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Every Weekend March through May (818) 768-3533




Welcome to the 28th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, and education center dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and native California plants.
The large expanses of color may be quieting down at the lower elevations of southern and central California, but there is still plenty to discover in our mountains and protected canyons.
South of Julian along HWY 79, the chaparral at the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park is decorated with Palmer’s ceanothus (Ceanothus palmeri) and hillside pea (Lathyrus vestitus), while the southern end of the park is brilliant with desert ceanothus (Ceanothus greggii), bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), and chaparral yucca (Yucca (Hesperoyucca) whipplei). Be sure to visit the meadows here, which are quite splendid with blue eyed Mary (Collinsia parviflora), mountain violet (Viola purpurea), goldfields (Lasthenia californica), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), golden rayed pentachaeta (Pentachaeta aurea), fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii var. intermedia), tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), purple owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta ssp. exserta), and more.  
Stunning displays of golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum) and bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus) can be seen throughout the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve’s chaparral habitat and along Clinton Keith Road. California poppy (Eschscholzia californica) and white chick lupine (Lupinus microcarpus var. microcarpus) also form beautiful displays on many trails. For a trail bursting with thousands of blooms take the Waterline/Vista Grande Loop to discover Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), three spot (Osmadenia tenella), splendid mariposa lily (Calochortus splendens), seep monkeyflower (Mimulus guttatus), and more. The Vernal Pool Loop is still brilliant with spotted downingia (Downingia bella) and the state and federally protected thread leaved brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia).
For an amazing drive brilliant with over 20 species of wildflowers traverse the Cleveland National Forest, starting west of HWY 15, by taking Skyline Drive and continuing along Black Star Canyon Road (high clearance vehicle recommended). And east of HWY 241, Trabuco Canyon Road is also adorned with matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri).
East of HWY 39, running through the San Gabriel Mountains, Glendora Ridge Road holds a treasure trove of wildflowers. At a glance along this drive enjoy bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), grape soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus), and woolly Indian paintbrush (Castilleja foliolosa, pictured), but if you get out of your car and look you will also find prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum), miner’s lettuce (Claytonia parviflora), woodland star (Lithophragma sp., pictured), blue larkspur (Delphinium parryi), baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), cobweb thistle (Cirsium occidentale), spearleaf mountain dandelion (Agoseris retrorsa), and a few small flowered fairypoppy (Meconella denticulata).
A hike along the trails of Griffith Park reveals bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), and caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria), while a drive along Zoo Drive enchants with farewell-to-spring (Clarkia spp.), elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), and matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri).
In La Cañada Flintridge, the Descanso Gardens are adorned with the show-stopping matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri) blooms which are reminiscent of a fried egg. Other natives still blooming in the Gardens, include yarrow (Achillea millefolium), globe gilia (Gilia capitata), elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), honeysuckle vines (Lonicera sp.), and various buckeye trees (Aesculus californica).
For rolling hills of white popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys spp., pictured), take a drive through the Angeles National Forest along the upper sections of Big Tujunga Canyon Road. And as you climb this road enjoy hillsides decorated with swaths of purple phacelia (Phacelia spp.) and yellow monkeyflower (Mimulus spp.). But both the Angeles Forest Highway and Big Tujunga Canyon Road are awash of color including morning glory (Calystegia sp.), chia (Salvia columbariae), elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), black sage (Salvia mellifera), scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), live forever (Dudleya sp.), and chaparral yucca (Yucca (Hesperoyucca) whipplei). To continue the wildflower driving tour, take Placerita Canyon Road and Little Tujunga Canyon Road to see common sunflower (Helianthus annuus, pictured), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), yerba santa (Eriodictyon sp.), stinging lupine (Lupinus hirsutissimus), and many, many more.
Seventeen miles east of Lancaster off 170th Street East, the Saddleback Butte State Park is decorated with Acton’s encelia (Encelia actoni), fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.), and Joshua tree (Yucca brevifolia). For a hiking adventure adorned with flowers try the Little Butte Trail or the Saddleback Butte Peak Trail.
Off HWY 14, Placerita Canyon is exploding with color! A visit here rewards with purple sage (Salvia leucophylla), butterfly mariposa lily (Calochortus venustus), farewell-to-spring (Clarkia sp., pictured), elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), white snapdragon (Antirrhinum coulterianum), California wild rose (Rosa californica), Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), rose snapdragon (Antirrhinum multiflorum), live forever (Dudleya sp.), and Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), especially along the Ecology and Canyon Trails. 
South of HWY 101 in Tarzana, Caballero Canyon is bedecked with sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), heartleaf penstemon (Keckiella cordifolia), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), black (Salvia mellifera) and purple sage (Salvia leucophylla), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), purple nightshade (Solanum sp.), golden stars (Bloomeria crocea), California wild rose (Rosa californica), elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), and a few clubhair (Calochortus clavatus) and Catalina mariposa lilies (Calochortus catalinae). There are no trail signs here so to access this area enter the main canyon off Reseda Blvd., right across from Braemar Country Club. At the beginning of your hike the trail splits in the dry creek bed, take the path to the right to continue along the Woodland Trail. After a while you start to go uphill, walking under scrub and coast live oaks. Once at the top you are on Mulholland Drive, turn left (east) on Mulholland and go down the main canyon (old Reseda Fire Road), which is right by the bench on the left of Mulholland overlooking the valley and this will bring you back to the parking area on Reseda Blvd.
In Malibu, the Charmlee Wilderness Park is still gorgeous with sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus longiflorus), Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), and purple nightshade (Solanum xanti) throughout the park. In the chaparral enjoy fragrant stands of blooming black sage (Salvia mellifera), while the Botany Trail is adorned with hummingbird sage (Salvia spathacea). Along the fire road above the oak picnic area look for Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla) and Indian paintbrush (Castilleja affinis), and in the meadow and southwest areas enjoy longleaf bush lupine (Lupinus longifolius).
Near Ojai off HWY 150, Horn Canyon in the Los Padres National Forest presents a challenging hike replete with flowers, including Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), lupine (Lupinus sp.), hillside pea (Lathyrus vestitus), purple sage (Salvia leucophylla), morning glory (Calystegia sp.), and many species of mariposa lilies (Calochortus spp., one pictured).
At the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden wildflower displays now include large swaths of lupines (Lupinus microcarpus var. densiflorus , L. croceus), elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), punchbowl godetia (Clarkia bottae), bird's eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), several species of sage (Salvia spp.), and  patches of golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), plus magnificent views of the Northern Channel Islands. Several sections of the Porter Trail continue to be dominated by stands of foothill needle grass (Nassella lepida). The Meadow Section is at its peak of color, including large patches of California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), deep blue forms of foothill penstemon (Penstemon heterophyllus), yellow evening primrose (Oenothera elata ssp. hookeri), yellow-flowered meadow foam (Limnanthes douglasii), and yarrow (Achillea millefolium), against a backdrop of giant wild rye (Leymus condensatus), matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri), and purple sage (Salvia leucophylla). The Canyon Section, including the Garden’s iconic redwoods, is currently experiencing a massive show of canyon sunflower (Venegasia carpesioides) and the first of many Humboldt Lilies (Lilium humboldtii).
In the Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area, near Gorman and off I-5, the north grasslands have nice patches of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) along Stipa Trail as well as a few grape soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus), Cooper’s goldenbush (Ericameria cooperi), globe gilia (Gilia capitata), chia (Salvia columbariae), fiddleneck (Amsinckia tessellata), Fremont’s pincushion (Chaenactis fremontii), white tidy tips (Layia glandulosa), imbricate phacelia (Phacelia imbricata), Davidson’s blue eyed Mary (Collinsia bartsiifolia var. davidsonii), and desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata). Behind the barbed wire fence, a good display of California poppies is still visible along Peace Valley Road between Sewer Line Road and Quail Lake Road, but remember to stay on the right side of the fence.
The North Chalone Trail in the Pinnacles National Monument has a lovely showing of fairy fans (Clarkia breweri, pictured) along with bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida) and golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum). Taking the High Peaks Trail is also a delight as white pitcher sage (Lepechinia calycina), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), and Ramona clarkia (Clarkia similis) are starting to bloom and are joined by a beautiful showing of western larkspur (Delphinium hesperium ssp. pallescens) and lance-leaved dudleya (Dudleya lanceolata).
Decorating the steep mountainsides along the lowest elevations of Yosemite around Merced River Canyon look for common madia (Madia elegans), and driving along HWY140 through Mariposa to El Portal along the Merced River discover spicebush (Calycanthus occidentalis) beginning to show their reddish-brown flowers. Also adorning the roadsides are twining brodiaea (Dichelostemma volubile), Applegate's paintbrush (Castilleja applegatei), fiesta flower (Pholistoma auritum), white fairy lantern (Calochortus albus), deer brush (Ceanothus integerrimus), and the lavender flora of yerba santa (Eriodictyon californicum). And dangling out of rock crevasses look for lime green jewelflower (Streptanthus tortuosus). Inside Yosemite National Park near the town of Foresta, Big Meadow has several wildflowers including purple mouse ears (Mimulus douglasii), Palmer’s monkeyflower (Mimulus palmeri), Gray’s lupine (Lupinus grayi), and the most striking colorful lupine in the park harlequin lupine (Lupinus stiversii).
Near Ridgecrest the Maturango Museum offers tours of Little Petroglyph Canyon located on the China Lake Naval Weapons Base. On this tour you will not only see ancient petroglyphs but you’ll also find dazzling stands of desert mariposa lily (Calochortus kennedyi), big saltbush (Atriplex sp., pictured), desert sage (Salvia dorrii, pictured), and beavertail pear (Opuntia basilaris). Advance reservations are absolutely required for this tour, for more information see the events listing below.
The higher elevations of Death Valley National Park, between 3,000 and 5,000 feet, should still be putting on a good show with desert mariposa lily (Calochortus kennedyi), Fremont phacelia (Phacelia fremontii), desert mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), Fremont’s indigo bush (Psorothamnus fremontii), and Acton’s encelia (Encelia actoni), as well as a number of cactus species.
In the Kingston Mountains, north of I-15 along Excelsior Mine Road, Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), chaparral yucca (Yucca sp.), desert globemallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), and Mohave mound cactus (Echinocereus triglochidiatus, pictured) decorate the area. NOTE: A 4-wheel drive, high clearance vehicle is needed to continue past Horse Thief Spring. 

In the Mojave National Preserve, explore Aiken Mine Road, Cima Dome, and Castle Peaks to find Mohave mound cactus (Echinocereus triglochidiatus), antelope bush (Purshia tridentata), desert almond (Prunus fasciculata), Wallace’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), Fremont pincushion (Phacelia fremontii), Bigelow’s monkeyflower (Mimulus bigelovii), and more.

**Enjoy your travels, stay on designated paths, and please don’t pick the flowers!**
That’s it for this week. Look for the last report of the 2010 season on Friday, May 28th.  
This year the Theodore Payne Foundation’s Wildflower Hotline received thousands of phone calls and website visits each week. To operate and produce the Hotline we rely on contributions from patrons like you. Every dollar helps us fulfill our mission to protect California’s natural habitats – and educate the public about gardening with native plants. Donations are tax-deductible and can be made through our website, by mail, or by visiting our retail nursery and bookstore in Sun Valley. We’re open Tuesday through Saturday, 8:30am to 4:30pm. 
Finally if you would like to be a wildflower reporter, please send your information about native wildflowers and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday. NOTE: there is only ONE more wildflower report left for the 2010 season.

NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS:
Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area
· Hungry Valley Wildflower Tours on Saturday, May 22 and Sunday, May 23 led by Park Rangers and staff. Visitors are asked to meet at the Hungry Valley Visitor Center at 11:00am and follow park staff to the viewing area. Duration: 1 hour. 

Idyllwild Nature Center
· Memorial Weekend: Annual Wildflower and Art Exhibit on Saturday, May 29 – Monday, May 31 from 9:00am – 4:00pm. We will be featuring author, artist, educator, and interpreter John Muir Laws as he leads interpretative nature walks in the forest, Saturday through Monday from 10:00am – 12:00pm (Morning session is a day use fee). For more hands on and up close affair, join him for an artist approach in his afternoon classes from 1:00pm – 3:00pm on plants, birds and wildlife (Afternoon session is $35.00). For more information contact the nature center at 951-659-3850.
Joshua Tree National Park
· Wildflower Safari South on Saturday, May 22 at 11:00am. Meet at the Cottonwood Visitor Center and then travel to a nearby flowering location. Duration: 1 hour, length: ¼ mile on a flat, paved trail. Ranger Programs are free; no reservations required.
Laguna Coast Wilderness Park
· Wildflower Hike on Saturday, June 12 from 8:30am – 11:30am. Learn to identify native spring bloomers with Laguna Canyon Foundation volunteer naturalists on this moderate, but steep and rocky, 3.5-mile hike. Meet at Laguna Coast Wilderness Park, Willow Staging Area (20101 Laguna Canyon Road, just south of El Toro Road intersection). Reservations required (hikes fill up fast!): Call 949-923-2235 to RSVP. Parking fee: $3. Donation: $2/person.
Maturango Museum
· Little Petroglyph Canyon Tour on Saturday, June 5 and Sunday, June 6 (spaces are now available on these two dates). Only United States citizens are allowed to go at this time as this tour will take you onto the China Lake Naval Weapons Base. All persons now must bring "proof of U.S. citizenship" like a valid passport or birth certificate, etc. Reservations must be made at least 10 days before the trip as paperwork gets turned in to the Navy then. No last minute additions or substitutions are allowed. The Museum recommends long pants and "sturdy" walking shoes. NO phone reservations! But we do need you to phone in on the Friday before your trip to make sure it's still a go - the Navy or weather can cancel the trip at any time! To download tour information and an application click here.
Pine Hill Preserve
· The Bureau of Land Management’s Mother Lode Field Office has scheduled five springtime guided field trips to view wildflowers and other features at the Pine Hill Preserve in western El Dorado County.

These guided field trips will be held on:
Sat., May 22 (Cameron Park)               
Sun., June 6 (Salmon Falls)              

All field trips start at 9:00am. Fieldtrip participants will meet at a designated area and carpool to the site. Participants should bring a lunch or snacks, water, sturdy shoes, hats, sunscreen and insect repellant. All trips are limited to 25 participants. Participants must pre-register with the Pine Hill Preserve. For more information, please contact the BLM’s Mother Lode Field Office, 5152 Hillsdale Circle, El Dorado Hills, Calif. 95762, or call (916) 941-3101 or (916) 941-3134. For reservations, contact Hinshaw at graciela_hinshaw@ca.blm.gov.

Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden
· Garden Walk: Focus on Cacti on Sunday, May 23 from 1:00pm – 3:00pm. Cacti comprise one of the showiest groups of succulents in the desert communities of southern California. These Garden walks will showcase many species and some cultivated varieties of cacti in the Garden’s collection. Participants will come to appreciate these spiny plants for their beauty and diversity. Meet at the RSABG Gift Shop. Cost: $12/member and $14/non-member.
Yosemite Association
· Tuolumne Wildflowers for the Relaxed Botanist from July 16 – 18. Join this three-day excursion hosted by the Yosemite Association. The plant life adapted to our higher elevations has an intense life, dealing with frequent frosts, poor soils, strong winds, powerful ultraviolet radiation and a light supply of pollinators. The short growing season means that our high country flora has to work hard and fast to put on a strong display. Michael Ross has been following these plants for many years and is delighted to have 3 days of casual explorations for sharing them with you. This is a great chance for beginning to mid-level admirers of flowers. The YA/YF member price is $209, non-member price is $246. Hiking: moderate, 4-5 miles, at 8,600-9,000 ft.
California Native Plant Society- Chapters__________________________________

CNPS-San Diego Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., May 22: Torrey Pines Extension from 10:00am – 12:00pm. Field trip led by Andrienne Heinzelman and Dave Flietner. Exit I-5 west at Del Mar Heights; left on Mar Scenic Drive. Meet at the end of Mar Scenic Dr. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water and sunscreen.
CNPS-Orange County Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., May 22: Guided Trip in the Santa Ana Mountains. The Santa Ana Mountains Natural History Association (SAMNHA) in association with the Trabuco Ranger District offers a guided trip in the Santa Ana Mountains each month. On May 22, they are sponsoring a driving trip in the Santa Ana Mountains. Reservations are required and space is limited. For more information, contact Debra Clarke, (951) 736-1811 ext. 3227, drclarke@fs.fed.us.
· Sun., June 6: Plant ID Walk, Little Dalton Canyon, Pasadena at 9:00am. Leaders: Bob Muns, Liana Argento, and Michael Hecht will take you on a slow paced 3-4 hour walk to identify plants and talk about fire ecology in a fire recovered canyon. From Interstate 210 E, exit Lone Hill Ave., go north on S. Lone Hill Ave, east on E. Foothill Blvd, and north on N. Valley Center Ave. Take the first left onto E. Sierra Madre Ave, then the first right onto Glendora Mountain Road and the third left to the parking area. Bring water, lunch, and hand lens (optional $1 plant list and $1 hand lens.) Rain cancels.
CNPS-Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter
· Field trips and events include:  
· Sun., May 23: Malibu Bluffs Park – Bluffs Ramble to the Sea at 10:00am. Explore along the trail to discover native wildflowers and grasses (and the invasion of weeds); enjoy great views of mountains and sea; dip your toes into the bay as we walk along the beach; look for dolphins, whales and sea birds. For more information call 818-782-9346. Duration: 2hrs.

· Tues., June 8: A Talk on Orcutt’s Yellow Pincushion from 7:30pm – 9:00pm. Roy van de Hoek and Marcia Hanscom, co-founders of the Ballona Institute will describe the discovery of an extremely rare coastal dune plant, Orcutt's yellow pincushion (Chaenactis glabriuscula var. orcuttiana), at the Ballona Lagoon Marine Preserve, which is a part of the Greater Ballona Wetlands Ecosystem. This talk will be held at the First United Methodist Church, 1008 11th Street, Santa Monica, CA.

· Sun., June 27: Solstice Canyon – Canyon Caper at 9:00am. Explore along the trail to discover the fire-following recovery of native wildflowers and grasses in natural and restoration sites; enjoy a gurgling stream meander under a canopy of alders, and check out the Solstice Creek waterfall. Bring water and snack. For more information call 818-345-6749. Duration: 2hrs.
CNPS-San Gabriel Mountain Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sun., June 13: Eaton Canyon Plant Walk led by Eva Morgan. Meet in front of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00am. Then go on a leisurely walk, about 2 hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the nearby wild areas. 
· Multiple Dates: Summer 2010 Mountain Plant Walks – Pathways through the Pines led by Jane Strong. Did you know that California has more pine species than any other state or foreign nation except Mexico? During these walks we will examine the genus Pinus and the flora surrounding it. For all locations, bring water and snacks and have a full tank of gasoline because most of these are out-of-the-way places. These walks are free and open to all, no reservations are required.
· Sat., June 5 at 10:00am - Heaps Peak Arboretum
· Sat., June 19 at 9:00am - Monrovia Canyon Park
· Sat., July 10 at 9:00am - Manker Flat, San Antonio Canyon
· Sat., July 24 at 10:00am - Table Mt. East near BIG PINES
· Sat., August 7 at 10:00am - MT. PINOS
· Sat., August 21 at 10:00am - Dawson Saddle 
CNPS-Kern County Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., May 29: Bear Mountain – Bear Valley Springs. Two meeting times – 1) 8:00am meet at the Taco Bell at the corner of HWY 58 and Weedpatch HWY to carpool, or 2) 9:00am meet at the gate to Bear Valley Springs. RSVP required by email to Dorie at: dorengiragosian@peoplepc.com. If you intend to go, we must give names of drivers to our hostess, Lisa Pracchia, who will pass them on to the gate personnel. Please tell Dorie if you will want to drive, or ride with someone else. (We cannot organize carpools, due to insurance requirements, but we can sort ourselves out at the Taco Bell parking lot.) Bear Valley Springs is located at 5,600 feet. We will carpool to the top of Bear Mountain, and walk downhill about 2 to 3 miles to a campground where some cars will be left for the trip back to her home. The habitat is varied, with a 20 year old burn area, a lush watershed of ferns and a creek, and very old Ponderosa pines. There are also a number of side trails to explore, if the group is interested. Mountain Mahogany and Flannel Bush are expected standouts at this time. Please bring water, your lunch, hat, and walking sticks if you need them. Lisa has invited us to have lunch on her patio, with cold drinks she will provide. The patio offers a wide view of the Southern Sierra! 

CNPS-Bristlecone Chapter
· Field trips and events include: 
· Sat., May 22: Black Canyon and Marble Canyon (White Mountains). Leader: Jerry Zatorski. Black Canyon begins at about 4,500 ft. at its opening on the alluvial fan of the Owens Valley. From there we will head up-canyon making stops along the way as the flowers dictate. At about 5,500 ft Marble Canyon forks off to the east, and we’ll hike up to the Montenegro Spring area at about 7,000 ft. We will also hike a bit up Black Canyon to at least Lower Black Canyon Spring. At these elevations may botanical treats can be found, and with some determination and little luck, species such as Broom Milkvetch, Desert Crab Apple, Dwarf Ninebark and Mono Penstemon are all certainly possible here. Don’t forget binoculars! This is not only a great location for plants, but is also an excellent place to see and hear Broad-tailed and Black-chinned Hummingbirds flying about defending breeding territories along with numerous other passerines all in full breeding plumage and song. There will be about 5 miles of hiking at least half of it up hill. Participants should bring lunch, snacks ,and plenty of fluids. Dress for the weather & conditions, hat, sunscreen, hiking shoes... 4WD vehicles with clearance are strongly recommended as the road up Black Canyon is always unpredictable. We will meet at 7:00am at the junction of Warm Springs Rd. and East Side Rd. This is a joint trip with Eastern Sierra Audubon Society. For more information contact Jerry at jerryzat@gmail.com.


































