! Vast numbers of 

Bigelow’s monkeyflower (Mimulus bigelovii), Parish’s golden poppy (Eschscholzia  parishii), ghost flower 
(Mohavea confertiflora) spill out into the washes. Rocky islands in the washes and on canyon slopes serve as 
display cases for precious flowering gems— desert lavender (Hyptis emoryi), yellow cups (Camissonia 
brevipes), desert pincushion (Chaenactis sp.), rush pea (Caesolopinnea virgata), whispering bells 
(Emmenanthe penduliflora), beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), common phacelia (Phacelia distans), and 
sweetbush (Bebbia juncea). Desert chicory (Rafenesquia neomexicana) likes to poke up through shrubs like 
Jack-in-the box. Tiny thread stem plant (Nemacladus sp.) is here in the thousands, but you can easily step on 
and over them for not seeing this aptly named little plant. 

Still the best flower displays at Joshua Tree National Park are near the southern park entrance. The easy and 
accessible Bajada Nature Trail starts from a large parking area off the road just north from the I-10 exit to 
Joshua Tree. Here the chuparosa (Justicia californica) serves as a red-orange backdrop for large patches of 
Parish’s golden poppy (Eschscholzia parishii). The blues and purples of Arizona lupine (Lupinus arizonicus), 

Beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), photo by Tom Chester 
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chia (Salvia columbariae), and desert bells (Phacelia campanularia) are scattered about, and standing tall 

above this vivid landscape are the stately red flowering ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens).  

Northwest of Joshua Tree National Park along Hwy 395 around Kramer Junction, large areas of goldfields 
(Lasthenia sp.) spread out among the shrubs. Just south of Kramer Junction, there are some large displays of 
desert candle (Caulanthus inflatus) in full bloom. Seeing stands of these alien looking plants is definitely a 
thrill for plant geeks. Also bordering the highway are desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), desert bells 
(Phacelia spp.), and coreopsis (Coreopsis bigelovii). 

Coming west on the I-10 from Joshua Tree, stop at Whitewater Canyon Preserve. The canyon slopes lining 
Whitewater wash are just now starting to light up with brittlebush (Encelia farinosa). It is one of the best 
displays of this plant anywhere in the desert, and well worth the side trip off of I-10. In the flats around and 
north of the visitor center, are good displays of purple owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.) and goldfields (Lasthenia 
sp). Very pretty color combination. Things are beginning to bloom on the trails from the visitor center north 
along the wash and canyons. Keep an eye out for sightings of Big Horn Sheep too. 

Heading west towards LA, stop to visit MWD Diamond Valley Lake near Hemet. Excellent trails wind around 
hills with views of Hemet Valley and Diamond Lake. The North Hills Wildflower Loop currently displays 
California bluebells (Phacelia minor), caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria), baby blue-eyes (Nemophila 
menziesii), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), and blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), all quilted 
together with strands of goldfields (Lasthenia californica). 

If you are craving chocolate lilies (Fritillaria 
biflora), visit the parks in western Riverside 
County—Harford Springs Wildlife Preserve and 
the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve. 
They are in full bloom at these parks and are a 
feast for the eyes. They have a short bloom 
period, so get out and see them. 

 
Find the chocolate lilies (Fritilaria biflora) at 
Harford Springs along the southern part of the 
park just north of Ida Leona Road. Also 
blooming in that area are Fremont’s star lily 
(Zigadenus fremontii) and purple sanicle 
(Saniculua bipinnatifada). Elsewhere in the 
park there are patches of white forget-me-not 
(Cryptantha sp.)  among the occasional 
wishbone bush (Mirabilis californica). There are 
a few baby blue eyes (Nemophilia menzeisii), 
California poppy (Eschscholzia californica) and 

suncups  (Camissonia sp.) along the trails. Miner's lettuce (Claytonia sp.) is blooming under the shade of the 
fragrant juniper trees (Juniperus californica). Harford Springs is one of the best places to see good stands of 
this native juniper. The thick-leaved ceanothus (Ceanothus sp.) is at peak bloom as well. 
 

Even without the stunning wildflower displays, the landscape and vistas on the Santa Rosa Plateau are 
magnificent. Now is the time to visit for wildflower viewing. The hoary-leaf ceanothus (Ceanothus crassifolius) 
welcomes you on the approach to the preserve along Clinton Keith Rd.  Western buttercup (Ranunculus 
occidentalis), red maids (Calandrinia ciliata), bush lupine (Lupinus excubitus var. hallii) and California poppy 
(Eschscholzia californica) provide the most spectacular shows this week along Via Volcano/Rancho California 
Roads. All the trails have something to offer, but the two most popular trails are particularly showy. Along the 
Vernal Pool Trail to Ranch Road, look for blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum), angel’s gilia 
(Gilia angelensis), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys nothofulvus), 
bush lupine (Lupinus excubitus var. hallii), shooting star (Dodecatheon clevelandii ssp. clevelandii), ground 
pinks (Linanthus dianthiflorus), miner’s lettuce, (Claytonia perfoliata ssp. mexicana), Johnny jump-up (Viola 
pedunculata), purple sanicle (Sanicula bipinnatifida), San Diego pea (Lathryus vestitus var. alefedii), 
Eastwood manzanita (Arctostaphylos glandulosa ssp. zacaensis), chocolate lily (Fritillaria biflora var. biflora), 
and blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum). On the South Trans Preserve Trail, checkerbloom (Sidalcea 
malviflora ssp. sparsifolia), chocolate lily (Fritillaria biflora var. biflora), Western buttercup (Ranunculus 

View of Diamond Valley Lake from Wildflower Loop Trail, photo by Bill 
Wagner 
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occidentalis), milk maids (Cardamine californica var. californica) are very showy. Along the Los Santos Trail, 
California peony (Paeonia californica) is still in bloom but often tucked away under shrubs. 

Eaton Canyon Natural Area is beginning to show blooms after a long winter. The sunny California brittlebush 
(Encelia californica) and its fragrant cohorts black sage (Salvia mellifera) and white sage (Salvia apiana) stand 
out along the trails to greet you. The coast live oaks (Quercus agrifolia) are flowering now. Individual oak 
flowers are not very showy, but when a large oak tree is in full bloom, it is an impressive sight.  

We have our first report this week from the Los Angeles River Ranger District in the Angeles National Forest. 
This District includes Big and Little Tujunga Canyons, the Angeles Crest Highway from La Canada to Dawson 
Saddle, Mt. Wilson, and all the Front Country from Big Tujunga Canyon east to Big Santa Anita Canyon above 
Duarte. The 2010 season was one of the best ever as chaparral recovered from the Station Fire. Fingers are 
crossed for a showy season again this year. Most of the bloom is still below 2000 ft. and includes hardy 
chaparral species of black sage (Salvia mellifera), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), many blue-flowering 
and white-flowering ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.), elderberry (Sambucus mexicana) and sugarbush (Rhus 
ovata). The climbing vines of honeysuckle (Lonicera sp.), morning glory (Calystegia sp.) and wild cucumber 
(Marah macrocarpa) are growing over the shrubs and trees trying to get their time in the sun. 
 

To some hikers the Santa Monica Mountains are disappointing this year. But there are many more 
optimists out there enjoying “good flower days”. The warm, dry January prematurely ended the flowering of 
many of the annuals. Even the perennials have been racing through their flowering season this year. But so 
many of our favorite plants never disappoint! At the eastern end of the range, around the LA Zoo and nearby 
Griffith Park, the intriguing little succulent, lance leaf dudleya (Dudleya lanceolata) can be found growing at 
eye level and above in the crumbly cliff faces and outcroppings along trails. Profuse blooms on their long 
flower stalks are fully open. Bask in the fragrant aroma of the many, many flowering California wild lilacs and 
buck brushes (Ceanothus spp.). The Western redbud trees are adding a deep pink to Zoo Drive and the 
areas around the Zoo in Griffith Park. Some flannel bush (Fremontodendron sp.) with their large yellow 
flowers are beginning to light up for a sunny show. Patches of Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), 
lupines (Lupinus spp.), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), and phacelia (Phacelia spp.) are being 
noticed by visitors in the vicinity of the Zoo. Descend deep into the SMMs via Trancas Canyon through dense 
riparian cover and ascend again to Zuma along the Backbone Trail. The following native species are both 
noteworthy and photo worthy.  Big pod ceanothus (Ceanothus megacarpus), wild cucumber (Marah 
macrocarpa), deerweed (Lotus scoparius) fuchsia-flowered gooseberry (Ribes speciosum), purple nightshade 
(Solanum sp.), greenbark ceanothus (Ceanothus spinosus), milk maids (Cardamine californica), coastal live 
oak (Quercus agrifolia), wishbone bush (Mirabilis californica), black sage (Salvia mellifera), Parry's phacelia 
(Phacelia parryi),  sugarbush (Rhus ovata), sticky monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus), California poppy 
(Eschscholzia californica), Indian warrior (Peduncularis densiflora), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), 
fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.), blue dicks (Dichelostema capitatum), truncated-leaf lupine (Lupinus truncatus), 
meadow rue (Thalictrum fendleri), canyon sunflower (Venegasia carpesioides), California peony (Paeonia 
californica), chaparral currant (Ribes malvaceum), blue larkspur (Delphinium sp.), hoary leaf ceanothus 
(Ceanothus crassifolius), bush lupine (Lupinus excubitus), chaparral virgin's bower (Clematis lasiantha), 
hedge nettle (Stachys bullata), saxifrage (Saxifraga sp.), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), Indian 
paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), hummingbird sage (Salvia spathaceae), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), blue 
eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), slender sunflower (Helianthus gracilentus) and bush sunflower (Encelia 
californica). Whew! An impressive list. Let’s hear it for the wide-eyed, wildflower optimists! 
 
In the high desert at the Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve, poppies are just starting up. Beacons of 
California poppy orange (Eschscholzia californica), are seen among the purple owl’s clover (Castilleja 
exserta), cream cups (Platystemon californicus), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.) and evening snow (Linanthus 
dichotomus) along North Poppy Loop trial. The Tehachapi Vista Trail is a treat for both eyes and nose with 
grape soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus) splendid among the poppies.  

This week the best wildflower viewing at Placerita Canyon Natural Area would be on the Canyon Trail. This is 
a 2-mile (one way) trek along Placerita Creek. Starting up the trail from the nature center area is a nice patch 
of goldfields (Lasthenia sp). The canyon walls along the trail are festooned with blue patches of hairy 
ceanothus (Ceanothus oliganthus). Further up the trail, elderberries (Sambucus mexicana) are in bloom along 
with purple nightshade (Solanum sp.), golden currant (Ribes aureum), and a large bush poppy (Dendromecon 
rigida). Wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpa) is found clambering over the shrubs showing off its round, spiny 
fruits. 
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Heading up the coast, buckbrush (Ceanothus 
cuneatus var. fascicularis) and Santa Barbara 
ceanothus (Ceanothus impressus) are 
providing vivid splashes of lavender and deep 
blue in foothills of western Santa Barbara 
County.  Peak bloom can be seen in the 
Burton Mesa Ecological Area along Highway 1 
east of Vandenberg Village, Harris Grade Rd, 
Burton Mesa Blvd, Rucker Rd, and in nearby 
La Purisima State Historical Park. Sand mesa 
manzanita (Arctostaphylos rudis) and La 
Purisima manazanita (Arctostaphylos 
purissima) continue to show blossoms, and the 
first Lompoc wallflowers (Erysimum capitatum 
var. lompocense) are making their 
appearance. 

 

The wildflowers on Figueroa Mountain in Los 
Padres National Forest have been quite 

perplexed, largely due to alternating spring-like and snowy winter combinations. Regardless, Figueroa is still 
managing to provide its infamous and beautiful wildflower displays. Starting at the first cattle guard, look for 
popcorn flowers (Plagiobothrys nothofulvus), blue dicks (Dichelostema capitatum), buttercups (Ranunculus 
sp.), fiddlenecks (Amsinckia sp.), Johnny jump-ups (Viola pedunculata), fiesta flowers (Pholistoma auritum), 
miner’s lettuce (Claytonia spp.), sky lupine (Lupinus nanus), scattered wild onion (Allium sp.) and the early 
arrival of Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla) popping up among the grasses. Around the bend, displays 
of bright red Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.) and perky little shooting stars (Dodecatheon sp.) always 
surprise and delight viewers. Other wildflowers to look for as one continues on the uphill climb include 
California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), royal lupine (Lupinus sp.), coreopsis (Coreopsis sp.) and the start 
of wallflowers (Erysimum capitatum) and prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum).  If one looks to the left at 
Grass Mountain, notice that the hillside is rapidly turning orange as California poppy (Eschscholzia californica) 
start to carpet this already vibrant landscape. The charming upright chocolate lilies (Fritillaria biflora) are 
beginning to become visible at Vista Point, a large gravel turnout about 11.4 miles from the bottom. Less than 
a mile beyond the Figueroa Fire Station, look to the right, just before Tunnel Road, and find a colorful display 
of wall flowers  (Erysimum capitatum) and shooting stars (Dodecatheon sp.). Keep in mind, when the weather 
is overcast, cloudy or cold, the poppies refuse to open up and show off. It is advisable to plan one’s trip on 
sunny, warm days.  As you travel on Figueroa Mountain Road, please drive safely, and use turnouts for 
wildflower viewing. Also, remember that you will need an Adventure Pass while recreating on Figueroa 
Mountain.  

Going east and inland to Carrizo Plain National Monument, you will find the carpets of wildflowers this region 
is know for. Slopes are filled with vast swaths of common monolopia (Monolpia lanceolata) There is absolutely 
nothing common about this showy yellow flower that is endemic to California and presents a stunning display 
most years at Carrizo Plain. Many other species are beginning to appear in great numbers at the southern 
end of the monument. 

Across the Great Valley along Hwy 198 through Three Rivers and into Sequoia & Kings Canyon National 

Parks, fiddleneck (Amsinkia menziesii) and forget-me-not (Cryptantha spp.) are in peak bloom. Along the 
Kaweah Reservoir be prepared to stop, photograph and enjoy the full spectacular color of silver bush lupine 
(Lupinus albifrons). Western redbud (Cercis occidentalis) is starting to display hot pink buds with peak of 
flowering in a few weeks. Stands of Mariposa manzanita, (Arctostaphylos viscida), and deerbrush (Cenothus 
cuneatus) are also lacing their color through the foothills.  
 

Further north now, entering Yosemite National Park from Merced along Hwy 140 is a bouquet of early 
blooming wildflowers. Dotting the landscape of the Merced River Canyon between Mariposa and El Portal are 
the cream-colored waterfall buttercup (Kumlienia hystricula), white-hued popcornflower (Plagiobothrys 
nothofulvus), pale pink miner’s lettuce (Claytonia perfoliata), yellow-orange fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii), 
pale yellow many-flowered monkeyflower (Mimulus floribundus), bright yellow foothill pseudobahia 
(pseudobahia heermannii),  purple owl’s-clover (Castilleja densiflora), the pastel baby blue-eyes (Nemophila 
menziesii), and the intensely-colored blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum). Red maids (Calandrinia ciliata), a 

Bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), photo by Ron Kraus 
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petite bright pink flower that’s low to the ground, pop out against the green spring vegetation. The pinks of 
Mariposa manzanita and Western redbud serve as a splendid backdrop for this landscape of colorful 
wildflowers. Spring is an excellent time to plan a hike along the Hite Cove trail, located on the Sierra National 
Forest along Highway 140 seven miles before the Yosemite National Park entrance.  

California’s wildflowers are indeed a precious legacy. To 
ensure that flowers return each year, remember to stay on 
designated trails and please don’t pick the flowers! 

 
That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, 
March 25th and check back each week for the most up to 
date information on southern and central California 
wildflowers.  
 

If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your 
information about wildflower blooms and their location to 

flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday of each 
week when blooms of note occur. 
 

 
 

NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS: 
 
Theodore Payne Foundation 

 Annual Poppy Day on Saturday, March 26th  8:30am 4:30 pm featuring a native plant sale. 
Members receive a 15% discount on all plant purchases; the general public receives a 10% discount. 
 

 8th Annual Native Plant Garden Tour, Saturday and Sunday, April 9 & 10 from 10 am – 4pm. For 
tickets (Cost $20 for two days) and more information on the over 30 gardens included on this self-
guided tour, visit our webpage. 

 

Antelope Valley California Poppy Preserve 

 Jane S. Pinheiro Interpretive Center is now open from 10am - 4pm weekdays and 9am – 5pm 
weekends for the duration of the wildflower season. Some wildflower species have started to bloom 
here, but the trails are mostly green with promise of a good to moderate bloom starting to peak in April.  
 

Charmlee Wilderness Park 

 Wildflower Hike on Sunday, March 20 at 10:00am. Learn to recognize native plants. Meet at upper 
parking lot. Reservations required: 310-317-1364. $4 parking fee. Duration: 2hrs.  
 

Topanga State Park 

 Early Spring Walk on Sunday, March 20, starting at 1:00pm. Join a docent naturalist in viewing 
emerging wildflowers and other signs of spring. Duration: 2hrs. For more information call the Topanga 
Canyon Docents at 310-455-1696. 

 
Rancho Sierra Vista/Satwiwa 

 Wildflower Secrets. Sunday, March 27 starting at 9:30 am. Join a park ranger on a easy-paced walk to 
see what’s blooming. Meet at main parking lot.  2 hours. 

 

Diamond Valley Lake  

 Seasonal Wildflower Loop Trail. This 1.3-mile loop trail extends from the Lakeview Trail and is rated as 
an easy-to-moderate hike, with some rugged terrain. Open from sunrise to sunset. Parking is $7 and a 
$2/person Lakeview Trail fee includes a map of the wildflower trail. 

 
 

Fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii),  photo by Elizabeth 
Munding / NP 
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California Native Plant Society Chapters 
CNPS-Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter 

Field trips:   
Sat., March 19: Caballero Canyon starting at 8:30am. Bring hat, water, and snacks (boots are 
recommended). Duration: 3 hours. For more information and to RSVP call 818-881-3706.. 

 
CNPS-San Diego Chapter   

Field trips: 

 Sat., March 26: Cedar Ridge Public Plant Hike (10:00am – noon)  

 for more information 
 

CNPS-Riverside/San Bernardino Chapter 
 Field Trips: 

 Sat., March 19: Santa Rosa Plateau (9:30 am – noon) 

http://www.enceliacnps.org/ 
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