
 
 
Welcome to the 28th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne 

Foundation, a non-profit nursery, seed source, bookstore, and education center dedicated to the 
preservation of wildflowers and California native plants. 
 
As May draws to a close, many of our lower elevation flowers bid adieu, but June and July can 
still offer great swaths of color as the mountain tops warm to reveal their wildflower beauty. So 
don’t despair, even though this is the last report of the season spring is still with us, and if you’re 
willing to look for them – wildflowers can still be found!  
 
We begin along the Coast of San Diego County, where the Torrey Pines State Natural 
Reserve has a number of gems throughout the park including California buckwheat (Eriogonum 
fasciculatum), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), Nuttall’s snapdragon (Antirrhinum nuttallianum), 
California everlasting (Gnaphalium californicum), beautiful centaury (Centaurium venustum), 
morning glory (Calystegia macrostegia), wide throated yellow monkeyflower (Mimulus brevipes), 
fingertips (Dudleya edulis), Indian pink (Silene laciniata ssp. major), lanceleaf liveforever 
(Dudleya lanceolata), yellow pincushion (Chaenactis glabriuscula), three spot (Osmadenia 
tenella), and Indian paintbrush (Castilleja affinis). 

 
Off HWY 79, the meadows at the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park continue to show amazing 
beauty with blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), wild onion (Allium sp.), caraway leaved gilia 
(Gilia (Saltugilia) caruifolia), blue flax (Linum lewisii), and winecup clarkia (Clarkia purpurea). In 

the coming weeks look for these other potential bloomers in the park: western azalea 
(Rhododendron occidentale), Pacific dogwood (Cornus nuttallii), and Cuyamaca larkspur 
(Delphinium hesperium ssp. cuyamacae) to name a few. 
 
Around Idyllwild, a drive along HWY 74 towards Hurkey Creek County Park, and Hemet Lake 
Road is quite enjoyable with views of western wallflower (Erysimum capitatum), Indian 
paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), lupine (Lupinus sp.), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), bush 
sunflower (Encelia californica), California lilac (Ceanothus spp.), chaparral yucca (Yucca 
(Hesperoyucca) whipplei), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), and Johnny jump-up (Viola 
pedunculata). As you drive along HWY 74, take the dirt road that leads into the Santa Rosa 
Mountains to find a spectacular display of showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis).  
 
Off HWY 62 near Morongo Valley, Big Morongo Canyon Road is still showing a few patches of 
wildflowers but get here before the warm weather ends this show. 
 
In Orange County, the Juaneno Trail of Caspers Wilderness Park is showing nice color with 
golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), California everlasting (Gnaphalium californicum), 
chalk dudleya (Dudleya pulverulenta), Indian pink (Silene laciniata), blue larkspur (Delphinium 
sp.), Indian milkweed (Asclepias eriocarpa), and prickly pear cactus (Opuntia sp.). 
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In Claremont, visiting the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden is a great way to spend the day 
and get your flower fix. Decorating the entrance 
and Fay’s Meadow behold the staggeringly 
beautiful Parry’s green gentian (Swertia parryi), 
along with desert four o’clock (Mirabilis 
multiflora var. pubescens), desert marigold 
(Baileya multiradiata), and Indian mallow 
(Abutilon palmeri). On the Mesa, around the 
Johnson Oval pond, look for the white blooms of 
yerba mansa (Anemopsis californica, pictured). 
Other bloomers to look for here include farewell 
to spring (Clarkia spp.) live-forever (Dudleya 
spp.), fragrant littleleaf mock orange 
(Philadelphus microphyllus), St. Catherine’s lace 
(Eriogonum giganteum), and sulfur buckwheat 
(Eriogonum umbellatum). After this season's 
abundant rains the Catalina ironwood trees 
(Lyonothamnus floribundus) are in bud and 
early bloom, their huge clusters of white flowers 
should be peaking in another week. 

 
North of I-210 and Claremont, Mount Baldy Road is starting to show monkeyflowers (Mimulus 
aurantiacus) but as temperatures warm the trails around Mount Baldy should start showing 

great color.  
 
For color in the San Gabriel Mountains take a drive along HWY 39 for a rainbow of 
wildflowers. 
 
North of Loma Alta Park off N. Sunset Ridge Road, the Altadena Crest Trail is showing great 
color with heartleaf penstemon (Keckiella cordifolia), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), 
deerweed (Lotus scoparius), and prickly pear cactus (Opuntia sp.). 

 
The hillsides where the Station Fire touched the Angeles National Forest will continue to 
bloom into the summer as vegetation, which had previously been suppressed by mature brush, 
grows and blooms. Currently a drive along Big Tujunga Canyon Road and the Angeles Crest 
Highway rewards with chaparral yucca (Yucca (Hesperoyucca) whipplei), morning glory 
(Calystegia sp.), several species of monkeyflower (Mimulus spp.), scarlet bugler (Penstemon 
centranthifolius), phacelia (Phacelia spp.), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), bush poppy 
(Dendromecon rigida), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), black sage (Salvia 
mellifera), baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), and between 6,000 and 8,000 feet look for a 
few brilliant red snow plants (Sarcodes sanguinea). Road Closure Notice: The Angeles Crest 
Highway, State 2, is closed from La Canada 11.7 miles to Redbox. It is open from Redbox (the 
Mt. Wilson Road turn off) through to Wrightwood and ending at Hwy 138, 50.2 miles. To access 
the Angeles Crest Highway you have to come from the west via Big Tujunga Canyon Road and 
from the north via the Angeles Forest Highway then both routes have to take the Upper Big 
Tujunga Canyon Road to the Crest Highway and thence to Wrightwood. While on this beautiful 
drive please keep in mind that the Angeles National Forest is closed because of the Station 
Fire, except for the highways, and it is absolutely prohibited to stop anywhere along this road 
(even in pullouts) or to hike in any of the burn areas. Fines can be over $5,000 – please adhere 
to all posted notices!   
 

Yerba mansa – Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden 
Photo courtesy and © Michael Wall 
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In Griffith Park, Zoo Drive is glowing with pink 
clarkias (Clarkia sp.) and in the swales around the 
LA Zoo look for a stand of glorious matilija poppies 
(Romneya coulteri, pictured). 
 
Northeast of the Pacific Coast Highway off Sunset 
Blvd., the Temescal Gateway State Park offers a 

beautiful trail connecting to Will Rogers State Park, 
which is decorated with large flowered phacelia 
(Phacelia grandiflora, pictured), canyon sunflower 
(Venegasia carpesioides), Nuttall’s snapdragon 
(Antirrhinum nuttallianum), and much more. 
 
Also in the Santa Monica Mountains nestled 
between Calabasas and Topanga, the Red Rock 
Canyon State Park is a great hiking spot replete 
with deerweed (Lotus scoparius), Indian pink 
(Silene laciniata), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum 
confertiflorum), bush monkeyflower (Mimulus 
aurantiacus), California buckwheat (Eriogonum 
fasciculatum), farewell-to-spring (Clarkia bottae), 
and elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata). Also enjoy 
orange-red blooms of southern California dudleya 
(Dudleya lanceolata) that adorn the rock walls, and 
in certain places along the trail look for woolly blue 
curls (Trichostema lanatum), Chinese houses 
(Collinsia heterophylla), blue larkspur (Delphinium 
sp.), chaparral yucca (Yucca (Hesperoyucca) 
whipplei), morning glory (Calystegia sp.), and a few 
golden stars (Bloomeria crocea). 
 
In Malibu, exploring a portion of the Backbone Trail rewards with chamise (Adenostoma 
fasciculatum), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), common sunflower (Helianthus annuus), 
monkeyflower (Mimulus sp.), bush mallow (Malacothamnus fasciculatus), woolly blue curls 

(Trichostema lanatum), bush poppy 
(Dendromecon rigida), popcorn flower 
(Plagiobothrys sp.), chaparral yucca (Yucca 
(Hesperoyucca) whipplei), chaparral gilia (Gilia 
angelensis), skullcap (Scutellaria tuberosa), 
scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius), and 
more. To access this portion of the Backbone 
Trail start at the Corral Canyon Trailhead and 
head west. 
 
Heading back inland towards the boundary of 
the Angeles National Forest, off HWY 14, 
Placerita Canyon is festooned with a myriad of 
annuals, perennials, and flowering chaparral 
shrubs, but the newest bloom on this scene is 
the brilliant red heartleaf penstemon (Keckiella 
cordifolia, pictured). 

Matilija poppies – LA Zoo 
Photo courtesy and © Sandy Masuo 

Large flowered phacelia – Temescal Park 
Photo courtesy and © Ron Kraus 

Heartleaf penstemon – Placerita Canyon 
Photo courtesy and © Ron Kraus 
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South of HWY 138, between HWY 14 and I-15, the Devilôs Punchbowl Natural Area is starting 
to see glorious flannelbush (Fremontodendron californicum) blooming at the bottom of the 
canyon. Along the Loop Trail look for an abundance of scarlet bugler (Penstemon 
centranthifolius) and a few small mariposa lilies (Calochortus sp.). 
 
Near Ridgecrest north of Randsburg, HWY 395 is beautiful with desert senna (Senna armata), 
bladderpod (Isomeris arborea), indigo bush (Psorothamnus sp.), and golden bush (Ericameria 
sp.). 
 
Heading west along Garlock Road/Redrock Randsburg Road, take HWY 14 to visit a different 
Red Rock Canyon State Park where the warmer weather should be bringing out some flowers 
but if not the rock formations are sure to please. 

 
Kern River Canyon, near Lake Isabella, is 

showing a spectacular display of elegant 
clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), speckled clarkia 
(Clarkia cylindrica), rock monkeyflower 
(Mimulus longiflorus var. calycinus), and 
lanceleaf liveforever (Dudleya lanceolata). 
Around Lake Isabella (pictured) and up past 
Kernville enjoy pink patches of over half a 
dozen species of blooming clarkias (Clarkia 

spp.). 
 
Taking HWY 190 out of Porterville and into 
the Sequoia National Forest along the Great 

Western Divide Highway, towards California 
Hot Springs, affords wonderful views of a 
myriad of 
wildflowers. 
 

The foothills of the Sequoia National Park, along HWY 198, are still 
looking great on account of the unseasonable 
precipitation. Flannelbush (Fremontodendron californicum) is in full 

flower around elevations of 2,000 to 3,000 feet, along with California 
buckeye (Aesculus californica), lupines (Lupinus spp.), and common 
madia (Madia elegans). Later in June, the mountain dogwoods 
(Cornus nuttallii) should be in flower at the higher elevations in the 

Giant Forest, but right now there are still patches of snow. Given the 
rather unpredictable weather, visitors should be prepared for 
inclement conditions. 
 
Moving to the west we visit the Pinnacles National Monument 
where the hillsides are carpeted with bright pinks and purples from 
the number of clarkia (Clarkia spp.) and larkspur (Delphinium spp.) in 
bloom. Hiking High Peaks Trail rewards with speckled clarkia (Clarkia 
cylindrical, pictured), coastal larkspur (Delphinium californicum ssp. 
interius), western larkspur (Delphinium hesperium ssp. pallescens, 
pictured), lanceleaf liveforever (Dudleya lanceolata), and fringed 
onion (Allium fimbriatum var. fimbriatum); while the Bear Gulch Trail 

Clarkia species – area around Lake Isabella  
Photo courtesy and © John Wickham 

Western larkspur – Pinnacles 
Photo courtesy and © PNM 
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is decorated with California hedge nettle 
(Stachys bullata), blue witch (Solanum 
umbelliferum) and Parry’s larkspur 
(Delphinium parryi ssp. parryi) to name a 
few. 
 
Traveling along HWY 180 towards the upper 
foothills of the Sequoia National Forest, 
around Dunlap, there are still an abundance 
of wildflowers as well as California buckeye 
(Aesculus californica) and as you head into 

the Kings Canyon National Park look for 
early spring flowers.  
 
Near the Sierra National Forest, above 

Kings Canyon National Park, the foothills along HWY 168 and past Shaver Lake are radiant with 
Dudley’s clarkia (Clarkia dudleyana), elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), forest clarkia (Clarkia 
rhomboidea), blazing star (Mentzelia sp.), and globe gilia (Gilia capitata). For another colorful 
drive take Trimmer Springs Road as you meander along Pine Flat Lake. For a scenic drive at 
the beginning of July head to Nelder Grove, east of HWY 41, where beautiful Rhododendron sp. 
may be adorning the area. 
 
Near HWY 395 between 4,500 and 6,500 ft., bitterbrush (Purshia tridentata) and desert peach 
(Prunus andersonii) are decorating the eastern Sierraôs sagebrush scrub and steppe 
habitats. North of Mono Lake around the Bridgeport area, the Bodie Hillsô wildflower show is 
starting with fernleaf biscuitroot (Lomatium dissectum), Mohave wild parsley (Lomatium 
mohavense), milk vetch (Astragalus spp.), and dwarf purple monkeyflower (Mimulus nanus). 
Later in June Long Valley, south of Mammoth, should start showing great color. 
 
The high elevations of Death Valley National Park are a rainbow of color with brittlebush 
(Encelia farinosa), Acton’s encelia (Encelia actoni), desert 
alyssum (Lepidium fremontii), Shockley’s goldenhead 
(Acamptopappus shockleyi), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea 
ambigua), wavyleaf Indian paintbrush (Castilleja applegatei 
ssp. martinii), hopsage (Grayia spinosa), indigo bush 
(Psorothamnus fremontii), Fremont pincushion (Chaenactis 
fremontii), Parish’s larkspur (Delphinium parishii), Death 
Valley phacelia (Phacelia vallis-mortae), desert mariposa 
lily (Calochortus kennedyi), and many more unique finds. 

Good places to explore here include Wildrose Canyon, 
Emigrant Canyon, Emigrant Pass, Charcoal Kilns, and 
Titus Canyon, but just remember to bring your 4-Wheel 
Drive and high clearance vehicle. 
 
For a view of mountain dogwoods (Cornus nuttallii, 
pictured) in bloom head to Yosemite National Park where 
the roar of waterfalls is also an incredible spectacle to 
behold.  
 
This is our last report of the season. The Wildflower 
Hotline will return next March with information on wildflower 

Speckled clarkia – Pinnacles National Monument  
Photo courtesy and © Pinnacles National Monument 

Mountain dogwood – Yosemite National Park 
Photo courtesy and © Don Vogt 
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viewing locations throughout southern and central California. 
 
This Hotline is a free service but the Theodore Payne Foundation depends on the financial 
support of wildflower enthusiasts like you to continue providing this and other programs. Your 
monetary support also enables us to continue the Foundation’s ongoing mission to 
protect California’s natural habitats and educate the public about gardening with native plants. 
Donations are tax-deductible and can be made through our website, by mail, or by visiting the 

Foundation in Sun Valley. 
 

Until next year - drive safely and enjoy the botanical wonders of California! 
 

NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS: 
 
Idyllwild Nature Center 

¶ Memorial Weekend: Annual Wildflower and Art Exhibit on Saturday, May 29 – Monday, 
May 31 from 9:00am – 4:00pm. We will be featuring author, artist, educator, and 
interpreter John Muir Laws as he leads interpretative nature walks in the forest, Saturday 
through Monday from 10:00am – 12:00pm (Morning session is a day use fee). For a 
more hands on and up close affair, join him for an artist approach in his afternoon 
classes from 1:00pm – 3:00pm on plants, birds and wildlife (Afternoon session is 
$35.00). For more information contact the nature center at 951-659-3850. 

 
Laguna Coast Wilderness Park 

¶ Wildflower Hike on Saturday, June 12 from 8:30am ï 11:30am. Learn to identify native 

spring bloomers with Laguna Canyon Foundation volunteer naturalists on this moderate, 
but steep and rocky, 3.5-mile hike. Meet at Laguna Coast Wilderness Park, Willow 
Staging Area (20101 Laguna Canyon Road, just south of El Toro Road intersection). 
Reservations required (hikes fill up fast!): Call 949-923-2235 to RSVP. Parking fee: $3. 

Donation: $2/person. 
 
Maturango Museum 

¶ Little Petroglyph Canyon Tour on Saturday, June 5 and Sunday, June 6 (meet at 
Maturango Museum at 6:30am). Only United States citizens are allowed to go at this 
time as this tour will take you onto the China Lake Naval Weapons Base. All persons 
now must bring "proof of U.S. citizenship" like a valid passport or birth certificate, 
etc. Reservations must be made at least 10 days before the trip as paperwork gets 
turned in to the Navy then. No last minute additions or substitutions are 
allowed. The Museum recommends long pants and "sturdy" walking shoes. NO phone 
reservations! But we do need you to phone in on the Friday before your trip to make 
sure it's still a go - the Navy or weather can cancel the trip at any time! To download tour 
information and an application click here. 

 
Pine Hill Preserve 

¶ The Bureau of Land Management’s Mother Lode Field Office has one last scheduled 
springtime guided field trip on Sunday, June 6 (Salmon Falls) to view wildflowers and 
other features at the Pine Hill Preserve in western El Dorado County. This field trip starts 
at 9:00am. Fieldtrip participants will meet at a designated area and carpool to the site. 

Participants should bring a lunch or snacks, water, sturdy shoes, hats, sunscreen and 
insect repellant. All trips are limited to 25 participants. Participants must pre-register 
with the Pine Hill Preserve. For more information, please contact the BLM’s Mother Lode 
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Field Office, 5152 Hillsdale Circle, El Dorado Hills, Calif. 95762, or call (916) 941-3101 
or (916) 941-3134. For reservations, contact Hinshaw at graciela_hinshaw@ca.blm.gov. 

 
Yosemite Association 

¶ Tuolumne Wildflowers for the Relaxed Botanist from July 16 ï 18. Join this three-day 

excursion hosted by the Yosemite Association. The plant life adapted to our higher 
elevations has an intense life, dealing with frequent frosts, poor soils, strong winds, 
powerful ultraviolet radiation and a light supply of pollinators. The short growing season 
means that our high country flora has to work hard and fast to put on a strong display. 
Michael Ross has been following these plants for many years and is delighted to have 3 
days of casual explorations for sharing them with you. This is a great chance for 
beginning to mid-level admirers of flowers. The YA/YF member price is $209, non-
member price is $246. Hiking: moderate, 4-5 miles, at 8,600-9,000 ft. 

 

California Native Plant Society- Chapters__________________________________ 

 
CNPS-Orange County Chapter 

¶ Field trips include:  
o Sun., June 6: Plant ID Walk, Little Dalton Canyon, Pasadena at 9:00am. Leaders: Bob 

Muns, Liana Argento, and Michael Hecht will take you on a slow paced 3-4 hour walk 
to identify plants and talk about fire ecology in a fire recovered canyon. From Interstate 
210 E, exit Lone Hill Ave., go north on S. Lone Hill Ave, east on E. Foothill Blvd, and 
north on N. Valley Center Ave. Take the first left onto E. Sierra Madre Ave, then the 
first right onto Glendora Mountain Road and the third left to the parking area. Bring 
water, lunch, and hand lens (optional $1 plant list and $1 hand lens.) Rain cancels. 

 
CNPS-Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter 

¶ Field trips and events include:   
o Tues., June 8: A Talk on Orcuttôs Yellow Pincushion from 7:30pm ï 9:00pm. 

Roy van de Hoek and Marcia Hanscom, co-founders of the Ballona Institute will 
describe the discovery of an extremely rare coastal dune plant, Orcutt's yellow 
pincushion (Chaenactis glabriuscula var. orcuttiana), at the Ballona Lagoon 
Marine Preserve, which is a part of the Greater Ballona Wetlands Ecosystem. 
This talk will be held at the First United Methodist Church, 1008 11th Street, 
Santa Monica, CA. 

 
o Sun., June 27: Solstice Canyon ï Canyon Caper at 9:00am. Explore along the 

trail to discover the fire-following recovery of native wildflowers and grasses in 
natural and restoration sites; enjoy a gurgling stream meander under a canopy of 
alders, and check out the Solstice Creek waterfall. Bring water and snack. For 
more information call 818-345-6749. Duration: 2hrs. 

 
CNPS-San Gabriel Mountain Chapter 

¶ Field trips include:  
o Sun., June 13: Eaton Canyon Plant Walk led by Eva Morgan. Meet in front 

of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00am. Then go on a leisurely walk, about 2 
hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the 
nearby wild areas.  
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o Multiple Dates: Summer 2010 Mountain Plant Walks ï Pathways through the 
Pines led by Jane Strong. Did you know that California has more pine species 
than any other state or foreign nation except Mexico? During these walks we will 
examine the genus Pinus and the flora surrounding it. For all locations, bring 
water and snacks and have a full tank of gasoline because most of these are out-
of-the-way places. These walks are free and open to all, no reservations are 
required. 
Á Sat., June 5 at 10:00am - Heaps Peak Arboretum 
Á Sat., June 19 at 9:00am - Monrovia Canyon Park 
Á Sat., July 10 at 9:00am - Manker Flat, San Antonio Canyon 
Á Sat., July 24 at 10:00am - Table Mt. East near BIG PINES 
Á Sat., August 7 at 10:00am - MT. PINOS 
Á Sat., August 21 at 10:00am - Dawson Saddle  

 
CNPS-Kern County Chapter 

¶ Field trips include:  
o Sat., May 29: Bear Mountain ï Bear Valley Springs. Two meeting times – 1) 

8:00am meet at the Taco Bell at the corner of HWY 58 and Weedpatch HWY to 
carpool, or 2) 9:00am meet at the gate to Bear Valley Springs. RSVP required 
by email to Dorie at: dorengiragosian@peoplepc.com. If you intend to go, we 
must give names of drivers to our hostess, Lisa Pracchia, who will pass them on 
to the gate personnel. Please tell Dorie if you will want to drive, or ride with 
someone else. (We cannot organize carpools, due to insurance requirements, 
but we can sort ourselves out at the Taco Bell parking lot.) Bear Valley Springs is 
located at 5,600 feet. We will carpool to the top of Bear Mountain, and walk 
downhill about 2 to 3 miles to a campground where some cars will be left for the 
trip back to her home. The habitat is varied, with a 20 year old burn area, a lush 
watershed of ferns and a creek, and very old Ponderosa pines. There are also a 
number of side trails to explore, if the group is interested. Mountain Mahogany 
and Flannel Bush are expected standouts at this time. Please bring water, your 
lunch, hat, and walking sticks if you need them. Lisa has invited us to have lunch 
on her patio, with cold drinks she will provide. The patio offers a wide view of the 
Southern Sierra!  

 
CNPS-Bristlecone Chapter 

¶ Field trips and events include:  
o Sat., June 5: Blackrock Meadows - Desertification in the Name of Mitigation. 

Leader: Daniel Pritchett. In July 2007 the Bristlecone Chapter of CNPS formally 
requested DWP and Inyo County to modify groundwater management in the 
Blackrock area due to degradation of rare alkali meadow habitat. Shortly after we 
made out request, a fire burned part of the area. On this field trip we will lean 
about the ecology of alkali meadow ecosystems and their responses to 
groundwater drawdowns, fire, and non-native trout. We will explore an area from 
the Fort Independence reservation north to 8-mile Ranch/Blackrock hatchery 
area. Sense of humor and capacity for outrage required. 4x4 not necessary but 
high clearance may help. Meet at Fort Independence travel plaza/casino parking 
lot at 8:45am. Bring water, snacks, hat, and sunscreen. Trip will end by noon. 
For more information contact Daniel at 760-873-8943. 

 
o Sat., June 12: Baxter Pass Trail with Eastern Sierra Audubon and Friends of the 

Inyo. Leaders: Sydney Quinn and Steve McLaughlin. On this field trip take a walk 
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up the Baxter Pass Trail on the North Fork of Oak Creek. This area was intensely 
burned during the 2007 Independence Complex Fire. In 2008 there was little 
recovery, but in 2009 many of the oaks were beginning to sprout and the 
wildflowers were spectacular, including many species typically seen only 
following fire. We'll look at vegetation recovery, search for Black-backed 
Woodpeckers, and examine other fire effects. Meet at the Mt. Whitney Fish 
Hatchery north of Independence at 8:30am; bring water, lunch, sunscreen, hat, 

binoculars, and your curiosity.  
 

o Sat., July 17: Bloody Canyon, Sierra Nevada. Leader: Jerry Zatorski. Beginning 
on the south ridge above Walker Lake we hike down to the lake and make our 
way up the Walker Creek drainage. The name of this canyon hints to the 
geologic story here. As we ascend, the rock and soils change from the familiar 
gray and tan, like in much of the Sierra Nevada, to rust or old blood color, which 
is characteristic of older roof pendant rock. Not only is roof pendant geologically 
interesting, there are also special arrays of plants that are often found on these 
soils. From mountain riparian forest near Walker Lake to subalpine forest to 
alpine talus at the highest elevations this hike will traverse a variety of habitats 
and elevations. The trail tops out at Mono Pass just over 5 miles from the trail 
head, and if we get that far, this will be the return point for this trip. Participants 
should be in good hiking condition at high elevation, and prepare to hike all day. 
Participants should bring lunch, snacks and plenty of fluids. Dress for the 
weather & conditions, hat, sunscreen, hiking shoes... 4WD vehicles are 
recommended on the road to the trail head. We will meet at 8:00am at the Parker 
Lake Rd. at the junction of SR 158. For more information contact Jerry at 
jerryzat@gmail.com.  

 
o Fri., July 23: Minaret Summit Ridge. Leaders: Cathy Rose and Steve 

McLaughlin. Meet at Mammoth Lakes Ranger Station/Visitors Center at 8:30am 
for carpooling. We'll have a steady uphill walk with spectacular views up and 
down the Sierra and over to the Glass and White Mountains. Wildflowers should 
be excellent. Be prepared for wind and exposure. Bring water, sunscreen, and 
lunch. Round trip distance is about 4 miles. For more information contact Steve 
at 760-938-3140.  
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