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Every Weekend March through May (818) 768-3533




Welcome to the 28th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit native plant nursery, seed source, book store, and education center dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and California native plants.
Spring flowers continue to flourish as the weather keeps cooperating and the rains continue to fall. It’s definitely well worth it to take some time, have an adventure, and enjoy the colors of nature. 
This week we begin at the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, off HWY 79, where blooms are really starting to come out. At the northern end of the park, in the meadows near Lake Cuyamaca and along S-1 or Sunrise HWY, look for growing patches of common stickyseed (Blennosperma nanum) and Johnny jump-up (Viola pedunculata), while other meadows are starting to show meadowfoam (Limnanthes gracilis ssp parishii), blue eyed Mary (Collinsia parviflora), slender phlox (Microsteris gracilis), purple sanicle (Sanicula bipinnatifida), checker bloom (Sidalcea malviflora), California buttercup (Ranunculus californicus), fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii var. intermedia), miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), and red maids (Calandrinia ciliata). At the southern end of the park look for desert ceanothus (Ceanothus greggii) as well as other blue flowering California lilacs (Ceanothus spp.).
The brilliant show at the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park is still quite amazing. Hiking Hellhole Canyon rewards with barrel cactus (Ferocactus cylindraceus), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), chuparosa (Justicia californica), purple mat (Nama demissum), and, phacelia (Phacelia spp.). Exploring Plum Canyon is another treat filled with chuparosa, wishbone bush (Mirabilis sp.), pincushion (Chaenactis sp.), ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens), phacelia, chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana), and more. For a colorful 4-Wheel Drive head over to South Palm Wash to see desert sunflower (Geraea canescens), sand verbena (Abronia villosa), phacelia, Spanish needles (Palafoxia arida), and blazing star (Mentzelia sp.). But the many cacti in bloom throughout the park are definitely stealing the show.  
Along HWY 76, goldfields (Lasthenia sp.) decorate the area around Lake Henshaw. 
Off I-10, the Coachella Valley Preserve is awash of yellow with brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), while indigo bush (Psorothamnus schottii) is starting to bloom nicely. Also adorning the Preserve are palo verde (Cercidium floridum (Parkinsonia florida)), whispering bells (Emmenanthe penduliflora), purple mat (Nama demissum), mesquite (Prosopis glandulosa), dyebush (Psorothamnus emoryi), and sweet bush (Bebbia juncea).

Joshua Tree National Park is probably reaching its peak bloom for the season, and although it’s not the carpets of years past there’s a still lot to see. For great finds head to Pinto Basin, north of Cholla Cactus Garden, to enjoy Bigelow’s coreopsis (Coreopsis bigelovii), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), California primrose (Camissonia californica), desert senna (Senna armata), pygmy golden poppy (Eschscholzia minutiflora), ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens), Parish’s poppy (Eschscholzia parishii), pincushion (Chaenactis sp.), Booth’s evening primrose (Camissonia boothii), desert lily (Hesperocallis undulata), and desert five-spot (Eremalche rotundifolia). Nice stands can especially be seen around Cottonwood where desert bells (Phacelia campanularia), star gilia (Gilia stellata), bladder sage (Salazaria mexicana), Mojave aster (Xylorhiza tortifolia), Arizona lupine (Lupinus arizonicus), whispering bells (Emmenanthe penduliflora), sand blazing star (Mentzelia involucrata), fiesta flower (Pholistoma membranaceum), and more are in bloom. 
The Vernal Pool Boardwalk Loop at the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve is carpeted with blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum) just past the pool while other parts of the trail feature goldfields (Lasthenia californica), yellow carpet (Blennosperma nanum var. nanum), balloon clover (Trifolium depauperatum var. truncatum), and Angel’s gilia (Gilia angelensis). For a beautiful display of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) hike along Oak Tree Trail, where you will also enjoy checkerbloom (Sidalcea malviflora ssp. sparsifolia), red maids (Calandrinia ciliata), California wood sorrel (Oxalis albicans ssp. californica), Johnny jump-up (Viola pedunculata), and even blooming Engelman oak (Quercus engelmannii). The Tovashal/Cajalco Loop, beginning from Sylvan Meadows, is replete with popcorn flowers (Cryptantha & Plagiobothrys spp.), fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii var. intermedia), Johnny jump-up, and baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii var. menziesii), along with a few owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta ssp. exserta), monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), woolly fruited lomatium (Lomatium dasycarpum ssp. dasycarpum), and ground pinks (Linanthus dianthiflorus). Other colorful trails here include Vista Grande, Sylvan Meadows Road, and Los Santos. 
The O’Neill Regional and Wilderness Park in Orange County continues to be a fabulous location with hiking trails abounding with blooms. Along the Edna Spalding Trail you’ll find chaparral yucca (Hesperoyucca whipplei), prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), prickly pear cactus (Opuntia oricola), bush monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), bladderpod (Isomeris arborea), and bush sunflower (Encelia californica). Taking the Coyote Canyon Trail rewards with silver lupine (Lupinus albifrons, pictured), Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae, pictured), and California buttercup (Ranunculus californicus), while throughout the park enjoy black sage (Salvia mellifera) and fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii). Even the bright orange parasitic vine chaparral dodder (Cuscuta californica) adds color to this landscape. 
For fun in the sun at Newport Beach, take a trip to the Environmental Nature Center to see flowering buckeye (Aesculus californica), western redbud (Cercis occidentalis), and snowberry (Symphoricarpos spp.) in the Northern/Foothill Woodland area, or explore other plant communities including the Desert, Coastal Sage Scrub, Yellow Pine Forest, Channel Islands, or Riparian sections which are all showcasing nice color.
If you missed it last weekend the Prisk Native Garden (pictured) in Long Beach, will be open once again this Sunday, April 18th from 11:00am to 2:00pm (see events below for more information). This gem of a garden is filled with blooms including chia (Salvia columbariae), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), tansy phacelia (Phacelia tanacetifolia), wild morning glory (Calystegia purpurata 'Bolinas'), beach sun cups (Camissonia cheiranthifolia), meadowfoam (Limnanthes douglasii), prickly poppy (Argemone munita), woolly blue curls (Trichostema lanatum), and blazing star (Mentzelia lindleyi).
In Irwindale, south of I-210 and east of I-605, the Santa Fe Dam Recreational Area is a colorful location filled with bush sunflower (Encelia californica), sun cups (Camissonia sp.), flat topped buckwheat (Eriogonum deflexum), purple nightshade (Solanum sp.), black sage (Salvia mellifera), and yerba santa (Eriodictyon sp.). Also just starting in this area are showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), chia (Salvia columbariae), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), wishbone bush (Mirabilis californica), and chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum).
Driving along HWY 39 or San Gabriel Canyon Road, north of Azusa, is a delight with hillsides decorated with abundant lupine (Lupinus sp.), monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), and wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpus). 

North of downtown Los Angeles, off HWY 110, the Audubon Center at Debs Park offers sightings of blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum) and caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria) along Scrub Jay Trail, but exploring the longer trails here may also reveal some other lovely beauties.
Decorating Descanso Gardens’ California native garden behold baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii, pictured), five spot (Nemophila maculata), and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) mingled in open fields with tidy tips (Layia platyglossa, pictured) and lupines (Lupinus sp.). Along other paths, you’ll find lacy phacelia (Phacelia tanacetifolia), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), sticky monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus), Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), goldfields (Lasthenia glabrata), and yarrow (Achillea millefolium). And of course don’t miss the impressive and striking yellow flannel bush (Fremontodendron sp.). 
In Burbank off I-5, the Stough Canyon Nature Center is your gateway to a number of trails in the Verdugo Mountains that are decorated with flowers. In Wildwood Canyon look for California four o’clock (Mirabilis californica), wild Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), and arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), or meander along Stough Fire Road to see golden currant (Ribes aureum), wild cucumber (Marah macrocarpus), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), and black sage (Salvia mellifera).  
If you’re looking for a pleasant drive in the Angeles National Forest, take a trip along Big Tujunga Canyon Road from Sunland Blvd. to Vogel Flat Road to discover swaths of purple from chia (Salvia columbariae), lupine (Lupinus sp.), and phacelia (Phacelia sp.). Also abundant along this drive is wild morning glory (Calystegia sp.) accompanied by a few chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), honeysuckle (Lonicera sp.), and popcorn flower (Cryptantha and/or Plagiobothrys spp.).  
The chaparral shrubs found at Placerita Canyon Natural Area, off HWY 14, are really taking off with blooms! Throughout the area mountain mahogany (Cercocarpus betuloides) and sugar bush (Rhus ovata) are at peak while goldfields (Lasthenia californica) continue to decorate canyon floor. Along the Ecology Trail look for stunning scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius) and on Manzanita Mountain Trail discover the interesting parasitic broom rape (Orobanche fasciculata, pictured). 
The Antelope Valley Poppy Reserve, off HWY 138 and west of HWY 14, has truly filled in with California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) - all you need is a sunny, windless day to best appreciate these fields of orange dappled with yellow. The area surrounding the Reserve, east of 170th Street and south of HWY 138, around Fairmont Butte (pictured) is incredibly breathtaking as the hills are painted radiant orange with even more California poppies.
Heading north from Ventura along HWY 33 into the Los Padres National Forest – Ojai Ranger District, the Gene Marshall-Piedra Blanca National Recreation Trail is a challenging hike covering more than 8 miles which rewards with Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), purple nightshade (Solanum sp.), hillside pea (Lathyrus vestitus), ground pink (Linanthus sp.), gilia (Gilia sp.), and fragrant ceanothus (Ceanothus sp.). To access this trailhead take Rose Valley Road or Forest Route 6N31, cross the wide stream bed and take the trail to the left.
The Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area, off I-5, has a splendid showing of California coreopsis (Coreopsis californica) and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) blooming on one south facing slope along Powerline Road (pictured) in the south grassland area. Also decorating this slope are tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), broad flowered gilia (Gilia latiflora), fiddleneck (Amsinckia tessellata), pygmy-leafed lupine (Lupinus bicolor), and blazing stars (Mentzelia albicaulis) and along Stipa Trail look for patches of baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii).
Blankets of phacelia (Phacelia sp.) can still be seen throughout the Carrizo Plain National Monument, especially in the southeastern area and along Panorama and Elkhorn Roads. For a carpet of purple phacelia - so intense it gives the impression of being a lake - head to the northwestern part of Traver Ranch. In the California Valley, tidy tips (Layia sp.), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), cream cups (Platystemon californicus), and owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.) make a beautiful carpet, and as you head into the Monument from HWY 58, take note of the vibrant color imparted to hills of the Temblor Mountains by stands of owl’s clover and cream cups. Selby Camp Road and the KCL Campground area are also decorated with bush lupine (Lupinus albifrons), pepper grass (Lepidium sp.), owl’s clover, golden bush (Ericameria sp.), hillside daisy (Monolopia lanceolata), and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica). In the fields east of the Education Center, along Soda Lake Road, look for an abundance of larkspur (Delphinium sp.). For the intrepid wildflower enthusiast, take some time to explore the southwestern end of the Monument to discover a few precious jewel flowers (Caulanthus sp.).

The ephemeral wildflower show at Death Valley National Park is brilliant beyond words! If you haven’t been to this park during the spring, plan a visit now to enjoy the carpets of color and rare flowers that seldom make an appearance. An incredible concentration of flowers can be seen along HWY 178, especially between Ashford Mills and Badwater. At Salisbury Pass look for chia (Salvia columbariae), desert star (Monoptilon bellioides), and desert five-spot (Eremalche rotundifolia), while Jubilee Pass is radiant with beavertail cactus (Opuntia sp.), monkeyflower (Mimulus sp.), borad flowered gilia (Gilia latiflora), lupine (Lupinus sp.), and more. Continuing north to Natural Bridge Road enjoy a large patch of desert five-spot with phacelia (Phacelia sp.) as well as purple mat (Nama demissum) and velvet turtleback (Psathyrotes ramosissima). As you head north past Furnace Creek, take a moment to explore along Mud Canyon Road which is brimming with a wonderful array of flowers. To best appreciate this spectacular show, hopefully your trip here will also coincide with a period of little wind and clear skies.
Have a great time wherever you go and just remember to stay on designated trails and don’t walk on or lay on the flowers! That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, April 23rd. 

If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about wildflower blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday of each week when blooms of note occur.
NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS:

Charmlee Wilderness Park
· Wildflower Hike on Sunday, April 18 at 10:00am. Learn to recognize some of our local native plants and flowers. Meet at upper parking lot. Reservations required: 310-317-1364. $4 parking fee. Duration: 2hrs. 
Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area
· Hungry Valley Wildflower Tours (weekends only) led by Park Rangers and staff. Visitors are asked to meet at the Hungry Valley Visitor Center at 11:00am and follow park staff to the viewing area. Duration: 1 hour.
Joshua Tree National Park
· Wildflower Safari on Sunday, April 18, Tuesday, April 20, Thursday, April 22, and Saturday, April 24 at 10:00am and 2:00pm. Meet at the North Entrance Station for directions to a nearby flowering location. Duration: 1 hour, length: 1 mile in washes and off trail. Ranger Programs are free; no reservations required.
Laguna Coast Wilderness Park
· Wildflower Hike on Saturdays, May 8 & June 12 from 8:30am – 11:30am. Learn to identify native spring bloomers with Laguna Canyon Foundation volunteer naturalists on this moderate, but steep and rocky, 3.5-mile hike. Meet at Laguna Coast Wilderness Park, Willow Staging Area (20101 Laguna Canyon Road, just south of El Toro Road intersection). Reservations required (hikes fill up fast): Call 949-923-2235 to RSVP. Parking fee: $3. Donation: $2/person.
Los Padres National Forest
· Pozo Wildflower Tour & Family Day on Saturday, May 1 from 9:30am – 12:00pm. Meet at the Pozo Fire Station on Pozo Road, south of SR 58 at 9:00am. Take SR58 East from US101 in Paso Robles and drive a bunch of miles east until you reach Pozo Road. This tour is led by Dr. Charles Blair. Bring comfortable shoes, water, sack lunch, and your Adventure Pass. Call Helen Tarbet at 805-925-9538 ext. 246 or send an email to htarbet@fs.fed.us. 
Pacheco State Park
· Spring Wildflower Hikes every Saturday and Sunday in April from 10:00am to noon. Join naturalist Jennifer Morgan to view this year’s lovely wildflower display overlooking San Luis Reservoir. We’ll discuss the Native American and pioneer uses of plants and rich history of Pacheco Pass. The hike is about 2 miles long and is classed as moderate. No advance reservations needed for groups under 10 people. (10 or more—please call ahead.) Be sure to bring: waterproof hiking footwear, layered clothing and hat, sunscreen, and water. Optional:  rain gear, binoculars, camera, and field guides. There is no drinking water at Pacheco SP. NOTE: the only cost is the Park Day Use Fee of $5 per car. For more information, call (209) 826-1197 or (209) 826-6283.
Pine Hill Preserve
· The Bureau of Land Management’s Mother Lode Field Office has scheduled five springtime guided field trips to view wildflowers and other features at the Pine Hill Preserve in western El Dorado County.

These guided field trips will be held on:

Sat., April 24 (Cameron Park)         
Sat., May 15 (Pine Hill)                       
Sat., May 22 (Cameron Park)               
Sat., June 6 (Salmon Falls)              

All field trips start at 9:00am. Fieldtrip participants will meet at a designated area and carpool to the site. Participants should bring a lunch or snacks, water, sturdy shoes, hats, sunscreen and insect repellant. All trips are limited to 25 participants. Participants must pre-register with the Pine Hill Preserve. For more information, please contact the BLM’s Mother Lode Field Office, 5152 Hillsdale Circle, El Dorado Hills, Calif. 95762, or call (916) 941-3101 or (916) 941-3134. For reservations, contact Hinshaw at graciela_hinshaw@ca.blm.gov.

Pinnacles National Monument
· Pollination Sensation on Saturdays, April 17 & 24 at 10:00am. Join a park ranger for this 2-mile hike to the Condor Gulch Overlook and back that explores wildflower adaptations that attract bees, birds and other pollinators of Pinnacles. Meet at Condor Gulch Trailhead.
Placerita Canyon Natural Area 

· Open House on Saturday, May 8 from 10:00am – 3:00pm and at 11:00am join staff on a Wildflower Walk. This open house is a thank you to the community for your support over the past year. Please enjoy today's special family activities at Placerita Canyon Nature Center and Natural Area.

Prisk Native Garden

· Second Open House (by popular demand!) on Sunday, April 18 from 11:00am – 2:00pm. This event is free but donations are accepted. Note: this location is only partially wheelchair accessible. This garden is at the corner of San Vicente and Los Arcos around the corner from school office at 2375 Fanwood Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815. Take the Paloverde turnoff in Long Beach and make a sharp right on Los Arcos. For more information contact Mike at letteriello@charter.net. 

Santa Susana Mountain Park
· Welcome Walk on Saturday, April 17 at 9:00am. Hike led by Teena Takata with John Luker to accompany. Meet 9:00am on the east side of the Rocky Peak parking lot (from Topanga Canyon, go west on Santa Susana Pass Road until you are near the freeway ramp area near the top). We’ll hike down the old wagon track, and eventually end at the Larwin Gate.  From the wagon road, we’ll pass to the mesa, and then either go back up to the top of Devils Slide and down that way, or perhaps explore the area near Manson Caves and come back down from there. Duration: 4 hours, Length: 4 – 5 miles over hilly terrain. Bring hiking boots, a snack, water, hats, etc. For more information contact John Luker at jcluker2@yahoo.com or Teena at teena@besttax.com.
Topanga State Park
· Springtime Splendor on Sunday, April 18 at 1:00pm. On this stroll with a docent naturalist, see what’s blooming under oaks and in the grasslands. Duration: 2hrs. Call the Topanga Canyon Docents at 310-455-1696 for more information.
California Native Plant Society- Chapters__________________________________

CNPS-San Diego Chapter
· Field trips include: 

· Sat., April 17: Miramar Lake from 10:00am – 12:00pm. Field trip led by Adrienne Heinzelman and Dave Flietner. (This plant walk is wheelchair accessible.) Meet are eastern edge of Lake Miramar parking lot. For more information click here.

· Sat., April 24: Marion Bear Natural Memorial Park from 10:00am – 12:00pm. Field trip led by Frank Landis and Michael Murphy. Meet in parking lot. For more information click here.

CNPS-Orange County Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sun., May 2: Plant ID Walk, Azusa River Wilderness Park, Pasadena at 9:30am. Leaders: Bob Muns, Liana Argento, and Michael Hecht will take you on a slow paced, 3-4 hour walk along El Encanto Trail to identify spring wildflowers. From Interstate 210, exit on Azusa, continue north on Azusa Ave (State Route 39) for 3.5 miles. Turn right into the parking lot. Bring water, binoculars, lunch, hand lens, (optional $1 for plant list and $1 for hand lens). Rain cancels.
· Sun., June 6: Plant ID Walk, Little Dalton Canyon, Pasadena at 9:00am. Leaders: Bob Muns, Liana Argento, and Michael Hecht will take you on a slow paced 3-4 hour walk to identify plants and talk about fire ecology in a fire recovered canyon. From Interstate 210 E, exit Lone Hill Ave., go north on S. Lone Hill Ave, east on E. Foothill Blvd, and north on N Valley Center Ave. Take the first left onto E Sierra Madre Ave, then the first right onto Glendora Mountain Road and the third left to the parking area. Bring water, lunch, and hand lens (optional $1 plant list and $1 hand lens.) Rain cancels.
CNPS-Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter
· Field trips include:  
· Sat., April 17: Chaparral Chatter Hike at Caballero Canyon starting at 8:30am. Bring hat, water, and snacks (boots are recommended). Duration: 3 hours. For more information and to RSVP call 818-782-9346.
· Sun., April 25: Malibu Bluffs Park – Springtime Meander on the Bluffs at 10:00am. Explore along the trail to discover native wildflowers and grasses (and the invasion of weeds); enjoy great views of mountains and sea; dip your toes into the bay as we walk along the beach; look for dolphins, whales and sea birds. For more information call 818-345-6749. Duration: 2hrs.
CNPS-San Gabriel Mountain Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Thurs., April 22: The October 2007 Fire Storm in San Diego County with Fred Roberts at 7:30pm. In his talk, Fred will look at some of the lands and plants burned in the October 2007 fire storm in San Diego County. The Harris fire burned 350,000 acres, more than twice the area of the Station fire. The lands burned have one of the highest plant species diversities in the U.S. This talk will be held at the Eaton Canyon Nature Center.
· Sat., April 24: Desert Pines Wildlife Sanctuary Tour. Meet at 9:00am at the Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve, from where we will convoy to Desert Pines under Mickey Long's direction. This location is one of the best of the Los Angeles County Wildlife and Wildflower Sanctuaries and the least known, Desert Pines Wildlife Sanctuary, at the north edge of the Liebre Mountains.

· Sat., May 8: Fire Recovery Hike in the San Gabriel Mountains. Hike led by Cliff and Gabi McLean and sponsored by the Sierra Club Natural Science Section. Visit an area of the San Gabriel Mountains that was burned in the Station Fire of September, 2009. We will look at resprouting of shrubs and trees, see what fire-following wildflowers show up, and look for the return of wildlife.  This is a slow-paced nature hike with naturalists. Bring hand lens, field guides, binoculars and/or camera. Meet at 9:00am at the Sierra Club's La Cañada rideshare meeting point along the Angeles Crest Highway (Route 2), just north of the 210 Freeway. From there, we will drive a short distance to the trail head.
· Sun., May 9: Eaton Canyon Plant Walks led by Gabi and Cliff McLean. Meet in front of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00am. Then go on a leisurely walk, about 2 hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the nearby wild areas. 
· Sat., May 15: Car Tour along Glendora Ridge Road for Spring Wildflowers at 4200 ft. at 9:00am. Leader: Bob Muns. This notable gentleman has walked the entire route and recorded each and every plant growing there. Directions: To get to the meeting place from the 210 Foothill Freeway, take the Grand Ave. exit north to Sierra Madre Blvd. Turn right on Sierra Madre and go east to Glendora Mountain Road, passing an elementary school and Loraine Ave. just before you turn. Turn left on Glendora Mountain Road, and proceed north all the way to the top of the ridge. There you will find a large T-intersection where Glendora Mountain Road meets Glendora Ridge Road, which is where we will gather at 9:00am. If Glendora Mountain Road is closed, alternative routes are up Highway 39, Azusa/San Gabriel Canyon Road to East Fork Road, to Glendora Mountain Road, to Glendora Ridge Road, or west from Mt. Baldy Road. Glendora Ridge Road is 22 miles long.
CNPS-San Luis Obispo Chapter
· Field trips include:   
· Sat., April 17: Wildflower and Earth Day Weekend Figueroa Mountain, at the Figueroa Fire Station from 9:30am – 2:00pm. The Santa Lucia District, Los Padres National Forest will hold its one of its seventh annual Wildflower Weekends on Figueroa Mountain in conjunction with CNPS. Meet at 9:00am at the Figueroa Fire Station on Figueroa Mountain Rd. Turn left at the SR 154-Figueroa Mtn. Rd. intersection near Los Olivos, and proceed to the Fire Station parking lot. This will be a "drive and stroll" tour of this year’s spectacular display. Sturdy shoes, lunch and liquids, and camera and binoculars recommended. Call Helen Tarbet at 805-925-9538 ext. 246 or Charles Blair 805-733-3189 for details.
CNPS-Channel Islands Chapter
· Field trips include:   
· Sat., April 24: Sail Over To & Hike Around Santa Cruz Island from 7:00am – 5:00pm. Steve Junak will lead an expedition to explore the botany of Santa Cruz Island, the largest of the eight Channel Islands. Steve is THE expert on the flora of Santa Cruz Island, he wrote the flora for the island. The boat will put in at Prisoner's Harbor and Steve will lead the hike to Pelican Bay. Hiking will be easy to moderate. Space is quite limited, to just 15, and reservations are required, and there is a charge for the boat ride, by the Island Packers Company.  Call 805-450-7882 (William Abbott) to get more details and make your reservation.
CNPS-Bristlecone Chapter
· Field trips and events include: 
· Sat., April 17: El Paso Wash, Indian Wells Valley – Search for Rare Plants at 9:00am. Leaders: Kathy LaShure and Jane McEwen. During this trip we will explore the area southwest of Ridgecrest that is the site of the proposed Solar Millennium Ridgecrest Project. Meet at 9:00am at the intersection of Brown Road & Powerline Road. That’s 7 miles south of the intersection of Hwy 178 and Brown Road in Inyokern or 2.9 miles west of the intersection of Hwy 395 and Brown Road (coming from Ridgecrest). Passenger cars OK to meeting site. Bring water, snacks, hat, sunscreen, linked plant list, Jepson Desert Manual, Pam MacKay’s Mojave Desert Flora, notebook and pencil, camera. For further information, please contact Kathy LaShure (760-377-4541 or desert_encelia@verizon.net).

· Sat., April 24 – Sun., April 25: Eureka Valley. Leader: Michèle Slaton. Come spend 1 or 2 days in the south end of Eureka Valley in Death Valley National Park. Meet on Saturday at 8:00am at the Big Pine Campground, at the intersection of Hwy 395 and 168. We will hike up the road and side canyons of Dedeckera Canyon on Sat., and car camp near the dunes that night. On Sunday, we will either explore the sand dunes or another Last Chance canyon north of Dedeckera. Expect to see many rare plants. Bring all your camping necessities and typical hiking gear. Expect to walk about 6 miles each day. There is no water available in Eureka Valley. 4WD required for some group members, but not all… Please RSVP so that we can inform the Park of our group size, and to help arrange vehicles and timing for those who can come just one day. Contact Michèle with any questions at mslaton@schat.com or 760-938-3258.
· Sat., May 1: Caliente Creek, Tejon Ranch. Leader: Ellen Cypher. This is a joint trip with the Creosote Ring Sub-Chapter and Kern County CNPS. This second trip courtesy of the Tejon Ranch Conservancy will visit the Caliente Creek area (800’ – 1,200’ elevation). The date was chosen in order to increase chances of catching the rare Vasek’s Clarkia Clarkia tembloriensis ssp. calientensis in bloom. Bring lunch, water, hat, sunscreen, layers of clothing, and wear sturdy boots. Pets and smoking are not allowed on Tejon Ranch. If you plan to attend, please notify Kathy LaShure (760-377-4541 or desert_encelia@verizon.net) by 5:00pm on Friday, April 30. Those coming from the Indian Wells Valley or points north should meet at the Inyokern Post Office at 7:00am to carpool to the site. If coming from the south or west, just meet at 8:30am at the site entrance. Please be prompt, as the gates must be locked once everyone arrives for the group to start. Directions to the site: we will meet at the intersection of Bena Road and Highway 223 (just south of Highway 58) and then travel to the field site.
























