Wildflower Hotline

Every Weekend March through May (818) 768-3533

Welcome to the 28" Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne
Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, and education center dedicated
to the preservation of wildflowers and native California plants.

The large expanses of color may be quieting down at the lower elevations of southern and
central California, but there is still plenty to discover in our mountains and protected canyons.

South of Julian along HWY 79, the chaparral at the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park is
decorated with Pgeanmthuspalmed)eara hiksidehpaas(Lathyrus vestitus),

while the southern end of the park is brilliant with desert ceanothus (Ceanothus greggii), bush
monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), and chaparral yucca (Yucca (Hesperoyucca) whipplei).

Be sure to visit the meadows here, which are quite splendid with blue eyed Mary (Collinsia
parviflora), mountain violet (Viola purpurea), goldfields (Lasthenia californica), blue dicks
(Dichelostemma capitatum), golden rayed pentachaeta (Pentachaeta aurea), fiddleneck

(Amsinckia menziesii var. intermedia), tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), purpleo wl 6 s c¢cl over
(Castilleja exserta ssp. exserta), and more.

Stunning displays of golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum) and bush monkeyflower

(Mimulus aurantiacus) can be seen throughouttheSant a Rosa Pl ateau Ecol ogic
chaparral habitat and along Clinton Keith Road. California poppy (Eschscholzia californica) and

white chick lupine (Lupinus microcarpus var. microcarpus) also form
beautiful displays on many trails. For a trail bursting with thousands of
blooms take the Waterline/Vista Grande Loop to discover Chinese
houses (Collinsia heterophylla), three spot (Osmadenia tenella), splendid
mariposa lily (Calochortus splendens), seep monkeyflower (Mimulus
guttatus), and more. The Vernal Pool Loop is still brilliant with spotted
downingia (Downingia bella) and the state and federally protected thread
leaved brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia).

For an amazing drive brilliant with over 20 species of wildflowers traverse
the Cleveland National Forest, starting west of HWY 15, by taking
Skyline Drive and continuing along Black Star Canyon Road (high
clearance vehicle recommended). And east of HWY 241, Trabuco
Canyon Road is also adorned
with matilija poppies (Romneya
coulteri). Woodland star i Glendora Ridge Rd.
Photo courtesy and © Madena Asbell

East of HWY 39, running through the San Gabriel

Mountains, Glendora Ridge Road holds a treasure

trove of wildflowers. At a glance along this drive enjoy

bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), grape soda

lupine (Lupinus excubitus), and woolly Indian

paintbrush (Castilleja foliolosa, pictured), but if you get

out of your car and look you will also find prickly phlox
(Leptodactylon californicum), mi n e r qQaytbn@t t uc e
parviflora), woodland star (Lithophragma sp., pictured),

blue larkspur (Delphinium parryi), baby blue eyes

Yellow woolly Indian paintbrush i Glendora Ridge Rd.
Photo courtesy and © Madena Asbell


http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_ID=667
http://www.riversidecountyparks.org/park-directory/all-parks/santa-rosa-plateau/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/cleveland/

(Nemophila menziesii), cobweb thistle (Cirsium occidentale), spearleaf mountain dandelion
(Agoseris retrorsa), and a few small flowered fairypoppy (Meconella denticulata).

A hike along the trails of Griffith Park reveals bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus),
golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), and caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria), while a
drive along Zoo Drive enchants with farewell-to-spring (Clarkia spp.), elderberry (Sambucus
mexicana), and matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri).

In La Cafiada Flintridge, the Descanso Gardens are adorned with the show-stopping matilija
poppy (Romneya coulteri) blooms which are reminiscent of a fried egg. Other natives still
blooming in the Gardens, include yarrow (Achillea millefolium), globe gilia (Gilia capitata),
elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), honeysuckle vines (Lonicera sp.), and various buckeye
trees (Aesculus californica).

For rolling hills of white popcorn flower
(Plagiobothrys spp., pictured), take a
drive through the Angeles National
Forest along the upper sections of Big
Tujunga Canyon Road. And as you
climb this road enjoy hillsides decorated
with swaths of purple phacelia (Phacelia
spp.) and yellow monkeyflower
(Mimulus spp.). But both the Angeles
Forest Highway and Big Tujunga
Canyon Road are awash of color
including morning glory (Calystegia sp.),
chia (Salvia columbariae), elderberry

WA

(Sambucus mexicana), black sage Swaths of popcorn flower i Big Tujunga Canyon Rd.
(Salvia mellifera), scarlet bugler Photo courtesy and © Gerald Reponen

(Penstemon centranthifolius), California

buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), bush poppy
(Dendromecon rigida), baby blue eyes (Nemophila
menziesii), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), live forever
(Dudleya sp.), and chaparral yucca (Yucca (Hesperoyucca)
whipplei). To continue the wildflower driving tour, take
Placerita Canyon Road and Little Tujunga Canyon Road to
see common sunflower (Helianthus annuus, pictured), arroyo
lupine (Lupinus succulentus), yerba santa (Eriodictyon sp.),
stinging lupine (Lupinus hirsutissimus), and many, many
more.

Seventeen miles east of Lancaster off 170" Street East, the £97
Saddleback Butte State Parki s decor at ed w EEiall
encelia (Encelia actoni), fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.), and
Joshua tree (Yucca brevifolia). For a hiking adventure
adorned with flowers try the Little Butte Trail or the
Saddleback Butte Peak Trail.

Off HWY 14, Placerita Canyon is exploding with color! A
visit here rewards with purple sage (Salvia leucophylla),

Common sunflower i Angeles National Forest
Photo courtesy and © Christine Johnson


http://www.laparks.org/dos/parks/griffithpk/
http://www.lazoo.org/botanicalgardens/botanicalhighlights.html
http://www.descansogardens.org/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/angeles/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/angeles/
http://www.parks.ca.gov/default.asp?page_id=618
http://www.placerita.org/

butterfly mariposa lily (Calochortus
venustus), farewell-to-spring (Clarkia
sp., pictured), elegant clarkia (Clarkia
unguiculata), white snapdragon
(Antirrhinum coulterianum), California
wild rose (Rosa californica), Chinese
houses (Collinsia heterophylla), rose
shapdragon (Antirrhinum
multiflorum), live forever (Dudleya
sp.), and Indian paintbrush (Castilleja
sp.), especially along the Ecology
and Canyon Trails.

South of HWY 101 in Tarzana,
Caballero Canyon is bedecked with
sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus
Farewell-to-spring 1 Placerita Canyon aur'antlacus), Ca_"fomla buckwheat
Photo courtesy and © Ron Kraus (Eriogonum fasciculatum), heartleaf
penstemon (Keckiella cordifolia),
golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertifiorum), black (Salvia mellifera) and purple sage (Salvia
leucophylla), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), purple nightshade (Solanum sp.), golden
stars (Bloomeria crocea), California wild rose (Rosa californica), elderberry (Sambucus
mexicana), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), and a few clubhair (Calochortus clavatus) and
Catalina mariposa lilies (Calochortus catalinae). There are no trail signs here so to access this
area enter the main canyon off Reseda Blvd., right across from Braemar Country Club. At the
beginning of your hike the trail splits in the dry creek bed, take the path to the right to continue
along the Woodland Trail. After a while you start to go uphill, walking under scrub and coast live
oaks. Once at the top you are on Mulholland Drive, turn left (east) on Mulholland and go down
the main canyon (old Reseda Fire Road), which is right by the bench on the left of Mulholland
overlooking the valley and this will bring you back to the parking area on Reseda Blvd.

In Malibu, the Charmlee Wilderness Park is still gorgeous with sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus
longiflorus), Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), and
purple nightshade (Solanum xanti) throughout the park. In the chaparral enjoy fragrant stands of
blooming black sage (Salvia mellifera), while the Botany »
Trail is adorned with hummingbird sage (Salvia spathacea).
Along the fire road above the oak picnic area look for
Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla) and Indian
paintbrush (Castilleja affinis), and in the meadow and
southwest areas enjoy longleaf bush lupine (Lupinus
longifolius).

Near Ojai off HWY 150, Horn Canyon in the Los Padres
National Forest presents a challenging hike replete with
flowers, including Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), lupine
(Lupinus sp.), hillside pea (Lathyrus vestitus), purple sage
(Salvia leucophylla), morning glory (Calystegia sp.), and
many species of mariposa lilies (Calochortus spp., one
pictured).



http://www.ci.malibu.ca.us/index.cfm?fuseaction=DetailGroup&CID=3801&NavID=174
http://www.localhikes.com/Hikes/HornCanyon_4472.asp
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/lospadres/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/lospadres/

At the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden wildflower displays now include large swaths of lupines
(Lupinus microcarpus var. densiflorus , L. croceus), elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata),
punchbowl godetia (Clarkia bottae), bird's eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), several species of sage
(Salvia spp.), and patches of golden yarrow (Eriophyllum

confertiflorum), plus magnificent views of the Northern Clubhair mariposa lily i Horn Canyon
Channel Islands. Several sections of Photo courtesy and © Heidi Anderson
the Porter Trail continue to be dominated by stands of foothill needle grass (Nassella

lepida). The Meadow Section is at its peak of color, including large patches of California poppy
(Eschscholzia californica), deep blue forms of foothill penstemon (Penstemon heterophyllus),
yellow evening primrose (Oenothera elata ssp. hookeri), yellow-flowered meadow foam
(Limnanthes douglasii), and yarrow (Achillea millefolium), against a backdrop of giant wild rye
(Leymus condensatus), matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri), and purple sage (Salvia leucophylla).
The Canyon Section, including the Gardendés iconic
massive show of canyon sunflower (Venegasia carpesioides) and the first of many Humboldt
Lilies (Lilium humboldtii).

In the Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area, near Gorman and off I-5, the north
grasslands have nice patches of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) along Stipa Trail

as well as a few grape soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus), Cooper 6 s ¢ &ricanenab us h (
cooperi), globe gilia (Gilia capitata), chia (Salvia columbariae), fiddleneck (Amsinckia tessellata),
Fremont 6s haanactissframontii), wifite tidy tips (Layia glandulosa), imbricate

phacelia (Phacelia imbricata), Davids o n 6 s b | u e Cdligs@a thartditfalin yar. davidsonii),

and desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata). Behind the barbed wire fence, a good display of

- California poppies is still visible along Peace Valley

Road between Sewer Line Road and Quail Lake Road,

but remember to stay on the right side of the fence.

The North Chalone Trail in the Pinnacles National
Monument has a lovely showing of fairy fans (Clarkia
breweri, pictured) along with bush poppy
(Dendromecon rigida) and golden yarrow (Eriophyllum
confertiflorum). Taking the High Peaks Trail is also a
delight as white pitcher sage (Lepechinia calycina),
chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), and Ramona
clarkia (Clarkia similis) are starting to bloom and are
joined by a beautiful showing of western larkspur
(Delphinium hesperium ssp. pallescens) and lance-

leaved dudleya (Dudleya lanceolata).

Decorating the steep mountainsides along the lowest elevations of Yosemite around Merced
River Canyon look for common madia (Madia elegans), and
driving along HWY140 through Mariposa to El Portal along the
Merced River discover spicebush (Calycanthus occidentalis)
beginning to show their reddish-brown flowers. Also adorning the roadsides are twining
brodiaea (Dichelostemma volubile), Applegate's paintbrush (Castilleja applegatei), fiesta flower
(Pholistoma auritum), white fairy lantern (Calochortus albus), deer brush (Ceanothus
integerrimus), and the lavender flora of yerba santa (Eriodictyon californicum). And dangling out
of rock crevasses look for lime green jewelflower (Streptanthus tortuosus). Inside Yosemite
National Park near the town of Foresta, Big Meadow has several wildflowers including purple
mouse ears (Mimulus douglasii), Pal mer 6 s mo(Mikndus palmeny,&r ay 6s | upi ne

Fairy fans i Pinnacles National Monument
Photo courtesy and © Pinnacles Nat. Monument


http://www.sbbg.org/
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=405
http://www.nps.gov/pinn/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/pinn/index.htm
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/folsom/mercedriverrec.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/folsom/mercedriverrec.html
http://www.nps.gov/yose/naturescience/bloom.htm
http://www.nps.gov/yose/naturescience/bloom.htm

(Lupinus grayi), and the most striking colorful
lupine in the park harlequin lupine (Lupinus stiversii).

Near Ridgecrest the Maturango Museum offers tours of Little Petroglyph Canyon located on
the China Lake Naval Weapons Base. On this tour you will not only see ancient petroglyphs but
y o luadso find dazzling stands of desert Big saltbush i Little Petroglyph Canyon

mariposa lily (Calochortus kennedyi), big Photo courtesy and © Nick Warner

saltbush (Atriplex sp., pictured), desert sage

(Salvia dorrii, pictured), and beavertail pear (Opuntia basilaris). Advance reservations are
absolutely required for this tour, for more information see the events listing below.

The higher elevations of Death Valley National Park,
between 3,000 and 5,000 feet, should still be putting

. on a
Desert sage i Little Petroglyph Canyon d
Photo courtesy and © Nick Warner goo
show

with desert mariposa lily (Calochortus kennedyi),

Fremont phacelia (Phacelia fremontii), desert mallow
(Sphaeralcea ambigua), F r e mo indig® sish

(Psorothamnus fremontii),and Act onds encel i a
(Encelia actoni), as well as a number of cactus

species.

In the Kingston Mountains, north of I-15 along

Excelsior Mine Road, Indian paintbrush (Castilleja

sp.), chaparral yucca (Yucca sp.), desert globemallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), and Mohave
mound cactus (Echinocereus triglochidiatus, pictured) decorate the area. NOTE: A 4-wheel
drive, high clearance vehicle is needed to continue past Horse Thief Spring.

In the Mojave National Preserve, explore Aiken Mine
Road, Cima Dome, and Castle Peaks to find Mohave
mound cactus (Echinocereus triglochidiatus), antelope
bush (Purshia tridentata), desert almond (Prunus fasciculata), Wal | aceds wool ly dai
(Eriophyllum wallacei), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), Fremont pincushion (Phacelia

fremontii), Bi gel owd s (Mimuluk leigelbvii),camdenore.

Mohave mound cactus i Kingston Mountains
Photo courtesy and © Murl L. Shaver llI

**Enjoy yourtravels , st ay on designated paths, and pl eas

That 6s it f or t hlassrepored tke 2010 seaskn oh Briday, tMaye28th.


http://www.maturango.org/
http://www.nps.gov/deva/
http://www.nps.gov/moja/

