
 
 
Welcome to the 28th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne 
Foundation, a non-profit native plant nursery, seed source, book store, and education center 
dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and California native plants. 
 
Although the blooms may be staring to fade at lower elevations, as you head up into the 
mountains and canyons the show is only just getting started. 
 
Starting along the coast at the Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve you can still enjoy 
excellent displays of Nuttallôs snapdragon (Antirrhinum nuttallianum), coast locoweed 
(Astragalus trichopodus), Parishôs purple nightshade (Solanum parishii), sea dahlia (Coreopsis 
maritima), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja affinis), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), popcorn flower 
(Cryptantha spp.), monkey flower (Mimulus brevipes), and bush sunflower (Encelia californica). 
In the Extension area, look for bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), black sage (Salvia mellifera), 
and yerba santa (Eriodictyon crassifolium) in bloom. 
 
The Palomar Ranger District of the Cleveland National Forest in San Diego County is 
showing great blooms of mountain lilac (Ceanothus spp.), California poppy (Eschscholzia 
californica), lupine (Lupinus spp.), primrose (Oenothera sp.), agave (Agave sp.), wild pea 
(Lathyrus sp.), and California geranium (Geranium californicum). For some great hikes in this 
area filled with color try the Barker Valley Spur Trail off HWY 79 and Palomar Divide Road, or 
take the Cedar Creek Falls Trail, which can be accessed south of Julian off Eagle Peak Road.   
 
A drive along HWY 79 from Oak Grove to Santa Ysabel rewards with swaths of goldfields 
(Lasthenia sp.), miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), cream cups (Platystemon californicus), 
purple owlôs clover (Castilleja sp.), and more. 
 
In the colorful meadows at the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park look for goldfields (Lasthenia 
californica), miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), 
fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii var. intermedia), checker bloom (Sidalcea malviflora), and 
purple sanicle (Sanicula bipinnatifida) to name just a few. 
 
For a relaxing getaway with hot springs and wildflowers, visit the Agua Caliente County Park 
off S-2 between HWY 78 and I-8. The blooms here include palo verde (Cercidium floridum 
(Parkinsonia florida)), hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus sp.), purple mat (Nama demissum), 
agave (Agave sp.), tackstem (Calycoseris sp.), ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens), fish hook cactus 
(Mammillaria dioica), and lupine (Lupinus spp.). 

 
The desert show at the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park is still quite enjoyable along the 
valley floor, but nestled in the canyons are some colorful finds that will make your trip here most 
enjoyable. In the southern end of the park along S-2, Sweeny Pass towards the Carrizo 
Overlook is decorated with lupine (Lupinus spp.), desert dandelions (Malacothrix glabrata), 
chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana), and beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris). With 4-Wheel 
Drive and a high clearance vehicle, exploring the Indian Gorge rewards with phacelia (Phacelia 
sp.), popcorn flower (Cryptantha spp.), desert lavender (Hyptis emoryi), brittlebush (Encelia 
farinosa), and chuparosa (Justicia californica). For sightings of hedgehog (Echinocereus sp.), 
beavertail (Opuntia basilaris), and fishhook cacti (Mammillaria dioica), head to the Blair Valley 
Morteros Indian Village Site. 

http://www.torreypine.org/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/cleveland/
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_ID=667
http://www.co.san-diego.ca.us/parks/Camping/agua_caliente.html
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=638


 
North of I-10 and west of HWY 62 along Whitewater Canyon Road, brittlebush (Encelia 
farinosa) paints the area a brilliant yellow. For a fun 3 ½ mile hike in the Whitewater Canyon 
Preserve take Canyon View Loop Trail which connects to a portion of the Pacific Crest Trail and 
is quite colorful with sunflower (Helianthus annuus), Wallaceôs woolly daisy (Eriophyllum 
wallacei), penstemon (Penstemon sp.), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), beavertail cactus 
(Opuntia basilaris), and pincushion (Chaenactis sp.). 

 
The northern entrance, cholla garden, cottonwood, and jumbo rocks areas of Joshua Tree 
National Park are all seeing great displays of flowers and for hikes decorated with color try 
Contact Mine, Silver Bell Mine, or Mastodon Peak. Around Jumbo Rocks look for Bigelowôs 
coreopsis (Coreopsis bigelovii), Wallaceôs woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), scale bud 
(Anisocoma acaulis), Mohave mound cactus (Echinocereus triglochidiatus), woolly amsonia 
(Amsonia tomentosa), desert star (Monoptilon bellioides), rattlesnake weed (Chamaesyce 
albomarginata), and turpentine broom (Thamnosma montana) to name a few. For sightings of 
desert senna (Senna armata), woolly desert marigold (Baileya pleniradiata), pygmy cedar 
(Peucephyllum schottii), and apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), check out the Northern 
Entrance. 
 
The hills at Lake Perris State Recreation Area, south of HWY 60, are filled with bush 
sunflower (Encelia californica) and for a spectacular bloom of white (Salvia apiana), black 
(Salvia mellifera), and purple sage (Salvia leucophylla) check out the area in front of the 
Regional Indian Museum. 
 
In Hemet, the Wildflower Loop Trail at Diamond Valley Lake is resplendent with brittlebush 

(Encelia farinosa, pictured), deerweed 
(Lotus scoparius), arroyo lupine 
(Lupinus succulentus), Parryôs larkspur 
(Delphinium parryi), red-topped 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum 
var. foliolosum), and California 
buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum 
var. polifolium). 
 
East of Lake Elsinore, in the Trabuco 
Ranger District of the Cleveland 
National Forest take a lovely drive 
along South Main Divide Road, off 
HWY 74, to see California poppies 
(Eschscholzia californica), mariposa 
lilies (Calochortus sp.), and mountain 
lilacs (Ceanothus spp.). 

 
The OôNeill Regional and Wilderness Park, in Orange County, is still showing abundant 
flowers throughout the park. For sightings of Indian pink (Silene californica), golden stars 
(Bloomeria crocea), owlôs clover (Castilleja densiflora), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), 
Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), and morning glory (Calystegia macrostegia) take a trip along 
Live Oak Trail. The elegant spires of chaparral yucca (Hesperoyucca whipplei) are also quite 

spectacular along the Edna Spalding and Coyote Canyon Trails, along which prickly pear cactus 
(Opuntia oricola), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), and Catalina mariposa lily 
(Calochortus catalinae) can also be seen.  

Brittlebush ï Diamond Valley Lake 
Photo courtesy and © William Wagner 

http://www.wildlandsconservancy.org/twc_preserve_whitewater.html
http://www.wildlandsconservancy.org/twc_preserve_whitewater.html
http://www.nps.gov/jotr/
http://www.nps.gov/jotr/
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=651
http://www.dvlake.com/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/cleveland/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/cleveland/
http://www.ocparks.com/oneillpark/


In Claremont, the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden 
is an explosion of blooms. At the entrance and through 
Fayôs meadow look for California poppy (Eschscholzia 
californica), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), birdôs 
eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), desert marigold (Baileya 
multiradiata), and Indian mallow (Abutilon palmeri), and 
throughout the garden also enjoy flannelbush 
(Fremontodendron spp. & cultivars), bush sunflower 
(Encelia californica), showy penstemon (Penstemon 
spectabilis), coral bells (Heuchera spp. & cultivars), wild 
strawberry (Fragaria vesca), foothill penstemon 
(Penstemon heterophyllus), and monkeyflower (Mimulus 
spp. & cultivars). In the Desert and Dune Gardens 
discover Grizzlybear prickly pear (Opuntia erinacea var. 
ursina, pictured), pink fairy duster (Calliandra 
eriophylla), and Shawôs agave (Agave shawii). 
 
The demonstration gardens surrounding the Nature 
Center at Eaton Canyon Natural Area are ablaze of 
color with bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), 
lilac verbena (Verbena lilacina), coral bells (Heuchera 
spp.), sugar bush (Rhus ovata), Millôs glory ceanothus 
(Ceanothus óMillôs Gloryô), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), scarlet bugler (Penstemon 
centranthifolius), and wishbone bush (Mirabilis californica). Throughout the park look for a peak 
bloom of black sage (Salvia mellifera) and sun cups (Camissonia bistorta) accompanied by a 
few caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), purple nightshade 
(Solanum xanti), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), and popcorn flower (Cryptantha sp.). 

 
To discover wildflowers know as fire-followers, hike along El Prieto Trail in Altadena and look 
for an abundance lupine (Lupinus sp.) and Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.) as well as many 
others. To access this trail take the Lincoln Ave. exit from I-210, turn left on Canyon Crest Road, 
left on Cloverhill Road, and right on El Prieto Road. 
 
The Matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri) at Descanso Gardens, in La Cañada Flintridge, are 
about to bloom, while the open fields in the native section are bopping with baby blue eyes 

(Nemophila menziesii), five spots 
(Nemophila maculata), California 
poppies (Eschscholzia californica), 
goldfields (Lasthenia glabrata), yarrow 
(Achillea millefolium), and tidy tips 
(Layia platyglossa). 
 
In the Angeles National Forest, the 

hillsides are painted yellow and purple 
along Big Tujunga Canyon Road 
(pictured), especially around the Vogel 
Flat Picnic Area. This pleasant drive is 
rich in lupines (Lupinus spp.), wild 
Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), 
black sage (Salvia mellifera), bush 
poppy (Dendromecon rigida), chia 

Grizzlybear prickly pear ï Rancho Santa Ana BG 
Photo courtesy and © Michael Wall 

Big Tujunga Canyon Rd. ï Angeles National Forest 
Photo courtesy and © Gerald Reponen 

http://www.rsabg.org/
http://www.ecnca.org/
http://www.descansogardens.org/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/angeles/


(Salvia columbariae), morning glory (Calystegia sp.), and monkeyflower (Mimulus spp.). 
 
West of HWY 14 and south of HWY 138, the 
Antelope Valley Poppy Reserve (pictured) 
and its surrounding areas are still showing 
great swaths of California poppies 
(Eschscholzia californica). For colorful trails 

in the Reserve, meander along Lightning 
Bolt Trail or Tehachapi Vista Point Trail to 
see orange poppies, grape soda lupine 
(Lupinus excubitus), silver puffs (Uropappus 
lindleyi), and more. As drive into the Reserve 
along HWY 138 or Ave. D enjoy the awe-
inspiring carpets of poppies sprinkled with 

cream cups (Platystemon californicus, 
pictured). 

 
Due to a recent snow storm on April 21st 
many of the wildflowers in the Hungry 
Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area 
are in need of a few days of warm weather to 
recover. On a sunny day you can still 
appreciate stands of California coreopsis 
(Coreopsis californica) and California 
poppies (Eschscholzia californica) blooming 

on one south facing slope along Powerline 
Road (pictured) in the south grassland area, 
along with several other wildflowers including 
tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), broad flowered 
gilia (Gilia latiflora), fiddleneck (Amsinckia 
tessellata), miniature lupine (Lupinus 
bicolor), and blazing stars (Mentzelia 
albicaulis).   

 
The Gorman Hills along I-5 also 
received some snow fall, but should 
recover and also continue to bloom 
once the temperature begins to rise. 
The hills are still showing a mosaic of 
California coreopsis (Coreopsis 
californica) and bluehead gilia (Gilia 
capitata), along with some lupine 
(Lupinus sp.) and California poppies 
(Eschscholzia californica).  
 
Nestled in the UCLA campus, off 
Hilgard Ave., the Mildred E. Mathias 
Botanical Gardenôs native section is 
looking quite beautiful with pink 
morning glory (Calystegia purpurata 

Poppy fields ï Antelope Valley Poppy Reserve 
Photo courtesy and © Dan Pierce 

Poppies and cream cups ï Ave. D 
Photo courtesy and © Angelika Kischnick 

Powerline Rd. ï Hungry Valley SVRA 
Photo courtesy and © Kathy Sanders 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=627
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=405
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=405
http://www.botgard.ucla.edu/bg-home.htm
http://www.botgard.ucla.edu/bg-home.htm

