
 
 
Welcome to the 28th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne 

Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, and education center dedicated 
to the preservation of wildflowers and native California plants. 
 
The wildflower season is coming to a close at lower elevations, but if you explore our mountains 
and canyons a treasure of color still awaits you. 
 
A wonderful display can be seen at the Santa Rosa 
Plateau Ecological Reserve, in Murrieta, where the 

Vernal Pool Trail is decorated with the state and federally 
protected thread-leaved brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia, 
pictured), hooked popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys undulatus, 
pictured), Hooverôs downingia (Downingia bella, pictured), 
goldfields (Lasthenia californica), blue dicks 
(Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum), dwarf sack 
clover (Trifolium depauperatum var. truncatum), dense 
flower owlôs clover (Castilleja densiflora), and more. Along 
Vista Grande Loop, look for Pomona locoweed (Astragalus 
pomonensis), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), 
checkerbloom (Sidalcea malviflora ssp. sparsifolia), silver 
puffs (Uropappus lindleyi), wine cup clarkia (Clarkia 
purpurea ssp. quadrivulnera), and western buttercup 
(Ranunculus occidentalis). 

 
Adjacent to Mission Viejo, the OôNeill 
Regional and Wilderness Park offers 
splendid stands of bush monkeyflower 

(Mimulus aurantiacus, pictured) along with a few Indian pink (Silene laciniata), owlôs clover 
(Castilleja densiflora), and silver lupine (Lupinus albifrons) along Vista Trail. For sightings of 
chaparral yucca (Hesperoyucca whipplei), prickly pear cactus (Opuntia oricola), Catalina 
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mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae), and bush sunflower (Encelia californica) take the Edna 
Spalding, Live Oak, or Coyote Trails. And for matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri) explore the 
Mesa Trail.  
 
Need an escape from the mainland? Spend the weekend on Catalina Island and take a hike 
along the west end trails to see golden stars (Bloomeria crocea), blue larkspur (Delphinium 
parryi), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), Pacific pea (Lathyrus vestitus), and white 
yarrow (Achillea millefolium). Along the Trans Catalina Trail and in the Little Harbor area 
discover the delicate beauty of Catalina mariposa (Calochortus catalinae) and splendid 
mariposa lilies (Calochortus splendens). Just remember to pick up your hiking permit after 
disembarking. 
   
Only open on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, the Chino Hills State Park located west of 
HWY 71 and north of HWY 91, is still showing three species of mariposa lilies (Calochortus 
spp.), Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), and a number of 

late season bloomers. 
 
In Claremont, the Rancho Santa 
Ana Botanic Garden offers a 

wonderful visual and olfactory 
experience with California Buckeye 
(Aesculus californica) and a 
number of sages (Salvia spp. & 

cultivars) blooming throughout the 
garden. Fayôs Meadow will soon 
be bursting with clarkias (Clarkia 
spp.), which are joined by birdôs 
eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), desert four 
oôclock (Mirabilis multiflora var. 
pubescens), and torhleaf 
goldeneye (Viguiera laciniata), and 

in the Mesa and Cultivar Garden 
beardtongue (Keckiella spp. & 
cultivars) are starting to peak. Also 
spectacular are the blooming 
chaparral yucca (Yucca 
(Hesperoyucca) whipplei, 
pictured), Parryôs nolina (Nolina 
parryi), and cacti in the Plant Communities and Desert Garden. Out in the western desert 
section of the Plant Communities look for the beautiful pink annual canchalagua (Centaurium 
venustum) that is native to our Claremont alluvial scrub habitat.  
 
Up in La Cañada, natives and wildflowers are still putting on a show at Descanso Gardens 
where elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata) rubs leaves with birdôs eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), globe 
gilia (Gilia capitata), and sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus). And cacti are also 
blooming as are the tall matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri). 
 
For more matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri) check out the bio-swale in front of the LA Zoo in 
Griffith Park, and along Zoo Drive youôll also see clarkia (Clarkia sp.), California poppies 
(Eschscholzia californica), and yarrow (Achillea millefolium), while adorning the hillsides of 

Chaparral yucca ï Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden 
Photo courtesy and © Michael Wall 

http://www.catalinaconservancy.org/
http://www.catalinaconservancy.org/index.php?s=visit&p=cautions_policies
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_iD=648
http://www.rsabg.org/
http://www.rsabg.org/
http://www.descansogardens.org/
http://www.laparks.org/dos/parks/griffithpk/


Griffith Park look for orange sticky monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus) and cream blossoms of 
elderberry (Sambucus mexicana). 
 
Traveling up I-5 we visit the Verdugo Mountains, in Burbank, where Stough Canyon is replete 
with deerweed (Lotus scoparius), black sage (Salvia mellifera), and elderberry (Sambucus 
mexicana), as well as a sprinkling of California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), holly-leaf 
cherry (Prunus ilicifolia), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), chia (Salvia columbariae), and 
sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus longiflorus). 
 
In Sun Valley, the Theodore Payne Foundationôs Wildflower Hill Trail is brilliant with deerweed 
(Lotus scoparius), black sage (Salvia mellifera), clarkia (Clarkia spp.), purple sage (Salvia 
leucophylla), showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), woolly blue curls (Trichostema 
lanatum), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), 
lilac verbena (Verbena lilacina), white sage (Salvia apiana), and snapdragon penstemon 
(Keckiella antirrhinoides). Or just hang out in 

the nursery to see beautiful specimens of 
giant four oôclock (Mirabilis multiflora), 
Farnsworthôs jewel flower (Streptanthus 
farnsworthianus), matilija poppies (Romneya 
coulteri), Indian mallow (Abutilon palmeri), 
cholla (Opuntia prolifera), mock orange 
(Philadelphus lewisii), and several sage 
(Salvia) cultivars. 

 
The burned hillsides along Big Tujunga 
Canyon Road (pictured), from Sunland up to 
the Angeles Forest Highway, are awash of 
different phacelia (Phacelia spp.), monkey 
flower (Mimulus spp.), snapdragon 
(Antirrhinum coulterianum), bush poppies 
(Dendromecon rigida), and morning glory 
(Calystegia sp.). Travelling along the Angeles 
Forest Highway delights with a profusion of 
purple phacelia (pictured), yellow monkey 
flower, red Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), 
scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius), 
and white popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys spp.), 
interspersed with elegant spires of yucca 
(Yucca (Hesperoyucca) whipplei, pictured), 

especially between the third Big Tujunga 
Canyon Bridge and tunnel. Climbing to almost 
5,000 feet, the elevations above Big Tujunga 
Dam to Mill Creek and the Angeles Crest 
Highway are spectacular with rolling hillsides 
of white popcorn flower and at higher 
elevations a few incredible snow plants 
(Sarcodes sanguinea) can even be found. 
While on this beautiful drive please keep in 
mind that the Angeles National Forest is 
closed because of the Station Fire, except for the highways, so do not stop or hike in any of the 
burn areas.   

Phacelia & yucca along the Angeles Forest Highway 
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Vista along Big Tujunga Canyon Road 
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The Placerita Canyon Nature Center, off HWY 
14, is awash of yellow with deerweed (Lotus 
scoparius), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum 
confertiflorum), goldfields (Lasthenia sp., 
pictured), and yellow pincushion (Chaenactis sp.) 
interspersed with woolly blue curls (Trichostema 
lanatum). 
 
On the northeastern side of the Angeles National 
Forest spring is starting to touch the Devilôs 
Punchbowl Natural Area. As you approach this 
park enjoy an abundance of golden bush 
(Ericameria sp.) with the beginnings of 
penstemon (Keckiella sp.) along Fort Tejon Road 

and Devilôs Punchbowl Road, but definitely keep an eye on this location as things warm up at 
this high elevation.  

 
The California poppies 
(Eschscholzia californica) are 
winding down along the trails in the 
Antelope Valley Poppy Reserve, 
but some orange patches of 
poppies still linger with owlôs clover 
(Castilleja exserta), silver puffs 
(Uropappus lindleyi, pictured), and 
miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor). 

 
Off 1-5, the Hungry Valley State 
Vehicular Recreation Area is still 
showing California poppies 
(Eschscholzia californica, pictured) 
along with a few grape soda lupine 
(Lupinus excubitus), linear-leaf 

goldenbush (Ericameria cooperi), and cream cups 
(Platystemon californicus) along Wheatfield Trail in the lower 
grassland area. There is also a large display of California 
poppies and grape soda lupine along Peace Valley Road 
between Sewer Line Road and Quail Lake Road; however 
this area is behind barbed wire fencing and inaccessible by 
foot.   
 
Connecting the Pacific Palisades to Topanga State Park the 

Phil Leacock/Temescal Ridge Trail Loop, off Sunset Blvd and 
north on Bienveneda Ave., is bedecked with color from sage 
(Salvia sp.), bush monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus), 
deerweed (Lotus scoparius), morning glory (Calystegia sp.), 

Goldfields ï Placerita Canyon 
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