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Every Weekend March through May (818) 768-3533




Welcome to the 28th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit native plant nursery, seed source, book store, and education center dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and California native plants.
Although the blooms may be staring to fade at lower elevations, as you head up into the mountains and canyons the show is only just getting started.

Starting along the coast at the Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve you can still enjoy excellent displays of Nuttall’s snapdragon (Antirrhinum nuttallianum), coast locoweed (Astragalus trichopodus), Parish’s purple nightshade (Solanum parishii), sea dahlia (Coreopsis maritima), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja affinis), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), popcorn flower (Cryptantha spp.), monkey flower (Mimulus brevipes), and bush sunflower (Encelia californica). In the Extension area, look for bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), black sage (Salvia mellifera), and yerba santa (Eriodictyon crassifolium) in bloom.
The Palomar Ranger District of the Cleveland National Forest in San Diego County is showing great blooms of mountain lilac (Ceanothus spp.), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), lupine (Lupinus spp.), primrose (Oenothera sp.), agave (Agave sp.), wild pea (Lathyrus sp.), and California geranium (Geranium californicum). For some great hikes in this area filled with color try the Barker Valley Spur Trail off HWY 79 and Palomar Divide Road, or take the Cedar Creek Falls Trail, which can be accessed south of Julian off Eagle Peak Road.  

A drive along HWY 79 from Oak Grove to Santa Ysabel rewards with swaths of goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), cream cups (Platystemon californicus), purple owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.), and more.
In the colorful meadows at the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park look for goldfields (Lasthenia californica), miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii var. intermedia), checker bloom (Sidalcea malviflora), and purple sanicle (Sanicula bipinnatifida) to name just a few.
For a relaxing getaway with hot springs and wildflowers, visit the Agua Caliente County Park off S-2 between HWY 78 and I-8. The blooms here include palo verde (Cercidium floridum (Parkinsonia florida)), hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus sp.), purple mat (Nama demissum), agave (Agave sp.), tackstem (Calycoseris sp.), ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens), fish hook cactus (Mammillaria dioica), and lupine (Lupinus spp.).

The desert show at the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park is still quite enjoyable along the valley floor, but nestled in the canyons are some colorful finds that will make your trip here most enjoyable. In the southern end of the park along S-2, Sweeny Pass towards the Carrizo Overlook is decorated with lupine (Lupinus spp.), desert dandelions (Malacothrix glabrata), chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana), and beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris). With 4-Wheel Drive and a high clearance vehicle, exploring the Indian Gorge rewards with phacelia (Phacelia sp.), popcorn flower (Cryptantha spp.), desert lavender (Hyptis emoryi), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), and chuparosa (Justicia californica). For sightings of hedgehog (Echinocereus sp.), beavertail (Opuntia basilaris), and fishhook cacti (Mammillaria dioica), head to the Blair Valley Morteros Indian Village Site.
North of I-10 and west of HWY 62 along Whitewater Canyon Road, brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) paints the area a brilliant yellow. For a fun 3 ½ mile hike in the Whitewater Canyon Preserve take Canyon View Loop Trail which connects to a portion of the Pacific Crest Trail and is quite colorful with sunflower (Helianthus annuus), Wallace’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), penstemon (Penstemon sp.), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), and pincushion (Chaenactis sp.).
The northern entrance, cholla garden, cottonwood, and jumbo rocks areas of Joshua Tree National Park are all seeing great displays of flowers and for hikes decorated with color try Contact Mine, Silver Bell Mine, or Mastodon Peak. Around Jumbo Rocks look for Bigelow’s coreopsis (Coreopsis bigelovii), Wallace’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), scale bud (Anisocoma acaulis), Mohave mound cactus (Echinocereus triglochidiatus), woolly amsonia (Amsonia tomentosa), desert star (Monoptilon bellioides), rattlesnake weed (Chamaesyce albomarginata), and turpentine broom (Thamnosma montana) to name a few. For sightings of desert senna (Senna armata), woolly desert marigold (Baileya pleniradiata), pygmy cedar (Peucephyllum schottii), and apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), check out the Northern Entrance.
The hills at Lake Perris State Recreation Area, south of HWY 60, are filled with bush sunflower (Encelia californica) and for a spectacular bloom of white (Salvia apiana), black (Salvia mellifera), and purple sage (Salvia leucophylla) check out the area in front of the Regional Indian Museum.
In Hemet, the Wildflower Loop Trail at Diamond Valley Lake is resplendent with brittlebush (Encelia farinosa, pictured), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), Parry’s larkspur (Delphinium parryi), red-topped buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum var. foliolosum), and California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum var. polifolium).
East of Lake Elsinore, in the Trabuco Ranger District of the Cleveland National Forest take a lovely drive along South Main Divide Road, off HWY 74, to see California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), mariposa lilies (Calochortus sp.), and mountain lilacs (Ceanothus spp.).
The O’Neill Regional and Wilderness Park, in Orange County, is still showing abundant flowers throughout the park. For sightings of Indian pink (Silene californica), golden stars (Bloomeria crocea), owl’s clover (Castilleja densiflora), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), and morning glory (Calystegia macrostegia) take a trip along Live Oak Trail. The elegant spires of chaparral yucca (Hesperoyucca whipplei) are also quite spectacular along the Edna Spalding and Coyote Canyon Trails, along which prickly pear cactus (Opuntia oricola), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), and Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae) can also be seen. 
In Claremont, the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden is an explosion of blooms. At the entrance and through Fay’s meadow look for California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), bird’s eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), desert marigold (Baileya multiradiata), and Indian mallow (Abutilon palmeri), and throughout the garden also enjoy flannelbush (Fremontodendron spp. & cultivars), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), coral bells (Heuchera spp. & cultivars), wild strawberry (Fragaria vesca), foothill penstemon (Penstemon heterophyllus), and monkeyflower (Mimulus spp. & cultivars). In the Desert and Dune Gardens discover Grizzlybear prickly pear (Opuntia erinacea var. ursina, pictured), pink fairy duster (Calliandra eriophylla), and Shaw’s agave (Agave shawii).
The demonstration gardens surrounding the Nature Center at Eaton Canyon Natural Area are ablaze of color with bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), lilac verbena (Verbena lilacina), coral bells (Heuchera spp.), sugar bush (Rhus ovata), Mill’s glory ceanothus (Ceanothus ‘Mill’s Glory’), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius), and wishbone bush (Mirabilis californica). Throughout the park look for a peak bloom of black sage (Salvia mellifera) and sun cups (Camissonia bistorta) accompanied by a few caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), purple nightshade (Solanum xanti), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), and popcorn flower (Cryptantha sp.).
To discover wildflowers know as fire-followers, hike along El Prieto Trail in Altadena and look for an abundance lupine (Lupinus sp.) and Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.) as well as many others. To access this trail take the Lincoln Ave. exit from I-210, turn left on Canyon Crest Road, left on Cloverhill Road, and right on El Prieto Road.
The Matilija poppies (Romneya coulteri) at Descanso Gardens, in La Cañada Flintridge, are about to bloom, while the open fields in the native section are bopping with baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), five spots (Nemophila maculata), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), goldfields (Lasthenia glabrata), yarrow (Achillea millefolium), and tidy tips (Layia platyglossa).
In the Angeles National Forest, the hillsides are painted yellow and purple along Big Tujunga Canyon Road (pictured), especially around the Vogel Flat Picnic Area. This pleasant drive is rich in lupines (Lupinus spp.), wild Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), black sage (Salvia mellifera), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), chia (Salvia columbariae), morning glory (Calystegia sp.), and monkeyflower (Mimulus spp.).
West of HWY 14 and south of HWY 138, the Antelope Valley Poppy Reserve (pictured) and its surrounding areas are still showing great swaths of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica). For colorful trails in the Reserve, meander along Lightning Bolt Trail or Tehachapi Vista Point Trail to see orange poppies, grape soda lupine (Lupinus excubitus), silver puffs (Uropappus lindleyi), and more. As drive into the Reserve along HWY 138 or Ave. D enjoy the awe-inspiring carpets of poppies sprinkled with cream cups (Platystemon californicus).
Due to a recent snow storm on April 21st many of the wildflowers in the Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area are in need of a few days of warm weather to recover. On a sunny day you can still appreciate stands of California coreopsis (Coreopsis californica) and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) blooming on one south facing slope along Powerline Road (pictured) in the south grassland area, along with several other wildflowers including tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), broad flowered gilia (Gilia latiflora), fiddleneck (Amsinckia tessellata), miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), and blazing stars (Mentzelia albicaulis).  The Gorman Hills along I-5 also received some snow fall, but should recover and also continue to bloom once the temperature begins to rise. The hills are still showing a mosaic of California coreopsis (Coreopsis californica) and bluehead gilia (Gilia capitata), along with some lupine (Lupinus sp.) and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica). 

Nestled in the UCLA campus, off Hilgard Ave., the Mildred E. Mathias Botanical Garden’s native section is looking quite beautiful with pink morning glory (Calystegia purpurata 'Bolinas'), summer holly (Comarostaphylis diversifolia), Channel Island bush poppy (Dendromecon harfordii), sugar bush (Rhus ovata), blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), red bush monkey flower (Mimulus puniceus), royal penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), and flannel bush (Fremontodendron 'Ken Taylor').
Heading west to the ocean we visit Charmlee Wilderness Park, in Malibu, where deerweed (Lotus scoparius), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), and purple nightshade (Solanum xanti) are seen throughout the park, and for a beautiful display of Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla) and Indian paintbrush (Castilleja affinis) head to the fire road just above the oak picnic grove. In the meadow and southwestern areas look for swaths of purple from bush lupine (Lupinus longifolius).

Near the Santa Monica Mountains in Westlake Village, the Pentacheata Trail of Triunfo Creek Park is sporting a number of blooms including white pincushion (Chaenactis sp.), prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum), blue larkspur (Delphinium sp.), Turkish rugging (Chorizanthe staticoides), mariposa lily (Calochortus sp.), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), and blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum) to name a few. To access this trail take the Lindero Canyon Road exit off HWY 101 and head to the eastern end of Triunfo Canyon Road.
The patches of color that decorated the valley floor of the Carrizo Plain National Monument are starting to retreat to higher elevations. With a high clearance vehicle, 4-Wheel Drive, and a sense of adventure, you can explore the dirt roads that lead into the hills to discover vibrant slopes of hillside daisy (Monolopia lanceolata, pictured) and thistle sage (Salvia carduacea) along with patches of California poppy (Eschscholzia californica). Also making an appearance in the hills are Parry’s mallow (Eremalche parryi), chick lupine (Lupinus microcarpus), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), broad-flowered gilia (Gilia latiflora), owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.), and Bigelow’s coreopsis (Coreopsis bigelovii). To see patches of blazing star (Mentzelia sp.) venture to Pedrone Canyon, and for sightings of desert candle (Caulanthus inflatus) take Soda Lake Road towards the southeastern end of the Monument. The California Valley is still beautiful with tidy tips (Layia sp.), phacelia (Phacelia sp.), owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.), and larkspur (Delphinium sp). Driving along HWY 58 (pictured) is also a treat with swaths of yellow hillside daisy and purple phacelia decorating the hillsides, along with sky lupine (Lupinus nanus) and prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum).
Heading west a drive along Refugio Road, off HWY 154 rewards with Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), mariposa lily (Calochortus sp.), buttercups (Ranunculus sp.), and lupine (Lupinus sp.). 

As you climb Figueroa Mountain Road, in Los Padres National Forest, and head towards higher elevations enjoy bush lupine (Lupinus sp.) in full bloom, while venturing along Figueroa Lookout Road rewards with displays of sky lupine (Lupinus nanus), miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica). Descending along Happy Canyon Road delights with sightings of clematis (Clematis sp.), more California poppies, stinging lupine (Lupinus hirsutissimus), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), fiesta flower (Pholistoma sp.), black sage (Salvia mellifera), and mariposa lilies (Calochortus sp.). 
Massive displays of tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), goldfields (Lasthenia gracilis), Hubby’s caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria var. hubbyi), blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), and penstemon (Penstemon spp.) continue to dominate the Porter Trail at the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden, yielding one of the best displays in many years. Several side trails are dominated by mature stands of foothill needle grass (Nassella lepida). The iconic Meadow Section is beginning to show spectacular displays of color, including large patches of orange California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), yellow meadow foam (Limnanthes sp.), and deep blue forms of the foothill penstemon (Penstemon heterophyllus).
The front garden at the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Preserve is radiant with hummingbird sage (Salvia spathacea), while a drive to this location along Route 1 reveals dune wallflower (Erysimum insulare) between Main Street and Black Road.

Nestled in the remains of an ancient volcano, the Pinnacles National Monument offers a rainbow of color along many of its trails. The High Peaks Trail is replete with blue fiesta flower (Pholistoma auritum var. auritum), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida, pictured), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), and pipestem (Clematis lasiantha). At the east entrance to the park silver bush lupine (Lupinus albifrons) are in abundance, while purple chick lupines (Lupinus microcarpus var. microcarpus) decorate the west park entrance. Along Balconies Cliff Trail, look for gilia (Gilia sp.), hill lotus (Lotus humistratus), western wallflower (Erysimum capitatum ssp. capitatum), white fiesta flower (Pholistoma membranaceum), California buttercup (Ranunculus californicus), blue witch (Solanum umbelliferum), goldfields (Lasthenia californica), Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), and more. 
On the western side of the Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, Squaw Valley, along HWY 180 heading towards Miramonte, is aglow with common sunflower (Helianthus annuus) along with a myriad of wildflowers, and although the recent snow has diminished their bloom slightly, the western redbud (Cercis occidentalis) is still a sight to behold.

A view of the rare, endangered, and extremely large, Panamint daisy (Enceliopsis covillei) flower is now possible in the lower Wildrose Canyon of Death Valley National Park, but this isn’t the only delight awaiting you here. Along the lower portion of Echo Canyon Road look for an expanse of phacelia (Phacelia sp.) and golden evening primrose (Camissonia brevipes) interspersed with beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris). For other good wildflower viewing areas take a trip along Badwater Road, explore the Artists Palette, or head north of Furnace Creek. In the northern part of the park, the slopes of Ubehebe Crater are decorated with swaths of purple mat (Nama demissum) and desert gold poppy (Eschscholzia glyptosperma). Along Natural Bridge Trail enjoy desert five spot (Eremalche rotundifolia), golden desert snapdragon (Mohavea breviflora), desert sunflower (Geraea canescens), and gravel ghost (Atrichoseris platyphylla).
Just south of Owens Lake, decorating the Sierra foothills behold carpets of yellow flowers as you drive along HWY 395. And if you are in the Ridgecrest area, take a trip south along HWY 395 to enjoy some color from lacy phacelia (Phacelia tanacetifolia) and creosote bush (Larrea tridentata) just north of Red Mountain.

The roadsides along Kelbaker Road in the Mojave National Preserve are decorated with desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), desert chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana), Schott gilia (Loeseliastrum schottii), widow’s milkvetch (Astragalus layneae), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), and Fremont’s phacelia (Phacelia fremontii, pictured).
Back in our neck of the woods, the 22-arces of the Theodore Payne nursery and grounds are popping with bush sunflower (Encelia californica), Matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri), showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), Island alumroot (Heuchera maxima), Channel Island tree poppy (Dendromecon harfordii), lilac verbena (Verbena lilacina), Baja fairy duster (Calliandra californica), Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), a number of sages (Salvia spp. & cultivars), and many more perennials and shrubs.
That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, April 30th and enjoy the reminder of April by visiting one of these many locations filled with wildflowers!  
Wherever you go please remember to stay on designated trails and don’t pick or walk on the flowers! 
If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about wildflower blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday of each week when blooms of note occur.
NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS:
Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area
· Hungry Valley Wildflower Tours (weekends only) led by Park Rangers and staff. Visitors are asked to meet at the Hungry Valley Visitor Center at 11:00am and follow park staff to the viewing area. Duration: 1 hour.
Joshua Tree National Park
· Wildflower Safari on Saturdays, April 24 & May 1, Sundays, April 25 & May 2 at 10:00am and 2:00pm. Meet at the North Entrance Station for directions to a nearby flowering location. Duration: 1 hour, length: 1 mile in washes and off trail. Ranger Programs are free; no reservations required.
Laguna Coast Wilderness Park
· Wildflower Hike on Saturdays, May 8 & June 12 from 8:30am – 11:30am. Learn to identify native spring bloomers with Laguna Canyon Foundation volunteer naturalists on this moderate, but steep and rocky, 3.5-mile hike. Meet at Laguna Coast Wilderness Park, Willow Staging Area (20101 Laguna Canyon Road, just south of El Toro Road intersection). Reservations required (hikes fill up fast!): Call 949-923-2235 to RSVP. Parking fee: $3. Donation: $2/person.
Lancaster City Park
· California Poppy Festival on Saturday, April 24 – Sunday, April 25 from 10:00am – 6:00pm. Join us for two days of music, art, food and fun celebrating the state flower of California and the appearance of poppies in the Antelope Valley!  The California Poppy Festival kicks off spring in the Antelope Valley with a glorious array of celebrated performers, unrivaled events, and mouth-watering delicacies designed to delight, enchant, and amuse people of all ages. Admission prices are $8 for adults (13-61), $5 for seniors and children (6-12) and free for children under 5. This festival takes place at the Lancaster City Park. Parking is available in a temporary lot operated on 10th Street West. From Los Angeles, head north on HWY 14. Exit at Avenue L and turn east. Make a left turn on 10th Street West and follow the signs. Parking is free.
Los Padres National Forest
· Pozo Wildflower Tour & Family Day on Saturday, May 1 from 9:30am – 12:00pm. Meet at the Pozo Fire Station on Pozo Road, south of SR 58 at 9:00am. Take SR58 East from US101 in Paso Robles and drive a bunch of miles east until you reach Pozo Road. This tour is led by Dr. Charles Blair. Bring comfortable shoes, water, sack lunch, and your Adventure Pass. Call Helen Tarbet at 805-925-9538 ext. 246 or send an email to htarbet@fs.fed.us. 
Pacheco State Park
· Spring Wildflower Hikes every Saturday and Sunday in April from 10:00am – 12:00pm. Join naturalist Jennifer Morgan to view this year’s lovely wildflower display overlooking San Luis Reservoir. We’ll discuss the Native American and pioneer uses of plants and rich history of Pacheco Pass. The hike is about 2 miles long and is classed as moderate. No advance reservations needed for groups under 10 people. (10 or more—please call ahead.) Be sure to bring: waterproof hiking footwear, layered clothing and hat, sunscreen, and water. Optional:  rain gear, binoculars, camera, and field guides. There is no drinking water at Pacheco SP. NOTE: the only cost is the Park Day Use Fee of $5 per car. For more information, call (209) 826-1197 or (209) 826-6283.
Pine Hill Preserve
· The Bureau of Land Management’s Mother Lode Field Office has scheduled five springtime guided field trips to view wildflowers and other features at the Pine Hill Preserve in western El Dorado County.

These guided field trips will be held on:

Sat., April 24 (Cameron Park)         
Sat., May 15 (Pine Hill)                       
Sat., May 22 (Cameron Park)               
Sat., June 6 (Salmon Falls)              

All field trips start at 9:00am. Fieldtrip participants will meet at a designated area and carpool to the site. Participants should bring a lunch or snacks, water, sturdy shoes, hats, sunscreen and insect repellant. All trips are limited to 25 participants. Participants must pre-register with the Pine Hill Preserve. For more information, please contact the BLM’s Mother Lode Field Office, 5152 Hillsdale Circle, El Dorado Hills, Calif. 95762, or call (916) 941-3101 or (916) 941-3134. For reservations, contact Hinshaw at graciela_hinshaw@ca.blm.gov.

Pinnacles National Monument
· Pollination Sensation on Sunday, April 25 at 10:00am. Join a park ranger for this 2-mile hike to the Condor Gulch Overlook and back that explores wildflower adaptations that attract bees, birds and other pollinators of Pinnacles. Meet at Condor Gulch Trailhead.
Placerita Canyon Natural Area 

· Open House on Saturday, May 8 from 10:00am – 3:00pm and at 11:00am join staff on a Wildflower Walk. This open house is a thank you to the community for your support over the past year. Please enjoy today's special family activities at Placerita Canyon Nature Center and Natural Area.
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden
· Wildflower and Garden Tour on Sunday, April 25 from 2:00pm – 3:00pm. What makes California’s wildflower season so spectacular? Why are there so many diverse flowers and plants? Get your burning questions answered on complimentary guided walking tours featuring the Garden’s fantastic collection of seasonal wildflowers. Tours last approximately one hour.
California Native Plant Society- Chapters__________________________________

CNPS-San Diego Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., April 24: Marion Bear Natural Memorial Park from 10:00am – 12:00pm. Field trip led by Frank Landis and Michael Murphy. Meet in parking lot. For more information click here.

CNPS-Orange County Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sun., May 2: Plant ID Walk, Azusa River Wilderness Park, Pasadena at 9:30am. Leaders: Bob Muns, Liana Argento, and Michael Hecht will take you on a slow paced, 3-4 hour walk along El Encanto Trail to identify spring wildflowers. From Interstate 210, exit on Azusa, continue north on Azusa Ave (State Route 39) for 3.5 miles. Turn right into the parking lot. Bring water, binoculars, lunch, hand lens, (optional $1 for plant list and $1 for hand lens). Rain cancels.
· Sun., June 6: Plant ID Walk, Little Dalton Canyon, Pasadena at 9:00am. Leaders: Bob Muns, Liana Argento, and Michael Hecht will take you on a slow paced 3-4 hour walk to identify plants and talk about fire ecology in a fire recovered canyon. From Interstate 210 E, exit Lone Hill Ave., go north on S. Lone Hill Ave, east on E. Foothill Blvd, and north on N Valley Center Ave. Take the first left onto E Sierra Madre Ave, then the first right onto Glendora Mountain Road and the third left to the parking area. Bring water, lunch, and hand lens (optional $1 plant list and $1 hand lens.) Rain cancels.
CNPS-Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter
· Field trips and events include:  
· Sun., April 25: Malibu Bluffs Park – Springtime Meander on the Bluffs at 10:00am. Explore along the trail to discover native wildflowers and grasses (and the invasion of weeds); enjoy great views of mountains and sea; dip your toes into the bay as we walk along the beach; look for dolphins, whales and sea birds. For more information call 818-345-6749. Duration: 2hrs.

· Sat., June 8: A Talk on Orcutt’s Yellow Pincushion from 7:30pm – 9:00pm. Roy van de Hoek and Marcia Hanscom, co-founders of the Ballona Institute will describe the discovery of an extremely rare coastal dune plant, Orcutt's yellow pincushion (Chaenactis glabriuscula var. orcuttiana), at the Ballona Lagoon Marine Preserve, which is a part of the Greater Ballona Wetlands Ecosystem. This talk will be held at the First United Methodist Church, 1008 11th Street, Santa Monica, CA.
CNPS-San Gabriel Mountain Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., April 24: Desert Pines Wildlife Sanctuary Tour. Meet at 9:00am at the Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve, from where we will convoy to Desert Pines under Mickey Long's direction. (NOTE: Park along the northern side of Lancaster Road outside the reserve between the white fence and the first of the No Stopping signs. Look for a car with a large CNPS sign or banner. Do not go into the Poppy Reserve.) This location is one of the best of the Los Angeles County Wildlife and Wildflower Sanctuaries and the least known, Desert Pines Wildlife Sanctuary, at the north edge of the Liebre Mountains.

· Sat., May 8: Fire Recovery Hike in the San Gabriel Mountains. Hike led by Cliff and Gabi McLean and sponsored by the Sierra Club Natural Science Section. Visit an area of the San Gabriel Mountains that was burned in the Station Fire of September, 2009. We will look at resprouting of shrubs and trees, see what fire-following wildflowers show up, and look for the return of wildlife.  This is a slow-paced nature hike with naturalists. Bring hand lens, field guides, binoculars and/or camera. Meet at 9:00am at the Sierra Club's La Cañada rideshare meeting point along the Angeles Crest Highway (Route 2), just north of the 210 Freeway. From there, we will drive a short distance to the trail head.
· Sun., May 9: Eaton Canyon Plant Walk led by Gabi and Cliff McLean. Meet in front of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00am. Then go on a leisurely walk, about 2 hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the nearby wild areas. 
· Sat., May 15: Car Tour along Glendora Ridge Road for Spring Wildflowers at 4200 ft. at 9:00am. Leader: Bob Muns. This notable gentleman has walked the entire route and recorded each and every plant growing there. Directions: To get to the meeting place from the 210 Foothill Freeway, take the Grand Ave. exit north to Sierra Madre Blvd. Turn right on Sierra Madre and go east to Glendora Mountain Road, passing an elementary school and Loraine Ave. just before you turn. Turn left on Glendora Mountain Road, and proceed north all the way to the top of the ridge. There you will find a large T-intersection where Glendora Mountain Road meets Glendora Ridge Road, which is where we will gather at 9:00am. If Glendora Mountain Road is closed, alternative routes are up Highway 39, Azusa/San Gabriel Canyon Road to East Fork Road, to Glendora Mountain Road, to Glendora Ridge Road, or west from Mt. Baldy Road. Glendora Ridge Road is 22 miles long.
· Sun., June 13: Eaton Canyon Plant Walk led by Eva Morgan. Meet in front of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00am. Then go on a leisurely walk, about 2 hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the nearby wild areas. 
CNPS-San Luis Obispo Chapter
· Field trips include:   
· Sun., May 2: MCAS and CNPS Picnic at Santa Margarita Lake. Details about this day of boating, wildflower hikes and bird watching walks will follow in the May Obispoensis. Lunch is a joint pot luck celebration with lots of good food and plenty of desserts. Admission is free to Santa Margarita Lake for all participants. Families are encouraged to attend. For more information contact Mardi Niles at 805-489-9274 or mlniles@sbcglobal.net
· Sat., May 8: Visit the Holly & Doug Anderson’s Property from 9:30am – 12:30pm. On this spring morning we will visit the Holly and Doug Anderson’s property on the northern slopes of the Santa Lucia Range. We will start at 9:30am at 4849 See Ranch Lane, Templeton and be finished by 12:30pm. Here is an opportunity to visit and walk on a 20-acre parcel on land that has been owned by the Anderson’s for twenty years. This secluded spot with oak and bay laurel woodlands, an open field with wildflowers and a seasonal creek with Salinan bedrock mortars. In May we can expect to see Chinese houses, hedge nettle, checker lilies and fairy lanterns along the ½ mile loop trail that goes into the woodlands and back to the meadow. In making your travel plans try to arrive at the parking area by 9:15am, before walking to the Anderson’s meadow. Coming from the south: take Hwy 101 to Vineyard Drive/Templeton Exit and turn left onto Vineyard Drive. Follow Vineyard to intersection on Hwy 46. Turn left on to Hwy 46 and drive 2 miles west to Jack Creek. Coming from the north: Take Hwy 46 west 2 miles past Vineyard Drive to Jack Creek. From all directions: Turn right onto Jack Creek and a SHARP LEFT at the mailboxes. Take a right over a bridge and on to a dirt road and continue less the ½ mile to a vineyard gate. Follow the signs for parking and directions to the Anderson’s property. Plan to make your own travel arrangements. For additional information please contact Mardi Niles at 805-489-9274 or email her at: mlniles@sbcglobal.net . 
CNPS-Channel Islands Chapter
· Field trips include:   
· Sat., April 24: Sail Over To & Hike Around Santa Cruz Island from 7:00am – 5:00pm. Steve Junak will lead an expedition to explore the botany of Santa Cruz Island, the largest of the eight Channel Islands. Steve is THE expert on the flora of Santa Cruz Island, he wrote the flora for the island. The boat will put in at Prisoner's Harbor and Steve will lead the hike to Pelican Bay. Hiking will be easy to moderate. Space is quite limited, to just 15, and reservations are required, and there is a charge for the boat ride, by the Island Packers Company.  Call 805-450-7882 (William Abbott) to get more details and make your reservation.
CNPS-Bristlecone Chapter
· Field trips and events include: 
· Sat., April 24 – Sun., April 25: Eureka Valley. Leader: Michèle Slaton. Come spend 1 or 2 days in the south end of Eureka Valley in Death Valley National Park. Meet on Saturday at 8:00am at the Big Pine Campground, at the intersection of Hwy 395 and 168. We will hike up the road and side canyons of Dedeckera Canyon on Sat., and car camp near the dunes that night. On Sunday, we will either explore the sand dunes or another Last Chance canyon north of Dedeckera. Expect to see many rare plants. Bring all your camping necessities and typical hiking gear. Expect to walk about 6 miles each day. There is no water available in Eureka Valley. 4WD required for some group members, but not all… Please RSVP so that we can inform the Park of our group size, and to help arrange vehicles and timing for those who can come just one day. Contact Michèle with any questions at mslaton@schat.com or 760-938-3258.
· Sat., May 1: Caliente Creek, Tejon Ranch. Leader: Ellen Cypher. This is a joint trip with the Creosote Ring Sub-Chapter and Kern County CNPS. This second trip courtesy of the Tejon Ranch Conservancy will visit the Caliente Creek area (800’ – 1,200’ elevation). The date was chosen in order to increase chances of catching the rare Vasek’s Clarkia Clarkia tembloriensis ssp. calientensis in bloom. Bring lunch, water, hat, sunscreen, layers of clothing, and wear sturdy boots. Pets and smoking are not allowed on Tejon Ranch. If you plan to attend, please notify Kathy LaShure (760-377-4541 or desert_encelia@verizon.net) by 5:00pm on Friday, April 30. Those coming from the Indian Wells Valley or points north should meet at the Inyokern Post Office at 7:00am to carpool to the site. If coming from the south or west, just meet at 8:30am at the site entrance. Please be prompt, as the gates must be locked once everyone arrives for the group to start. Directions to the site: we will meet at the intersection of Bena Road and Highway 223 (just south of Highway 58) and then travel to the field site.

































