
 
 
Welcome to the 29th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the 
Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, 
and education center dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and California 
native plants. This is our second report of the year, and new reports will be 
posted each Friday through the end of May. 
 
With continuing cool temperatures in many locations, wildflowers are appearing 
as still-promising buds. The best displays of color are still to be found in the  
southern coastal and inland desert regions. 
 

Heading to urban Orange County in Santa Ana, the Santiago Park Nature Center 

has blooming along their trails, fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.), blue-eyed grass 

(Sisyrinchium bellum), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), Island 

morning glory (Calystegia macrostegia), common yarrow (Achillea millefolium), 

deergrass (Muhlenbergia rigens), wild strawberry (Fragaria sp.), bush sunflower 

(Encelia californica) and fuchsia-flowered gooseberry (Ribes speciosum). 
 
Directly south of Santa Ana in nearby Newport beach, the sweet scent of 
ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.) in peak bloom still permeates the air at the 
Environmental Nature Center. Stay a while and explore the different plant 
communities where douglas iris (Iris douglasiana) California encelia (Encelia 
californica), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica)), Bladderpod (Isomeris 
arborea), sticky-leaf monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), scarlet bugler 
(Penstemon centranthifolius)), and chaparral currant (Ribes malvaceum) are 
showing off their colorful blooms for lingering visitors. 
 
Continuing south along the Orange County coast, head east into the Santa Ana 
Mountains along the Ortega Highway (Hwy 74). Stop at the Ronald W. Caspers 
Wilderness Park and enjoy an easy walk along one or more of their popular trails. 
Lush grassy slopes serve as a backdrop for California buttercup (Ranunculus 
californicus), California golden violets (Viola pedunculata), milkmaids (Cardamine 
californica) and Catalina mariposa lily (Calachortus catalinae). The slopes and 
canyon walls yield to the bold chaparral yucca (Hesperoyucca whipplei), and 
bush sunflower (Encelia californica).  

 

Further along the Ortega Highway in the Cleveland National Forest take a break 
for a moderate hike along the popular San Juan Loop Trail. Hiking here any time 
of year offers a lot to see. Now flowering are the California peony (Paeonia 
californica), purple nightshade (Solanum xantii), white flowering currant, (Ribes 
indecorum), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), sticky-leaf monkeyflower (Mimulus 
aurantiacus), sugarbush (Rhus ovata), wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpa), and 
big-pod ceanothus (Ceanothus megacarpus). Nestled under and between these 

http://www.santiagocreek.org/parks.htm
http://www.encenter.org/
http://www.ocparks.com/caspers/
http://www.ocparks.com/caspers/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/cleveland/


shrubs are the dainty milkmaids (Cardamine californica), blue dicks 
(Dichelostemma capitatum), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), baby 
blue-eyes (Nemophila menziesii), fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.),and succulent  
miner's lettuce (Claytonia spp.). Not flowering plants, but showy nonetheless, are 
many kinds of native ferns, including giant chain fern (Woodwardia fimbriata), 
sword fern (Polystichium sp.), coffee fern (Pellaea andromedifolia), maidenhair 
fern (Adiantum sp.), and bird’s foot fern (Pellaea mucronata var. californica). 

 

 

The area of everyone’s interest in Anza Borrego Desert State Park  this week is 
in mid park around Borrego Mountain Wash southeast of Borrego Springs. 
Yellow is the “in” color with extensive stands of desert sunflowers (Geraea 
canescens) and desert dandelions (Malacothrix glabrata) making their best show 
of the season along the jeep trail from Goat Trail to Hawk Canyon. This yellow 
landscape is dotted with blue Arizona lupine (Lupinus arizonicus) and notch-leaf 
phacelia (Phacelia crenulata). Farther along Borrego Mountain Wash and Jeep 
Trail, there are hundreds of ghost flowers (Mohavea confertiflora), including one 
plant with over 100 blooms!  South of Hwy 78 at the edge of Cactus Garden 
several beavertail cacti (Opuntia basilaris) are flashing their neon-pink blooms. 
Close by, barrel cacti (Ferocactus cylindraceus) have crowns of golden flowers. 
Look for substantial displays of brown-eyed primrose (Oenoethera clavisformis) 
in Pinyon Wash and the first good bloom of Parish’s gold poppy (Eschscholzia 
parishii) near the entrance to the Mine Wash jeep trail.  

 

The bloom in Joshua Tree 
National Park is still mostly 
confined to the low 
elevation areas of Bajada 
Nature Trail, and Pinto 
Basin. Once again, yellow is 
the dominant color with 
bladderpod (Isomeris 
arborea), brittlebush 
(Encelia farinosa), 
chinchweed (Pectis 
papposa var. papposa), 
desert dandelion 
(Malacothrix glabrata), 
desert rockpea (Lotus 
rigidus), desert trumpet 
(Eriogonum inflatum), 

Parish’s golden poppy 
(Eschscholzia parishii), and 

sweetbush (Bebbia juncea var. aspera). Look for abundant patches of brown-
eyed primrose (Camissonia claviformis), and desert forget-me-not (Cryptantha 
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sp.), among desert rock daisy (Pertiyle emoryi), desert star vine (Brandegea 
bigelovii), Arizona lupine (Lupinus arizonicus), chia (Salvia columbariae), fagonia 
(Fagonia laevis), and Spanish needles (Palafoxia arida var. arida) along the 
washes and drainages.  

Several wildflower sightings have been reported in the Needles area BLM 
California Wildflower Info. Travel east from Joshua Tree then north along U.S. 95 
to seek out beaver-tail cacti (Optunia basilaris) in full bloom. Mohave suncup 
(Camissonia campestris) and desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata) are all in 
the first stages of bloom in sandy patches between desert shrubs and cacti. 
North of Needles along Needles Highway the elegant desert lily (Hesperocallis 
undulata) can be seen in sandy flats with notch-leaved phacelia  (Phacelia 
crenulata) poking up among mats of hairy sand verbena (Abronia villosa). 
 
Traveling back west to the LA area, you may want to stop at Antelope Valley 

California Poppy Reserve. The interpretive center opens this weekend for 
the wildflower season and kickoff of early poppy bloom, although peak 
bloom at the Preserve is still a few weeks away. 
 
Northwest of Antelope Valley, Carrizo Plain National Monument located south of 

HWY 58 and north of HWY 166 is starting to bloom up with the first awakening of 
hillside daisy (Monolopia lanceolata), and yellow blazing star (Mentzelia sp). 
Nearby in northwest Kern County at the Semitropic Ridge Preserve, great valley 
phacelia (Phacelia ciliata) and goldfields (Lasthenia sp.) are in vast numbers. 
This region will  probably will get better within the next couple of weeks. 

 
Across the Valley to the Sierra foothills and Sequoia & Kings Canyon National 

Parks, early blooming fiddleneck (Amsinkia menziesii) and forget-me-not 
(Cryptantha spp.) are in peak bloom along Hwy 198 at the Kaweah Reservoir.  
Western redbud (Cercis occidentalis) is starting to show their hot pink buds with 
peak of flowering in a few weeks to come. Seen throughout the foothill regions 
are Mariposa manzanita, (Arctostaphylos viscida), and the fully spectacular silver 
bush lupine (Lupinus albifrons). 

 
Venturing back down into the Los Angeles Basin the Placerita Canyon Natural 
Area invites visitors to walk their Ecology Trail this week. It's the last chance to 
see some of the still showy early bloomers including the chaparral currant (Ribes 
malvaceum) and fuchsia-flowering gooseberry (Ribes speciosum). California 
peony (Paeonia californica) and wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpa) are now at 
their best of the season.  It's a short easy walk that can be done in a half hour or 
less.  
 

In Burbank’s Verdugo Mountain Range, park at the Stough Canyon Nature 
Center and take a hike along Stough Fire Road for colorful displays of  yellow 
pincushion (Chaenactis glabruiscula), western wallflower (Erysimum capitatum), 
stinging lupine (Lupinus hirsutissimus), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), wild 
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cucumber (Marah macrocarpus), and bright yellow bush sunflower (Encelia 
californica). For sightings of the profuse pink  blooms of the wishbone bush 
(Mirabilis californica), park off Harvard Road and explore Wildwood Canyon.  
 

In the California Garden baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), are unfurling 
bright blue at Descanso Gardens’ California Garden. Also in the native area, 
discover California lilacs (Ceanothus spp.), flannel bushes (Fremontodendron 
sp.), western redbud (Cercis occidentalis), and apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea 
ambigua). 
 

Lastly in our Santa Monica Mountains the along the Zuma Canyon Loop, and 
Ocean View Trails you will find deerweed (Lotus scoparius), wishbone bush 

(Mirabilis californica), and 
some arroyo lupine 
(Lupinus succulentus) 
starting to flower on these 
warmer days. You can 
also delight in the riotous 
red and yellow colors of 
the Indian paintbrush 
(Castilleja affinis) and 
bush sunflower (Encelia 
californica) in full bloom. 
 
California’s wildflowers 
are indeed a precious 
legacy. To ensure that 
flowers return each year, 
remember to stay on 
designated trails and 
please don’t pick the 
flowers! 
 
That’s it for this week. 
Look for our next report 

on Friday, March 18th 
and check back each 

week for the most up to date information on southern and central California 
wildflowers.  
 

If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about 
wildflower blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by 
Wednesday of each week when blooms of note occur. 
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NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS: 
 
Theodore Payne Foundation 

 Annual Poppy Day on Saturday, March 26th  8:30am 4:30 pm featuring 
a native plant sale, vendors, exhibits, and tours of the nursery and 
grounds. Members receive a 15% discount on plant purchases of one 
gallon and up and the general public receives a 10% discount. 
 

 8th Annual Native Plant Garden Tour, Saturday and Sunday, April 9 & 
10 from 10 am – 4pm. For tickets (Cost $20 for two days) and more 
information on the over 30 gardens included on this self-guided tour, visit 
our webpage. 

 
Antelope Valley California Poppy Preserve 

 Jane S. Pinheiro Interpretive Center opens on Saturday, March 12th 
from 10am - 4pm weekdays and 9am – 5pm weekends for the duration of 
the wildflower season. Some wildflower species have started to bloom 
here, but the trails are mostly green with promise of a good to moderate 
bloom starting to peak in April.  
 

Charmlee Wilderness Park 

 Wildflower Hike on Sunday, March 20 at 10:00am. Learn to recognize 
native plants. Meet at upper parking lot. Reservations required: 310-317-
1364. $4 parking fee. Duration: 2hrs.  
 

Topanga State Park 

 Early Spring Walk on Sunday, March 13 and Sunday, March 20, both 
starting at 1:00pm. Join a docent naturalist in viewing emerging 
wildflowers and other signs of spring. Duration: 2hrs. For more information 
call the Topanga Canyon Docents at 310-455-1696. 

 
Diamond Valley Lake  

 Seasonal Wildflower Trail. This 1.3-mile loop trail extends from the 
Lakeview Trail and is rated as an easy-to-moderate hike, with some 
rugged terrain. Open from sunrise to sunset. Parking is $7 and a 
$2/person Lakeview Trail fee includes a map of the wildflower trail. 

 

California Native Plant Society Chapters 
 

CNPS-Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter 
Field trips:   

Sat., March 19: Caballero Canyon starting at 8:30am. Bring hat, 
water, and snacks (boots are recommended). Duration: 3 hours. 
For more information and to RSVP call 818-881-3706.. 
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CNPS-San Diego Chapter   
Field trips: 

 Sat., March 12: Florida Canyon Public Plant Hike (10:00am – 
noon) (http://www.cnpssd.org/field.html#mar12) 

 

CNPS-Riverside/San Bernardino Chapter 
 Field Trips: 

 Sat., March 19: Santa Rosa Plateau (9:30 am – noon) 
http://www.enceliacnps.org/ 

 

http://www.cnpssd.org/
http://www.enceliacnps.org/
http://www.enceliacnps.org/

