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Every Weekend March through May (818) 768-3533




Welcome to the 28th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, and education center dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and native California plants.
The wildflower season is coming to a close at lower elevations, but if you explore our mountains and canyons a treasure of color still awaits you.

A wonderful display can be seen at the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve, in Murrieta, where the Vernal Pool Trail is decorated with the state and federally protected thread-leaved brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia, pictured), hooked popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys undulatus, pictured), Hoover’s downingia (Downingia bella, pictured), goldfields (Lasthenia californica), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum), dwarf sack clover (Trifolium depauperatum var. truncatum), dense flower owl’s clover (Castilleja densiflora), and more. Along Vista Grande Loop, look for Pomona locoweed (Astragalus pomonensis), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), checkerbloom (Sidalcea malviflora ssp. sparsifolia), silver puffs (Uropappus lindleyi), wine cup clarkia (Clarkia purpurea ssp. quadrivulnera), and western buttercup (Ranunculus occidentalis).
Adjacent to Mission Viejo, the O’Neill Regional and Wilderness Park offers splendid stands of bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus, pictured) along with a few Indian pink (Silene laciniata), owl’s clover (Castilleja densiflora), and silver lupine (Lupinus albifrons) along Vista Trail. For sightings of chaparral yucca (Hesperoyucca whipplei), prickly pear cactus (Opuntia oricola), Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae), and bush sunflower (Encelia californica) take the Edna Spalding, Live Oak, or Coyote Trails. And for matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri) explore the Mesa Trail. 
Need an escape from the mainland? Spend the weekend on Catalina Island and take a hike along the west end trails to see golden stars (Bloomeria crocea), blue larkspur (Delphinium parryi), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), Pacific pea (Lathyrus vestitus), and white yarrow (Achillea millefolium). Along the Trans Catalina Trail and in the Little Harbor area discover the delicate beauty of Catalina mariposa (Calochortus catalinae) and splendid mariposa lilies (Calochortus splendens). Just remember to pick up your hiking permit after disembarking.
Only open on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, the Chino Hills State Park located west of HWY 71 and north of HWY 91, is still showing three species of mariposa lilies (Calochortus spp.), Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), and a number of late season bloomers.

In Claremont, the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden offers a wonderful visual and olfactory experience with California Buckeye (Aesculus californica) and a number of sages (Salvia spp. & cultivars) blooming throughout the garden. Fay’s Meadow will soon be bursting with clarkias (Clarkia spp.), which are joined by bird’s eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), desert four o’clock (Mirabilis multiflora var. pubescens), and torhleaf goldeneye (Viguiera laciniata), and in the Mesa and Cultivar Garden beardtongue (Keckiella spp. & cultivars) are starting to peak. Also spectacular are the blooming chaparral yucca (Yucca (Hesperoyucca) whipplei, pictured), Parry’s nolina (Nolina parryi), and cacti in the Plant Communities and Desert Garden. Out in the western desert section of the Plant Communities look for the beautiful pink annual canchalagua (Centaurium venustum) that is native to our Claremont alluvial scrub habitat. 
Up in La Cañada, natives and wildflowers are still putting on a show at Descanso Gardens where elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata) rubs leaves with bird’s eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), globe gilia (Gilia capitata), and sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus). And cacti are also blooming as are the tall matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri).
For more matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri) check out the bio-swale in front of the LA Zoo in Griffith Park, and along Zoo Drive you’ll also see clarkia (Clarkia sp.), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), and yarrow (Achillea millefolium), while adorning the hillsides of Griffith Park look for orange sticky monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus) and cream blossoms of elderberry (Sambucus mexicana).

Traveling up I-5 we visit the Verdugo Mountains, in Burbank, where Stough Canyon is replete with deerweed (Lotus scoparius), black sage (Salvia mellifera), and elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), as well as a sprinkling of California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), holly-leaf cherry (Prunus ilicifolia), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), chia (Salvia columbariae), and sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus longiflorus).
In Sun Valley, the Theodore Payne Foundation’s Wildflower Hill Trail is brilliant with deerweed (Lotus scoparius), black sage (Salvia mellifera), clarkia (Clarkia spp.), purple sage (Salvia leucophylla), showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), lilac verbena (Verbena lilacina), white sage (Salvia apiana), and snapdragon penstemon (Keckiella antirrhinoides). Or just hang out in the nursery to see beautiful specimens of giant four o’clock (Mirabilis multiflora), Farnsworth’s jewel flower (Streptanthus farnsworthianus), matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri), Indian mallow (Abutilon palmeri), cholla (Opuntia prolifera), mock orange (Philadelphus lewisii), and several sage (Salvia) cultivars.
The burned hillsides along Big Tujunga Canyon Road (pictured), from Sunland up to the Angeles Forest Highway, are awash of different phacelia (Phacelia spp.), monkey flower (Mimulus spp.), snapdragon (Antirrhinum coulterianum), bush poppies (Dendromecon rigida), and morning glory (Calystegia sp.). Travelling along the Angeles Forest Highway delights with a profusion of purple phacelia (pictured), yellow monkey flower, red Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius), and white popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys spp.), interspersed with elegant spires of yucca (Yucca (Hesperoyucca) whipplei, pictured), especially between the third Big Tujunga Canyon Bridge and tunnel. Climbing to almost 5,000 feet, the elevations above Big Tujunga Dam to Mill Creek and the Angeles Crest Highway are spectacular with rolling hillsides of white popcorn flower and at higher elevations a few incredible snow plants (Sarcodes sanguinea) can even be found. While on this beautiful drive please keep in mind that the Angeles National Forest is closed because of the Station Fire, except for the highways, so do not stop or hike in any of the burn areas.  
The Placerita Canyon Nature Center, off HWY 14, is awash of yellow with deerweed (Lotus scoparius), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), goldfields (Lasthenia sp., pictured), and yellow pincushion (Chaenactis sp.) interspersed with woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum).
On the northeastern side of the Angeles National Forest spring is starting to touch the Devil’s Punchbowl Natural Area. As you approach this park enjoy an abundance of golden bush (Ericameria sp.) with the beginnings of penstemon (Keckiella sp.) along Fort Tejon Road and Devil’s Punchbowl Road, but definitely keep an eye on this location as things warm up at this high elevation. 

The California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) are winding down along the trails in the Antelope Valley Poppy Reserve, but some orange patches of poppies still linger with owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta), silver puffs (Uropappus lindleyi, pictured), and miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor).

Off 1-5, the Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area is still showing California poppies (Eschscholzia californica, pictured) along with a few grape soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus), linear-leaf goldenbush (Ericameria cooperi), and cream cups (Platystemon californicus) along Wheatfield Trail in the lower grassland area. There is also a large display of California poppies and grape soda lupine along Peace Valley Road between Sewer Line Road and Quail Lake Road; however this area is behind barbed wire fencing and inaccessible by foot.  

Connecting the Pacific Palisades to Topanga State Park the Phil Leacock/Temescal Ridge Trail Loop, off Sunset Blvd and north on Bienveneda Ave., is bedecked with color from sage (Salvia sp.), bush monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), morning glory (Calystegia sp.), purple nightshade (Solanum sp.), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), and giant flowered phacelia (Phacelia grandiflora, pictured). 

In the Los Padres National Forest, near Ojai, the Gridley Trail is a profusion of color including Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), lupine (Lupinus sp.), Pacific pea (Lathyrus vestitus), mariposa lily (Calochortus sp.), bush monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus), chia (Salvia columbariae), purple nightshade (Solanum sp.), sticky phacelia (Phacelia viscida), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.), and brodiaea (Brodiaea sp.). For more trails with wildflower color in the Ojai Ranger District try Horn Canyon or the Sespe River Trails.

The carpets of California poppies may be gone for the season at Figueroa Mountain, but this area is still quite beautiful with bush lupine (Lupinus sp., pictured), farewell-to-spring (Clarkia sp.), elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), and a few scattered mariposa lilies (Calochortus spp.). 

The show at the Pinnacles National Monument is still going strong! Most park trails are decorated with California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), woolly Indian paintbrush (Castilleja foliolosa), sticky monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus), silver puffs (Uropappus lindleyi), and Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla). Around the canyons near the campgrounds look for toad flax (Linaria canadensis var. texana), woolly milkweed (Asclepias vestita), and golden eardrops (Dicentra chrysantha), and along the Juniper Canyon Trail enjoy sightings of purple spot gilia (Gilia clivorum), naked broom rape (Orobanche uniflora), and elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata) to name a few. To see the beautiful butterfly mariposa lily (Calochortus venustus) hike the Condor Gulch Trail where you will also see Parry’s larkspur (Delphinium parryi ssp. parryi) and tomcat clover (Trifolium willdenovii).
With the continual rain and snow, the flowers are still blooming well in the foothills along highway 180, east of Squaw Valley. Along this drive enjoy California buttercup (Ranunculus sp.), baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), and fairy lanterns (Calochortus albus), while the junction with HWY 63 is brilliant with farewell-to-spring (Clarkia sp.).
Wildflowers are now blooming in the lowest elevations of Yosemite National Park around the Merced River Canyon. Driving along HWY140 through Mariposa to El Portal is a beautiful drive along the Merced River adorned with twining brodiaea (Dichelostemma volubile), California goldfields (Lasthenia californica), Applegate's paintbrush (Castilleja applegatei), fiesta flower (Pholistoma sp.), pretty face (Triteleia sp.), live forever (Dudleya sp.), Sierra stonecrop (Sedum obtusatum), California thistle (Cirsium sp.), blazing star (Mentzelia sp.), and fairy lantern (Calochortus albus). Watch for shrubs alongside the road, including the white clusters of deer brush (Ceanothus integerrimus) and the lavender flora of yerba santa (Eriodictyon californicum). Along the Merced River Canyon's mountainside look for blankets of owl's clover (Castilleja sp.) as well as yellow patches of madia (Madia sp.), and lime green of jewelflower (Streptanthus sp., pictured). Seven miles before reaching the park boundary, enjoy a hike along Hite Cove Trail (8 miles roundtrip), in the Sierra National Forest, that follows the south fork of the Merced River and is famous internationally as a wildflower  paradise. Follow the Merced River into Yosemite where the mountain dogwood’s (Cornus nuttallii) picturesque blossoms are especially prominent around the pond in front of the Ahwahnee and around the edge of the Ahwahnee meadow in Yosemite Valley. 
North of Bishop, the Benton Range is decorated with stemless mock goldenweed (Stenotus acaulis), rough seed cryptantha (Cryptantha flavoculata), and cold desert phlox (Phlox stansburyi). Continuing towards Bishop, the Volcanic Tablelands are painted with tidy tips (Layia glandulosa), desert paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), and scale bud (Anisocoma acaulis, pictured). In the Bishop area look for a lovely field of Rocky Mountain iris (Iris missouriensis). And a drive along Glacier Lodge Road from Big Pine reveals an amazing display of grape lupine (Lupinus excubitus var. excubitus).  

The Sequoia National Park is still gorgeous along the foothills and up to about 5,000 feet where flannel bush (Fremontodendron sp.), monkeyflower (Mimulus spp.), yucca (Yucca sp.), spider lupine (Lupinus benthamii), caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), and yerba santa (Eriodictyon sp.) are in full flower.
Northeast of Springville and off HWY 190, the foothills of the Sequoia National Forest, along Bear Creek Road, are blanketed with yellow common madia (Madia elegans), interspersed with Brodiaea sp., Triteleia sp., and Dichelostemma sp.

With a high clearance vehicle, have a blast exploring Titus Canyon at Death Valley National Park which is ablaze of color with Mojave aster (Xylorhiza tortifolia), winding mariposa lily (Calochortus flexuosus), Parish’s larkspur (Delphinium parishii), desert sage (Salvia dorrii), cold desert phlox (Phlox stansburyi), and more. You can even find stream orchid (Epipactis gigantea) around Klare Spring! Other beauties to discover in the mountain passes between 3,000 and 5,000 feet include pebble pincushion (Chaenactis carphoclinia), Fremont’s phacelia (Phacelia fremontii), desert mariposa lily (Calochortus kennedyi), indigo bush (Psorothamnus fremontii), silver cholla (Opuntia echinocarpa), and Acton encelia (Encelia actoni) to name a few.
Hidden treasures including purple mat (Nama demissum), desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), Mojave suncup (Camissonia campestris), desert senna (Senna armata), beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), and Wallace’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei) can be found in patches in the Mojave National Preserve by exploring Aiken Mine Road between the Lava Tubes and mine. Along Kelso Cima Road, between the Kelso Depot and Cima discover giant four o’clock (Mirabilis multiflora), desert marigold (Baileya multiradiata), and more desert senna. North of I-40 and Goffs, Lanfair Road is showing an abundance of color, and for a lovely hike south of I-15 head to Cima Dome and take the Teutonia Peak Trail to find Mohave mound cactus (Echinocereus triglochidiatus), desert paintbrush (Castilleja angustifolia), and golden bush (Ericameria sp.). Make sure to check the road conditions before heading to this location as 4-Wheel Drive and a high clearance vehicle may be required.

The Native Plant Garden behind the Lytle Creek Ranger Station in the San Bernardino National Forest is in full bloom! Among the flowers blooming are Mojave yucca (Yucca schidigera), chaparral yucca (Yucca whipplei), beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), silver cholla cactus (Opuntia echinocarpa), bladder pod (Isomeris arborea), nightshade (Solanum sp.), chia (Salvia columbariae), matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri), and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica). To get to the Lytle Creek Ranger Station, take I-15 north of Fontana/Rancho Cucamonga, exit Sierra Ave., and go north about 4 miles. In Lytle Creek Canyon itself look for beautiful bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), and prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum).  

Taking HWY 18 and Old Waterman Canyon Road in the San Bernardino National Forest is a beautiful drive decorated with goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), common sunflower (Helianthus annuus), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), and prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum).
Cactus blooms are breathtaking in the Yucca Valley of Joshua Tree National Park and an exploration of the hiking trails and main roads in the northern part of the park rewards with a plethora of blooms.
Southeast of Riverside, the hills at the Lake Perris State Recreation Area are covered with brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) and at the southeast end of Horse Trail enjoy a nice collection of cholla (Opuntia sp.) and beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris) in bloom. 
A drive along HWY 74 from Hemet to Mountain Center delights with brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), and bush poppies (Dendromecon rigida).

Blooms are really starting to kick into high gear at the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, where the light woods are showing California peony (Paeonia californica), white fairy lanterns (Calochortus albus), rock cress (Arabis sp.), and baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii). Along Merrigan Fire Road look for golden eardrops (Dicentra chrysantha), ground phlox (Linanthus dianthiflorus), and Palmer’s monkeyflower (Mimulus palmeri), while ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.) and western choke cherry (Prunus virginiana var. demissa) are widespread throughout the park. But make sure to visit the meadows here which are brilliant with golden rayed pentachaeta (Pentachaeta aurea), goldfields (Lasthenia californica), mountain violet (Viola purpurea), Parish’s meadowfoam (Limnanthes gracilis ssp. parishii), and owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta ssp. exserta).
Adjacent to Anza-Borrego, a few delights can still be found at Agua Caliente County Park including ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens), fish hook cactus (Mammillaria sp.), desert chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana), barrel cactus (Ferocactus cylindraceus), purple mat (Nama demissum), ghost flower (Mohavea confertiflora), and desert lavender (Hyptis emoryi). 

The season of color at the Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve is ending with a lovely showing of deerweed (Lotus scoparius), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), yellow pincushion (Chaenactis glabriuscula), Nuttall’s snapdragon (Antirrhinum nuttallianum), monkeyflower (Mimulus brevipes), morning glory (Calystegia macrostegia), and golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum).
California’s wildflowers are indeed a precious legacy. To ensure that flowers return each year, remember to stay on designated trails and please don’t pick the flowers!
This year the Theodore Payne Foundation’s Wildflower Hotline received thousands of phone calls and website visits each week. To operate and produce the Hotline we rely on contributions from patrons like you. Every dollar helps us fulfill our mission to protect California’s natural habitats – and educate the public about gardening with native plants. Donations are tax-deductible and can be made through our website, by mail, or by visiting our retail nursery and bookstore in Sun Valley. We’re open Tuesday through Saturday, 8:30am to 4:30pm. 
That’s it for this week. Look for the next report on Friday, May 21st for current information on where to see wildflowers. 
If you would like to be a wildflower reporter, please send your information about native wildflowers and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday of each week. NOTE: there are only 2 more wildflower reports left for the 2010 season.

NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS:
Idyllwild Nature Center
· Memorial Weekend: Annual Wildflower and Art Exhibit on Saturday, May 29 – Monday, May 31 from 9:00am – 4:00pm. We will be featuring author, artist, educator, and interpreter John Muir Laws as he leads interpretative nature walks in the forest, Saturday through Monday from 10:00am – 12:00pm (Morning session is a day use fee). For more hands on and up close affair, join him for an artist approach in his afternoon classes from 1:00pm – 3:00pm on plants, birds and wildlife (Afternoon session is $35.00). For more information contact the nature center at 951-659-3850.
Joshua Tree National Park
· Wildflower Safari South on Friday, May 14, Saturdays, May 15 & 22, and, Sunday, May 16, at 11:00am. Meet at the Cottonwood Visitor Center and then travel to a nearby flowering location. Duration: 1 hour, length: ¼ mile on a flat, paved trail. Ranger Programs are free; no reservations required.
Laguna Coast Wilderness Park
· Wildflower Hike on Saturday, June 12 from 8:30am – 11:30am. Learn to identify native spring bloomers with Laguna Canyon Foundation volunteer naturalists on this moderate, but steep and rocky, 3.5-mile hike. Meet at Laguna Coast Wilderness Park, Willow Staging Area (20101 Laguna Canyon Road, just south of El Toro Road intersection). Reservations required (hikes fill up fast!): Call 949-923-2235 to RSVP. Parking fee: $3. Donation: $2/person.
Pine Hill Preserve
· The Bureau of Land Management’s Mother Lode Field Office has scheduled five springtime guided field trips to view wildflowers and other features at the Pine Hill Preserve in western El Dorado County.

These guided field trips will be held on:
Sat., May 15 (Pine Hill)                       
Sat., May 22 (Cameron Park)               
Sun., June 6 (Salmon Falls)              

All field trips start at 9:00am. Fieldtrip participants will meet at a designated area and carpool to the site. Participants should bring a lunch or snacks, water, sturdy shoes, hats, sunscreen and insect repellant. All trips are limited to 25 participants. Participants must pre-register with the Pine Hill Preserve. For more information, please contact the BLM’s Mother Lode Field Office, 5152 Hillsdale Circle, El Dorado Hills, Calif. 95762, or call (916) 941-3101 or (916) 941-3134. For reservations, contact Hinshaw at graciela_hinshaw@ca.blm.gov.

Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden
· Garden Walk: Focus on Cacti on Sunday, May 23 from 1:00pm – 3:00pm. Cacti comprise one of the showiest groups of succulents in the desert communities of southern California. These Garden walks will showcase many species and some cultivated varieties of cacti in the Garden’s collection. Participants will come to appreciate these spiny plants for their beauty and diversity. Meet at the RSABG Gift Shop. Cost: $12/member and $14/non-member.
Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve
· Santa Rosa Plateau Hike on Saturday, May 15. Riverside Trails Committee is hosting a hiking event to be held at the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve located at 39400 Clinton Keith Rd., Murrieta, CA 92562. For more information contact Lynn Mattocks, District 3 Representative, at suemattocks@verizon.net.

Yosemite Association
· Tuolumne Wildflowers for the Relaxed Botanist from July 16 – 18. Join this three-day excursion hosted by the Yosemite Association. The plant life adapted to our higher elevations has an intense life, dealing with frequent frosts, poor soils, strong winds, powerful ultraviolet radiation and a light supply of pollinators. The short growing season means that our high country flora has to work hard and fast to put on a strong display. Michael Ross has been following these plants for many years and is delighted to have 3 days of casual explorations for sharing them with you. This is a great chance for beginning to mid-level admirers of flowers. The YA/YF member price is $209, non-member price is $246. Hiking: moderate, 4-5 miles, at 8,600-9,000 ft.
California Native Plant Society- Chapters__________________________________

CNPS-San Diego Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., May 15: Tecolote Canyon from 10:00am – 12:00pm. Field trip led by Frank Landis and Deborah Benson. Exit Interstate 5 east at SeaWorld Drive/Tecolote Road; continue past the cul de sac to the Tecolote Nature Center at the end of the parking lot. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water and sunscreen.

· Sat., May 22: Torrey Pines Extension from 10:00am – 12:00pm. Field trip led by Andrienne Heinzelman and Dave Flietner. Exit I-5 west at Del Mar Heights; left on Mar Scenic Drive. Meet at the end of Mar Scenic Dr. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water and sunscreen.

CNPS-Orange County Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., May 15: Seasons of Caspers – Revisiting One of Orange County’s Special Places at 10:00am. Caspers Park’s wide variety of habitats should be visited regularly to absorb all its special qualities. Plants come to maturity in succession so there's always something new to appreciate. This will be a casual, low-key field trip, suitable for families. Meet at 10:00am in the small parking area just past the gate. Bring plenty of water and snacks. Duration: approximately 3 hours. Caspers Wilderness Park is located about 7 miles off Ortega Highway (Rt.74), on the left, just past Tree of Life Nursery. Parking is $3.
· Sat., May 22: Guided Trip in the Santa Ana Mountains. The Santa Ana Mountains Natural History Association (SAMNHA) in association with the Trabuco Ranger District offers a guided trip in the Santa Ana Mountains each month. On May 22, they are sponsoring a driving trip in the Santa Ana Mountains. Reservations are required and space is limited. For more information, contact Debra Clarke, (951) 736-1811 ext. 3227, drclarke@fs.fed.us.
· Sun., June 6: Plant ID Walk, Little Dalton Canyon, Pasadena at 9:00am. Leaders: Bob Muns, Liana Argento, and Michael Hecht will take you on a slow paced 3-4 hour walk to identify plants and talk about fire ecology in a fire recovered canyon. From Interstate 210 E, exit Lone Hill Ave., go north on S. Lone Hill Ave, east on E. Foothill Blvd, and north on N. Valley Center Ave. Take the first left onto E. Sierra Madre Ave, then the first right onto Glendora Mountain Road and the third left to the parking area. Bring water, lunch, and hand lens (optional $1 plant list and $1 hand lens.) Rain cancels.
CNPS-Riverside/San Bernardino Chapter
· Field trips include:  
· Sun., May 16: Big Bear Wildflower Foray from 10:00am – 3:00pm. Meet at the Big Bear Discovery Center at 10:00am. We will start with a short plant identification how-to at the Discovery Center before we go out to walk. Enjoy the peak bloom in some of the special habitats of the Big Bear area, including pebble plains, vernal wetlands and the rare and sensitive species associated with them. We will drive to the Holcomb Valley area on the north side of Delemar Mountain. We will be walking along a road to avoid damaging sensitive plant habitats. Join us to search for purple monkey flower, shooting stars, and endangered plants on the pebble plains. Bring your lunch, snacks, water, hat, sun protection, field guides, camera, and comfortable shoes. For more information, please contact Katie Barrows (kate.cnb@verizon.net, 760-217-0121).

CNPS-Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter
· Field trips and events include:  
· Sat., May 15: Caballero Canyon – Chaparral Chatter at 8:30am. With plenty of spring rain, we will enjoy the continuing emergence of new flowers, bursts of color and excitement as we explore Caballero Canyon in Tarzana. Bring water, hat and a curious open mind to take in the splendor of this gem in our city, a small section of the Santa Monica Mountains. Bring water and snack. To RSVP call 818-345-6749. Duration: 3hrs.

· Sun., May 23: Malibu Bluffs Park – Bluffs Ramble to the Sea at 10:00am. Explore along the trail to discover native wildflowers and grasses (and the invasion of weeds); enjoy great views of mountains and sea; dip your toes into the bay as we walk along the beach; look for dolphins, whales and sea birds. For more information call 818-782-9346. Duration: 2hrs.

· Tues., June 8: A Talk on Orcutt’s Yellow Pincushion from 7:30pm – 9:00pm. Roy van de Hoek and Marcia Hanscom, co-founders of the Ballona Institute will describe the discovery of an extremely rare coastal dune plant, Orcutt's yellow pincushion (Chaenactis glabriuscula var. orcuttiana), at the Ballona Lagoon Marine Preserve, which is a part of the Greater Ballona Wetlands Ecosystem. This talk will be held at the First United Methodist Church, 1008 11th Street, Santa Monica, CA.

· Sun., June 27: Solstice Canyon – Canyon Caper at 9:00am. Explore along the trail to discover the fire-following recovery of native wildflowers and grasses in natural and restoration sites; enjoy a gurgling stream meander under a canopy of alders, and check out the Solstice Creek waterfall. Bring water and snack. For more information call 818-345-6749. Duration: 2hrs.
CNPS-San Gabriel Mountain Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sun., June 13: Eaton Canyon Plant Walk led by Eva Morgan. Meet in front of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00am. Then go on a leisurely walk, about 2 hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the nearby wild areas. 

CNPS-Bristlecone Chapter
· Field trips and events include: 
· Sat., May 22: Black Canyon and Marble Canyon (White Mountains). Leader: Jerry Zatorski. Black Canyon begins at about 4,500 ft. at its opening on the alluvial fan of the Owens Valley. From there we will head up-canyon making stops along the way as the flowers dictate. At about 5,500 ft Marble Canyon forks off to the east, and we’ll hike up to the Montenegro Spring area at about 7,000 ft. We will also hike a bit up Black Canyon to at least Lower Black Canyon Spring. At these elevations may botanical treats can be found, and with some determination and little luck, species such as Broom Milkvetch, Desert Crab Apple, Dwarf Ninebark and Mono Penstemon are all certainly possible here. Don’t forget binoculars! This is not only a great location for plants, but is also an excellent place to see and hear Broad-tailed and Black-chinned Hummingbirds flying about defending breeding territories along with numerous other passerines all in full breeding plumage and song. There will be about 5 miles of hiking at least half of it up hill. Participants should bring lunch, snacks ,and plenty of fluids. Dress for the weather & conditions, hat, sunscreen, hiking shoes... 4WD vehicles with clearance are strongly recommended as the road up Black Canyon is always unpredictable. We will meet at 7:00am at the junction of Warm Springs Rd. and East Side Rd. This is a joint trip with Eastern Sierra Audubon Society. For more information contact Jerry at jerryzat@gmail.com.














































