[image: image1.png]Wildflower Hotline

Every Weekend March through May (818) 768-3533




Welcome back to the 28th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, and education center dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and native California plants.
Things are warming up in southern and central California, but if you head to higher ground or protected canyons an abundance of wildflowers can still be seen.
The wildflowers at Anza-Borrego Desert State Park are now decorating Culp Valley and Blair Valley, while the valley floor is still beautiful with ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens), palo verde (Cercidium floridum (Parkinsonia florida)), and a number of different cacti species.
As the flowers thaw out at the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, off HWY 79, many beauties are coming out to enjoy the warmer weather. In the meadows look for Parish’s meadowfoam (Limnanthes gracilis ssp. parishii), false baby stars (Linanthus (Leptosiphon) androsaceus), goldfields (Lasthenia californica), golden rayed pentachaeta (Pentachaeta aurea), mountain violet (Viola purpurea), purple owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta ssp. exserta), tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), California primrose (Camissonia californica), scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius), slender phlox (Microsteris gracilis), and checker mallow (Sidalcea malviflora). In the light woods discover a profusion of California peony (Paeonia californica) along with summer snow (Linanthus (Leptosiphon) floribundus ssp. glaber), baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), and wallflower (Erysimum capitatum).
Along the San Diego coastline, the Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve is still a treat as splendid mariposa lilies (Calochortus splendens) line Beach Trail and sand verbena (Abronia umbellata), ground pink (Linanthus dianthiflorus), California groundsel (Senecio californicus), climbing milkweed (Sarcostemma (Funastrum) cynanchoides), and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) adorn the Guy Fleming Trail.

Heading out to sea we visit Catalina Island where the windward side of the Island is bedecked with yarrow (Achillea millefolium) and golden stars (Bloomeria crocea), and for great stands of silver bird’s foot trefoil (Lotus argophyllus) take a trip along Summit Road. Exploring the Trans Catalina Trail and Little Harbors area also rewards with sightings of Catalina mariposa (Calochortus catalinae) and splendid mariposa lily (Calochortus splendens), while the west end trails offer blue larkspur (Delphinium parryi), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), and Pacific pea (Lathyrus vestitus). Just remember to pick up your free and required hiking permit upon disembarking.
In Murrieta, the endangered, rare, and threatened thread leaved brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia) is in full bloom at the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve, and the flora continues to change around the vernal pools as the water levels continue to drop so be sure to explore this area and enjoy the emergence of young dragon flies.
East of Temecula, off HWY 79, Sage Road is replete with showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), sage thistle (Salvia carduacea), and Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.). Continuing east along HWY 74, near Mountain Center and Lake Hemet, enjoy baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), blue and white ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.), chaparral yucca (Yucca whipplei), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), and Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor). Or take a drive through Idyllwild along HWY 243 towards Banning, to see an abundance of bush poppies (Dendromecon rigida) interspersed with a few prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum (Linanthus californicus)) and lupine (Lupinus sp.). If you are looking for a hike in this area, try the Ernie Maxwell Scenic Trail, off Fern Valley Road and near Humber Park, which may have some nice blooms as it is a lower elevation trail for this area.
In Orange County, blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), golden stars (Bloomeria crocea), and golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum) can be seen along Bumblebee Trail at the Santiago Oaks Regional Park.

Out of Azusa, HWY 39 or San Gabriel Canyon Road offers lovely stands of the fire follower known as giant flowered phacelia (Phacelia grandiflora, pictured).
The Eaton Canyon Natural Area in Pasadena still has some lovely treasures including black sage (Salvia mellifera), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), California sun cup (Camissonia bistorta), yellow pincushion (Chaenactis glabriuscula), sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri), chaparral yucca (Yucca whipplei), and soon the buds of prickly pear cactus (Opuntia littoralis) will join this rainbow of color.
At the end of Lake Avenue, in Altadena, the grounds of the Cobb Estate are brilliant with lavender flowered sages (Salvia sp., pictured) and above the water treatment facility look for Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor) and other wildflowers.
For sightings of the rare and endangered San Clemente Island brodiaea (Brodiaea kinkiensis) head to Mildred E. Mathias Botanical Garden on the UCLA campus, where the native section is also showing redskin onion (Allium haematochiton), golden stars (Bloomeria crocea), Baja dalea (Dalea bicolor var. orcuttiana), showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), and California poppy (Eschscholzia californica) to name a few. 

In Beverly Hills, Franklin Canyon Park is great location to find the trumpet-shaped blooms of datura (Datura sp.), along with elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), blackberry (Rubus ursinus), sugar bush (Rhus ovata), and morning glory (Calystegia sp.).

Malibu offers great hiking in the Santa Monica Mountains, especially along the Mishe Mokwa Trail which is brilliant with clarkia (Clarkia sp.), star lily (Zigadenus fremontii), Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum), black sage (Salvia mellifera), chia (Salvia columbariae), owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.), bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), globe gilia (Gilia capitata), Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), and much more. For a less hilly hike, try the Triunfo Peak Backbone Trail to see chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), purple nightshade (Solanum sp.), large-flowered phacelia (Phacelia grandiflora), Parry’s phacelia (Phacelia parryi), caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria), bush lupine (Lupinus longifolius), canyon sunflower (Venegasia carpesioides), blue larkspur (Delphinium sp.), and red skinned onion (Allium haematochiton). To access either of these hikes take Yerba Buena Road towards Circle X Ranch.

For a fun hike in the Verdugo Mountains near Burbank explore Stough Canyon and enjoy sightings of Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), holly leaf cherry (Prunus ilicifolia), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), and elderberry (Sambucus mexicana). Walking through Wildwood Canyon is also a delight with black sage (Salvia mellifera), chia (Salvia columbariae), and deerweed (Lotus scoparius).
The first of the matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri) are unfurling at Descanso Gardens but many other wildflowers are still going strong including California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), yarrow (Achillea millefolium), and various penstemons such as scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius, pictured). Elsewhere, find apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), bush anemone (Carpenteria californica) and lacy phacelia (Phacelia tanacetifolia).
The color along Big Tujunga Canyon Road in the Angeles National Forest just continues to improve. Patches of Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), morning glory (Calystegia sp.), black sage (Salvia mellifera), chia (Salvia columbariae), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), monkeyflower (Mimulus spp.), popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys sp.), and lupine (Lupinus sp.) line the burned hillsides of this beautiful drive as you climb from 1,000 ft. to 5,000 ft.
If you’re looking for interesting rock formations and wildflower beauty, take a trip to the Vasquez Rocks Natural Area, off HWY 14, to see goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), and golden bush (Ericameria sp.).

Nestled between HWY 14 and I-5, and south of HWY 138, the Antelope Valley Poppy Reserve is still radiant with California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), and beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris). If it is not too windy come enjoy this ephemeral beauty while it lasts, and watch the lizards basking in the sun. 
Off I-5, the Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area is showing lovely patches of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) along with a few grape soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus), Cooper’s goldenbush (Ericameria cooperi), and cream cups (Platystemon californicus) along Wheatfield Trail in the lower grassland area. There is still a large display of California poppies and grape soda lupine along Peace Valley Road between Sewer Line Road and Quail Lake Road; however this area is behind barbed wire fencing and inaccessible by foot. Stipa Trail and Powerline Road are also worth exploring for sightings of California poppies, miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), and more. 

At the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden displays of tidy tips (Layia sp.), Hubby’s caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria var. hubbyi), and blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum) are yielding to large swaths of chick lupine (Lupinus densiflorus) and elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), plus magnificent views of the Northern Channel Islands. The Meadow Section is reaching its peak color, including large patches of California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), deep blue forms of the foothill penstemon (Penstemon heterophyllus), yellow evening primroses (Oenothera elata ssp. hookeri), and yarrow (Achillea millefolium), against a backdrop of matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri), and purple sage (Salvia leucophylla). While in the Meadow, visit the Herb Parker exhibit, a “labyrinth” constructed of redwood logs and supporting a “living” roof composed of sod and plants native to the coastal bluffs of central California. The Desert Section currently features displays of white-flowered summer snow (Linanthus floribundus), punctuated by brilliant reds of scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius), yellows of desert marigold (Baileya multiradiata), and the deep blue of desert bluebells (Phacelia campanularia). The Canyon Section, including the Garden’s iconic redwoods, is currently experiencing a massive show of canyon sunflower (Venegasia carpesioides), and the first of many Humboldt’s lily (Lilium humboldtii).  
Off HWY 154, a trip to Figueroa Mountain in the Los Padres National Forest is still great fun filled with color. California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), lupines (Lupinus sp.), and many other delights await you at this lovely destination. For a beautiful hike in the Santa Barbara area, head east on Paradise Road from HWY 154 and cross the river at the ranger station to start the Aliso Trail which is also decorated with wildflowers. 
Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), silver puffs (Uropappus lindleyi), and white plectritis (Plectritis macrocera) adorn most of the trails in the Pinnacles National Monument off HWY 146, which does not traverse the Monument but offers access to either the east or west entrances. Taking the Juniper Canyon Trail rewards with elegant clarkia (Clarkia unguiculata), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), California figwort (Scrophularia californica var. floribunda), Venus thistle (Cirsium occidentale), elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), cream cups (Platystemon californicus), crinkled onion (Allium crispum), Johnny jump up (Viola pedunculata), and Fremont’s monkeyflower (Mimulus fremontii), but many trails here are radiant with color so enjoy this hiking adventure no matter what trail you chose to explore. 
Wildflowers are now blooming in the lowest elevations of Yosemite around Merced River Canyon. Driving along HWY140 through Mariposa to El Portal is a beautiful drive along the Merced River adorned with Applegate's paintbrush (Castilleja applegatei), fiesta flower (Pholistoma sp.), pretty face (Triteleia sp.), jewelflower (Streptanthus sp.), live forever (Dudleya sp.), western wallflower (Erysimum capitatum), California thistle (Cirsium sp.), blazing star (Mentzelia sp.), and fairy lantern (Calochortus albus). Along the Merced River Canyon's mountainside look for blankets of owl's clover (Castilleja sp.) as well as yellow patches of madia (Madia sp.) and purple splashes of bush lupine (Lupinus sp.). Seven miles before reaching the park boundary, enjoy a hike along Hite Cove Trail (8 miles roundtrip), in the Sierra National Forest, that follows the south fork of the Merced River and is famous internationally as a wildflower paradise. 

Six miles north of Bishop off Five Bridges Road, the Volcanic Tablelands are glowing with Venus blazing star (Mentzelia nitens), white tidy tips (Layia glandulosa), Wallace’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), and scale bud (Anisocoma acaulis). Along Saline Valley Road, east of Big Pine, look for desert paintbrush (Castilleja angustifolia, pictured), showy gilia (Gilia cana), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), and prince’s plume (Stanleya pinnata, pictured), while west of Big Pine along Glacier Lodge Road discover Fremont’s gold (Syntrichopappus fremontii) and grape lupine (Lupinus excubitus var. excubitus). A lovely showing of Fremont pincushion (Chaenactis fremontii) can also be seen along HWY 395 between Lone Pine and Bishop.
A colorful extravaganza at Death Valley National Park begins at an elevation 2,500 feet where you will find yellow cups (Camissonia brevipes), pebble pincushion (Chaenactis carphoclinia), broad flowered gilia (Gilia latiflora), desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), and brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), while climbing to 4,000 feet rewards with Mojave aster (Xylorhiza tortifolia), Martin’s paintbrush (Castilleja applegatei ssp. martinii), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), Fremont’s indigo bush (Psorothamnus fremontii), desert mariposa lily (Calochortus kennedyi), and Parish’s larkspur (Delphinium parishii). For rare and unusual finds head to lower Wildrose Canyon to discover Panamint daisies (Enceliopsis covillei) or explore Grapevine Canyon to see white bear poppy (Arctomecon merriamii).
North of Mojave National Preserve and I-15, the Excelsior Mine Road is in full bloom. To access this area take the Cima Road exit off I-15 and turn north, but keep in mind that this road is only maintained to the Kingston Road cutoff and beyond Horse Thief Spring 4-Wheel Drive is required. On this adventure enjoy Mojave indigo bush (Psorothamnus arborescens), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), Palmer’s penstemon (Penstemon palmeri), desert paintbrush (Castilleja angustifolia), and prince’s plume (Stanleya pinnata).
Wherever your adventure leads you remember to protect our wildflowers and native plants by staying on designated trails and take photos, but not flowers! That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on May 14th. 

If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about wildflower blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday of each week when blooms of note occur.
NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS:
Idyllwild Nature Center
· Memorial Weekend: Annual Wildflower and Art Exhibit on Saturday, May 29 – Monday, May 31 from 9:00am – 4:00pm. We will be featuring author, artist, educator, and interpreter John Muir Laws as he leads interpretative nature walks in the forest, Saturday through Monday from 10:00am – 12:00pm (Morning session is a day use fee). For more hands on and up close affair, join him for an artist approach in his afternoon classes from 1:00pm – 3:00pm on plants, birds and wildlife (Afternoon session is $35.00). For more information contact the nature center at 951-659-3850.
Joshua Tree National Park
· Wildflower Safari South on Sundays, May 9 & 16, Fridays, May 14 & 21, and Saturdays, May 15 & 22 at 11:00am. Meet at the Cottonwood Visitor Center and then travel to a nearby flowering location. Duration: 1 hour, length: ¼ mile on a flat, paved trail. Ranger Programs are free; no reservations required.
Laguna Coast Wilderness Park
· Wildflower Hike on Saturdays, May 8 & June 12 from 8:30am – 11:30am. Learn to identify native spring bloomers with Laguna Canyon Foundation volunteer naturalists on this moderate, but steep and rocky, 3.5-mile hike. Meet at Laguna Coast Wilderness Park, Willow Staging Area (20101 Laguna Canyon Road, just south of El Toro Road intersection). Reservations required (hikes fill up fast!): Call 949-923-2235 to RSVP. Parking fee: $3. Donation: $2/person.
Pine Hill Preserve
· The Bureau of Land Management’s Mother Lode Field Office has scheduled five springtime guided field trips to view wildflowers and other features at the Pine Hill Preserve in western El Dorado County.

These guided field trips will be held on:
Sat., May 15 (Pine Hill)                       
Sat., May 22 (Cameron Park)               
Sun., June 6 (Salmon Falls)              

All field trips start at 9:00am. Fieldtrip participants will meet at a designated area and carpool to the site. Participants should bring a lunch or snacks, water, sturdy shoes, hats, sunscreen and insect repellant. All trips are limited to 25 participants. Participants must pre-register with the Pine Hill Preserve. For more information, please contact the BLM’s Mother Lode Field Office, 5152 Hillsdale Circle, El Dorado Hills, Calif. 95762, or call (916) 941-3101 or (916) 941-3134. For reservations, contact Hinshaw at graciela_hinshaw@ca.blm.gov.

Placerita Canyon Natural Area 

· Open House on Saturday, May 8 from 10:00am – 3:00pm and at 11:00am join staff on a Wildflower Walk. This open house is a thank you to the community for your support over the past year. Please enjoy today's special family activities at Placerita Canyon Nature Center and Natural Area.

Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden
· Wildflower and Garden Tours on Saturday, May 8 and Sunday, May 9 from 2:00pm – 3:00pm. What makes California’s wildflower season so spectacular? Why are there so many diverse flowers and plants? Get your burning questions answered on complimentary guided walking tours featuring the Garden’s fantastic collection of seasonal wildflowers. Tours last approximately one hour.
Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve
· Santa Rosa Plateau Hike on Saturday, May 15. Riverside Trails Committee is hosting a hiking event to be held at the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve located at 39400 Clinton Keith Rd., Murrieta, CA 92562. For more information contact Lynn Mattocks, District 3 Representative, at suemattocks@verizon.net.

Yosemite Association
· Tuolumne Wildflowers for the Relaxed Botanist from July 16 – 18. Join this three-day excursion hosted by the Yosemite Association. The plant life adapted to our higher elevations has an intense life, dealing with frequent frosts, poor soils, strong winds, powerful ultraviolet radiation and a light supply of pollinators. The short growing season means that our high country flora has to work hard and fast to put on a strong display. Michael Ross has been following these plants for many years and is delighted to have 3 days of casual explorations for sharing them with you. This is a great chance for beginning to mid-level admirers of flowers. The YA/YF member price is $209, non-member price is $246. Hiking: moderate, 4-5 miles, at 8,600-9,000 ft.
California Native Plant Society- Chapters__________________________________

CNPS-San Diego Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., May 8: Cedar Ridge from 10:00am – 12:00pm. Field trip led by Betsy Cory and Elizabeth Wilkinson. Meet at the end of Pentuckett Ave. From 30th Street in South Park, turn east on Juniper, continue to end and turn south on Pentuckett Ave., continue to end of street. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water and sunscreen.

· Sat., May 15: Tecolote Canyon from 10:00am – 12:00pm. Field trip led by Frank Landis and Deborah Benson. Exit Interstate 5 east at SeaWorld Drive/Tecolote Road; continue past the cul de sac to the Tecolote Nature Center at the end of the parking lot. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water and sunscreen.

· Sat., May 22: Torrey Pines Extension from 10:00am – 12:00pm. Field trip led by Andrienne Heinzelman and Dave Flietner. Exit I-5 west at Del Mar Heights; left on Mar Scenic Drive. Meet at the end of Mar Scenic Dr. Wear sturdy shoes and bring water and sunscreen.

CNPS-Orange County Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., May 15: Seasons of Caspers – Revisiting One of Orange County’s Special Places at 10:00am. Caspers Park’s wide variety of habitats should be visited regularly to absorb all its special qualities. Plants come to maturity in succession so there's always something new to appreciate. This will be a casual, low-key field trip, suitable for families. Meet at 10:00am in the small parking area just past the gate. Bring plenty of water and snacks. Duration: approximately 3 hours. Caspers Wilderness Park is located about 7 miles off Ortega Highway (Rt.74), on the left, just past Tree of Life Nursery. Parking is $3.
· Sat., May 22: Guided Trip in the Santa Ana Mountains. The Santa Ana Mountains Natural History Association (SAMNHA) in association with the Trabuco Ranger District offers a guided trip in the Santa Ana Mountains each month. On May 22, they are sponsoring a driving trip in the Santa Ana Mountains. Reservations are required and space is limited. For more information, contact Debra Clarke, (951) 736-1811 ext. 3227, drclarke@fs.fed.us.
· Sun., June 6: Plant ID Walk, Little Dalton Canyon, Pasadena at 9:00am. Leaders: Bob Muns, Liana Argento, and Michael Hecht will take you on a slow paced 3-4 hour walk to identify plants and talk about fire ecology in a fire recovered canyon. From Interstate 210 E, exit Lone Hill Ave., go north on S. Lone Hill Ave, east on E. Foothill Blvd, and north on N. Valley Center Ave. Take the first left onto E. Sierra Madre Ave, then the first right onto Glendora Mountain Road and the third left to the parking area. Bring water, lunch, and hand lens (optional $1 plant list and $1 hand lens.) Rain cancels.
CNPS-Riverside/San Bernardino Chapter
· Field trips include:  
· Sun., May 16: Big Bear Wildflower Foray from 10:00am – 3:00pm. Meet at the Big Bear Discovery Center at 10:00am. We will start with a short plant identification how-to at the Discovery Center before we go out to walk. Enjoy the peak bloom in some of the special habitats of the Big Bear area, including pebble plains, vernal wetlands and the rare and sensitive species associated with them. We will drive to the Holcomb Valley area on the north side of Delemar Mountain. We will be walking along a road to avoid damaging sensitive plant habitats. Join us to search for purple monkey flower, shooting stars, and endangered plants on the pebble plains. Bring your lunch, snacks, water, hat, sun protection, field guides, camera, and comfortable shoes. For more information, please contact Katie Barrows (kate.cnb@verizon.net, 760-217-0121).

CNPS-Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter
· Field trips and events include:  
· Sat., May 15: Caballero Canyon – Chaparral Chatter at 8:30am. With plenty of spring rain, we will enjoy the continuing emergence of new flowers, bursts of color and excitement as we explore Caballero Canyon in Tarzana. Bring water, hat and a curious open mind to take in the splendor of this gem in our city, a small section of the Santa Monica Mountains. Bring water and snack. To RSVP call 818-345-6749. Duration: 3hrs.

· Sun., May 23: Malibu Bluffs Park – Bluffs Ramble to the Sea at 10:00am. Explore along the trail to discover native wildflowers and grasses (and the invasion of weeds); enjoy great views of mountains and sea; dip your toes into the bay as we walk along the beach; look for dolphins, whales and sea birds. For more information call 818-782-9346. Duration: 2hrs.

· Tues., June 8: A Talk on Orcutt’s Yellow Pincushion from 7:30pm – 9:00pm. Roy van de Hoek and Marcia Hanscom, co-founders of the Ballona Institute will describe the discovery of an extremely rare coastal dune plant, Orcutt's yellow pincushion (Chaenactis glabriuscula var. orcuttiana), at the Ballona Lagoon Marine Preserve, which is a part of the Greater Ballona Wetlands Ecosystem. This talk will be held at the First United Methodist Church, 1008 11th Street, Santa Monica, CA.

· Sun., June 27: Solstice Canyon – Canyon Caper at 9:00am. Explore along the trail to discover the fire-following recovery of native wildflowers and grasses in natural and restoration sites; enjoy a gurgling stream meander under a canopy of alders, and check out the Solstice Creek waterfall. Bring water and snack. For more information call 818-345-6749. Duration: 2hrs.
CNPS-San Gabriel Mountain Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., May 8: Fire Recovery Hike in the San Gabriel Mountains. Hike led by Cliff and Gabi McLean and sponsored by the Sierra Club Natural Science Section. Visit an area of the San Gabriel Mountains that was burned in the Station Fire of September, 2009. We will look at re-sprouting of shrubs and trees, see what fire-following wildflowers show up, and look for the return of wildlife.  This is a slow-paced nature hike with naturalists. Bring hand lens, field guides, binoculars and/or camera. Meet at 9:00am at the Sierra Club's La Cañada rideshare meeting point along the Angeles Crest Highway (Route 2), just north of the 210 Freeway. From there, we will drive a short distance to the trail head.
· Sun., May 9: Eaton Canyon Plant Walk led by Gabi and Cliff McLean. Meet in front of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00am. Then go on a leisurely walk, about 2 hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the nearby wild areas. 

· Sat., May 15: Car Tour along Glendora Ridge Road for Spring Wildflowers at 4200 ft. at 9:00am. Leader: Bob Muns. This notable gentleman has walked the entire route and recorded each and every plant growing there. Directions: To get to the meeting place from the 210 Foothill Freeway, take the Grand Ave. exit north to Sierra Madre Blvd. Turn right on Sierra Madre and go east to Glendora Mountain Road, passing an elementary school and Loraine Ave. just before you turn. Turn left on Glendora Mountain Road, and proceed north all the way to the top of the ridge. There you will find a large T-intersection where Glendora Mountain Road meets Glendora Ridge Road, which is where we will gather at 9:00am. If Glendora Mountain Road is closed, alternative routes are up Highway 39, Azusa/San Gabriel Canyon Road to East Fork Road, to Glendora Mountain Road, to Glendora Ridge Road, or west from Mt. Baldy Road. Glendora Ridge Road is 22 miles long.
· Sun., June 13: Eaton Canyon Plant Walk led by Eva Morgan. Meet in front of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00am. Then go on a leisurely walk, about 2 hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the nearby wild areas. 

CNPS-San Luis Obispo Chapter
· Field trips include:   
· Sat., May 8: Visit the Holly & Doug Anderson’s Property from 9:30am – 12:30pm. On this spring morning we will visit the Holly and Doug Anderson’s property on the northern slopes of the Santa Lucia Range. We will start at 9:30am at 4849 See Ranch Lane, Templeton and be finished by 12:30pm. Here is an opportunity to visit and walk on a 20-acre parcel on land that has been owned by the Anderson’s for twenty years. This secluded spot with oak and bay laurel woodlands, an open field with wildflowers and a seasonal creek with Salinan bedrock mortars. In May we can expect to see Chinese houses, hedge nettle, checker lilies and fairy lanterns along the ½ mile loop trail that goes into the woodlands and back to the meadow. In making your travel plans try to arrive at the parking area by 9:15am, before walking to the Anderson’s meadow. Coming from the south: take Hwy 101 to Vineyard Drive/Templeton Exit and turn left onto Vineyard Drive. Follow Vineyard to intersection on Hwy 46. Turn left on to Hwy 46 and drive 2 miles west to Jack Creek. Coming from the north: Take Hwy 46 west 2 miles past Vineyard Drive to Jack Creek. From all directions: Turn right onto Jack Creek and a SHARP LEFT at the mailboxes. Take a right over a bridge and on to a dirt road and continue less the ½ mile to a vineyard gate. Follow the signs for parking and directions to the Anderson’s property. Plan to make your own travel arrangements. For additional information please contact Mardi Niles at 805-489-9274 or email her at: mlniles@sbcglobal.net . 
CNPS-Bristlecone Chapter
· Field trips and events include: 

· Sun., May 9: Black Canyon (Independence burn area). Leader: Richard Potashin. This area got torched in the infamous Inyo Complex fire of 2007 but rebounded in 2009 with one of the finest floral displays on the eastside. We’ll explore the fans leading up to Black Canyon and take a short walk on an old mining road. In addition to discussing fire ecology and reclamation, we’ll be capturing the beauty around us with a variety of artistic media and creating a card for Mother’s day. High clearance vehicles recommended. Meet at the Blackrock Rest Area at 9:30am. Bring water, lunch, hat, and sunscreen, cameras, and your favorite art media: pastels, watercolors etc. The trip will end at 3:00pm. For more information, contact Richard Potashin at 760-878-2379.
· Sat., May 22: Black Canyon and Marble Canyon (White Mountains). Leader: Jerry Zatorski. Black Canyon begins at about 4,500 ft. at its opening on the alluvial fan of the Owens Valley. From there we will head up-canyon making stops along the way as the flowers dictate. At about 5,500 ft Marble Canyon forks off to the east, and we’ll hike up to the Montenegro Spring area at about 7,000 ft. We will also hike a bit up Black Canyon to at least Lower Black Canyon Spring. At these elevations may botanical treats can be found, and with some determination and little luck, species such as Broom Milkvetch, Desert Crab Apple, Dwarf Ninebark and Mono Penstemon are all certainly possible here. Don’t forget binoculars! This is not only a great location for plants, but is also an excellent place to see and hear Broad-tailed and Black-chinned Hummingbirds flying about defending breeding territories along with numerous other passerines all in full breeding plumage and song. There will be about 5 miles of hiking at least half of it up hill. Participants should bring lunch, snacks ,and plenty of fluids. Dress for the weather & conditions, hat, sunscreen, hiking shoes... 4WD vehicles with clearance are strongly recommended as the road up Black Canyon is always unpredictable. We will meet at 7:00am at the junction of Warm Springs Rd. and East Side Rd. This is a joint trip with Eastern Sierra Audubon Society. For more information contact Jerry at jerryzat@gmail.com.



















