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Every Weekend March through May (818) 768-3533




Welcome to the 28th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store, and education center dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and California native plants.

The splendor of spring continues to adorn the parks and natural areas of southern and central California, so pick a location and enjoy an adventure filled with wildflowers.
An incredible diversity of flowers can be seen at the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve, in Murrieta, where showy displays of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) and bush lupine (Lupinus excubitus var. hallii) are found along the Punta Mesa Trail at the intersection of Fault Line and Monument Hill Roads. For an explosion of blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum) with patches of goldfields (Lasthenia californica) walk along the Vernal Pool Trail, which is also showing shooting stars (Dodecatheon clevelandii ssp. clevelandii), red maids (Calandrinia ciliata), and purple sanicle (Sanicula bipinnatifida). Along Sylvan Meadows Road enjoy an enchanting walk with Johnny jump-up (Viola pedunculata), Pomona locoweed (Astragalus pomonensis), checkerbloom (Sidalcea malviflora ssp. sparsifolia), and California peony (Paeonia californica). For especially good blooms of popcorn flowers (Plagiobothrys spp.), fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii var. menziesii), Johnny jump-up (Viola pedunculata), and baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii var. menziesii), explore the Tovashal/Cajalco Loop, beginning at Sylvan Meadows Road at the NW Kiosk.
In Hemet, Diamond Valley Lake is still a great spot but enjoy it while it lasts as many of the profuse bloomers are starting to fade. Along Wildflower Trail hillsides are still yellow with goldfields (Lasthenia californica), while patches of tidy tips (Layia platyglossa) are seen on north and east facing slopes, and lining the path or along slopes look for baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), common cryptantha (Cryptantha intermedia), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), and cream cups (Platystemon californicus). Lakeview Trail is also quite charming with Indian paintbrush (Castilleja affinis), black sage (Salvia mellifera), and yellow bush penstemon (Keckiella antirrhinoides, pictured).
Heading east along I-10, we visit Joshua Tree National Park where the bloom continues to improve. Although not fields of flowers getting out of your car and exploring the surroundings reveals a number of gems. Around Cottonwood and Bajada discover bladderpod (Isomeris arborea), desert gold poppy (Eschscholzia glyptosperma), checker fiddleneck (Amsinckia tessellata), ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens), chuparosa (Justicia californica), brown-eyed primrose (Camissonia claviformis), desert alyssum (Lepidium fremontii), and whispering bells (Emmenanthe penduliflora). The Pinto Basin is also showing nice color with California primrose (Camissonia californica), silver puffs (Uropappus lindleyi), Wallace’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei), hairy milkweed (Sarcostemma (Funastrum) hirtellum), and fagonia (Fagonia laevis), to name a few. 
For an amazing show of desert lilies (Hesperocallis undulata) continue along I-10 east of Cornsprings Road and the Chuckwalla Mountains Wilderness.

Continuing to the eastern edge of California, near Needles, a number of notch leaved phacelia (Phacelia crenulata, pictured), sprinkled with dune evening primrose (Oenothera deltoides), decorate HWY 95 towards I-40, and continuing south along HWY 95 towards Vidal Junction look for pincushion (Chaenactis sp.) and desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata).
Jumping back down to San Diego County, the Salton Sea State Recreation Area is still sporting a number of lupine (Lupinus sp.) and brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) blooms, while the desert floor is covered with popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys sp.), brown-eyed primrose (Camissonia claviformis), desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), and desert sunflower (Geraea canescens). And now barrel (Ferocactus cylindraceus) and beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), as well as palo verde (Cercidium floridum (Parkinsonia florida)), burrobush (Ambrosia dumosa), desert lavender (Hyptis emoryi), and smoke tree (Psorothamnus spinosus) are starting to bloom.
The bloom at Anza-Borrego Desert State Park is winding down around the valley floor, but there’s still plenty to enjoy as you climb in elevation. Cacti are really putting on an incredible show throughout the park and with 4-Wheel Drive you can explore Rockhouse Canyon Road to enjoy barrel cactus (Ferocactus cylindraceus) along with fields of dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata) and chicory (Rafinesquia neomexicana). Yaqui Well Trail is great for sightings of fishhook cactus (Mammillaria dioica), fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.), agave (Agave deserti), desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), dune primrose (Oenothera deltoides), and trailing windmills (Allionia incarnata). Things are starting to bloom in Culp Valley where already ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens) and brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) are quite lovely.  
Travelling along HWY 79, look for a blanket of goldfields (Lasthenia sp.) northwest of Warner Springs.

Along the coast, the Guy Fleming Trail of Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve is brimming over with tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), sand verbena (Abronia umbellata), ground pink (Linanthus dianthiflorus), and common phacelia (Phacelia distans), as well as a few Nuttall’s snapdragon (Antirrhinum nuttallianum). Throughout the Reserve you can also find goldfields (Lasthenia californica), sea dahlia (Coreopsis maritima), black sage (Salvia mellifera), and California sun cup (Camissonia bistorta). 

In Orange County, O'Neill Regional Park is a splendid destination with a number of colorful trails. Take the Coyote Trail to enjoy stands of silver lupine (Lupinus albifrons) highlighted with Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae), and for more diversity try the Edna Spalding Trail to find bush monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus), blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum), and bladderpod (Isomeris arborea).  
In Newport Beach, the Environmental Nature Center is showing great color with blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), morning glory (Calystegia macrostegia), and seaside daisy (Erigeron glaucus). For blooms of blackberry (Rubus ursinus), hummingbird sage (Salvia spathacea), and mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia), head to the Riparian section, while exploring the Chaparral area delights with Cleveland sage (Salvia clevelandii), sugar bush (Rhus ovata), and scarlet bugler (Penstemon centranthifolius). 
The Grasshopper Trail of Santiago Oaks Regional Park is a fun and colorful hike decorated with blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), Parry’s phacelia (Phacelia parryi), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), narrow leaved forget-me-not (Cryptantha angustifolia), and stinging lupine (Lupinus hirsutissimus) to name a few.

Nestled in Long Beach south of Interstate 405, the Prisk Native Garden (pictured) located at 2375 Fanwood Avenue is hosting an open house on Sunday, April 11th making this a lovely destination for sightings of bush anemone (Carpenteria californica), red ribbons clarkia (Clarkia concinna), meadow foam (Limnanthes douglasii), wind poppy (Stylomecon heterophylla), desert penstemon (Penstemon pseudospectabilis), blazing star (Mentzelia lindleyi), and much more.
The hills of the Portuguese Bend Reserve (pictured), one of the nine reserves that make up the  Palos Verdes Nature Preserve, are yellow with invasive mustard (Brassica sp.), but there are some nice patches of phacelia (Phacelia sp.) contributing a lovely shade of purple to the hillside. 
The Eaton Canyon Natural Area in Pasadena still offers some colorful hiking bedecked with bush sunflower (Encelia californica), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), and black sage (Salvia mellifera), and along Midwick Trail look for several shrubs of holly leaf cherry (Prunus ilicifolia) while the north facing slope above this trail is showcasing vines of Virgin’s bower (Clematis lasiantha). 

For a ramble in Beverly Hills sprinkled with purple nightshade (Solanum xanti), canyon sunflower (Venegasia carpesioides), fuchsia flowered gooseberry (Ribes speciosum), purple sage (Salvia leucophylla), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), black walnut (Juglans californica), sticky monkeyflower (Mimulus aurantiacus), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), and sugar bush (Rhus ovata), take a hike through Franklin Canyon.
Located on the UCLA campus, the native section of the Mildred E. Mathias Botanical Garden is showing some beautiful specimens in bloom, including summer holly (Comarostaphylis diversifolia), bush anemone (Carpenteria californica), Menzies’ wallflower (Erysimum menziesii), Ken Taylor’s flannel bush (Fremontodendron 'Ken Taylor'), showy penstemon (Penstemon spectabilis), and blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum). 
The Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area offers a number of beautiful hikes and for an especially lovely option start your journey along the Mishe Mokwa Trail, off Yerba Buena Road. The beginning of this hike offers deerweed (Lotus scoparius), black sage (Salvia mellifera), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), popcorn flowers (Plagiobothrys spp.), and woolly bluecurls (Trichostema lanatum). Sprinkled along the trail also look for yellow monkeyflower (Mimulus brevipes), chia (Salvia columbariae), and climbing snapdragon (Antirrhinum kelloggii) while other stretches are decorated with chocolate lilies (Fritillaria biflora), purple nightshade (Solanum xanti), Parry’s larkspur (Delphinium parryi), Virgin’s bower (Clematis lasiantha, pictured), and hillside pea (Lathyrus vestitus). Continuing this hike along Sandstone Peak Trail rewards with chaparral currant (Ribes malvaceum), owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta), prickly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum), and a few bush lupine (Lupinus longifolius). 
For great sightings of hummingbird sage (Salvia spathacea) mixed with blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), trek along Deer Leg Trail out of Reagan Ranch in Malibu Creek State Park. To start this hike just park on Lake Vista Drive, about 200 ft. south of the intersection of Mulholland Highway and Cornell Road. 

Keeping in Malibu, the Charmlee Wilderness Park is showing deerweed (Lotus scoparius), purple nightshade (Solanum xanti), and blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum) throughout the park, while south of the water tank look for abundant stinging lupine (Lupinus hirsutissimus), common phacelia (Phacelia distans), and a few Parry’s phacelia (Phacelia parryi), and for a great display of bush lupine (Lupinus longifolius) head to the meadow.
In Ventura County along the coast, the La Jolla Canyon Loop Trail at Point Mugu State Park is quite spectacular affording views of the ocean and great color from giant coreopsis (Coreopsis gigantea), Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae), bladderpod (Isomeris arborea), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), western wallflower (Erysimum sp.), Parry’s phacelia (Phacelia parryi), blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys sp.), and many more.

Heading inland if the day is warm and not too windy a peak bloom of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica, pictured) can be seen at the Antelope Valley Poppy Reserve, located 15 miles west of HWY 14. As you head towards the Reserve, look south of HWY 138, between 170th street and 128th street, to see stands of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), and pygmy lupine (Lupinus bicolor), interspersed with cream cups (Platystemon californicus), desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), and owl’s clover (Castilleja exserta). But don’t delay because if the winds keep up those delicate poppy flowers won’t last long.
Also off HWY 14, the Placerita Canyon Natural Area has some interesting blooms of Santa Barbara milkvetch (Astragalus trichopodus) in many areas, as well as shiny biscuit root (Lomatium lucidum, pictured) along Manzanita Mountain Trail, while hiking Waterfall Trail reveals a splendid showing of sweet cicely (Osmorhiza brachypoda).
At Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area there is a nice showing of California coreopsis (Coreopsis californica) and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) blooming on one south facing slope along Powerline Road in the south grassland area along with just a few tidy tips (Layia platyglossa), broad flowered gilia (Gilia latiflora), fiddleneck (Amsinckia tessellata), pygmy-leafed lupine (Lupinus bicolor), and small flowered blazing star (Mentzelia albicaulis). There are also small patches of baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii) blooming along Stipa Trail in the north grasslands.

Driving along I-5 the Gorman Hills are decorated with patches of California coreopsis (Coreopsis californica) along with a few California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), and as you descend the Grapevine and approach the flats along Tejon Ranch, a sea of lupine (Lupinus sp.) still line both sides of the Interstate. 

If this weekend is warmer you might want to join the crowds to enjoy the splendor of Figueroa Mountain, but even with cooler temperatures the western wallflower (Erysimum capitatum), which decorates a rocky green serpentine hillside near Tunnel Road, is a vibrant orange. And throughout the meadows look for lovely mariposa lilies (Calochortus sp.) that are starting to pop up.   
For a potentially quieter trail in the Los Padres National Forest, explore the Aliso Canyon Loop Trail which is radiant with flowers. To access this trailhead exit Paradise Road from HWY 154, travel east for 4 miles, and turn left at the entrance to the Los Prietos Ranger Station. Follow the paved road past the station and across the Santa Ynez River into the campground. 
The breathtaking fields of wildflowers (pictured) continue to dazzle spectators at the Carrizo Plain National Monument. Nature’s beauty abounds along Soda Lake Road with hillsides and valley floors painted yellow with goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), tidy tips (Layia sp.), tickseed (Coreopsis sp.), and hillside daisies (Monolopia lanceolata) along with highlights from purple owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.) and whitish-lavender gilia (Gilia sp.). Blankets of fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.) with stands of phacelia (Phacelia spp.) can be seen in California Valley and along HWY 58. For the vibrant orange California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) check out the southeastern end of the Temblor Mountains or look west of Soda Lake Road between Washburn Ranch and KCL Campground. Around Selby Camp and Selby Camp Road look for stands of goldenbush (Ericameria sp.), bush lupine (Lupinus albifrons), owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.), and pepper grass (Lepidium sp.). For a phenomenal expanse of phacelia (Phacelia sp.) head to northwestern part of Traver Ranch. 
South of Pismo Beach, the trail at Oso Flaco Lake is decorated with dune lupine (Lupinus chamissonis), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja sp.), wallflower (Erysimum sp.), and a few dune primrose (Oenothera sp.) starting in the sandy areas.
Fields of owl’s clover (Castilleja sp., pictured) and bird’s eye gilia (Gilia tricolor, pictured) decorate the western slopes above Kern River along HWY 178, near Kern Canyon Road just below Lake Isabella. Exploring Kern Canyon Road rewards with more owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.), bird’s eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), and goldfields (Lasthenia sp.).
Driving along HWY 41, west of Kettleman Hills and I-5, the hillsides (pictured) are painted orange and yellow as only nature could perfect.
The Pinnacles National Monument is still looking great with a number of trails and roads showing a myriad of blooms. Taking the road up to Bear Gulch reveals a plentitude of blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum) and woolly Indian paintbrush (Castilleja foliolosa) interspersed with sticky monkey flower (Mimulus aurantiacus), golden yarrow (Eriophyllum confertiflorum var. confertiflorum), cut-petal bush monkeyflower (Mimulus bifidus), and pipestem clematis (Clematis lasiantha). For great stands of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) hike the High Peaks Trail which is also showing blue witch (Solanum umbelliferum), bush poppy (Dendromecon rigida), California saxifrage (Saxifraga californica), western wallflower (Erysimum capitatum ssp. capitatum), and blue fiesta flower (Pholistoma auritum var. auritum). The Condor Gulch Trail is also becoming quite interesting with a number of flowers just starting to bloom, including seep monkeyflower (Mimulus guttatus), larkspur (Delphinium sp.), whispering bells (Emmenanthe penduliflora), and more. 
For our most northern spot we visit the Hite Cove Trail off HWY 140, 7 miles west of Yosemite’s El Portal entrance and 20 miles east of Mariposa. Along this trail look for an abundance of goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), bird’s eye gilia (Gilia tricolor), popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys nothofulvus), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), woodland star (Lithophragma affine), and many, many more.
Heading east towards the Sequoia National Forest, driving along HWY 180 around Squaw Valley and Dunlap, the foothills are radiant with western redbud (Cercis occidentalis) and buckbrush (Ceanothus cuneatus), and throughout the area look for blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica). 

For an amazingly colorful adventure head to Death Valley National Park where desert sunflower (Geraea canescens) is coating the lower elevations with brilliant yellow, especially around Ashford Mills and Badwater Road. Exploring West Side Road and north of Mormon Point also rewards with fabulous fields of flowers, and along HWY 178 look for brilliant pink cactus flowers, but make sure to get here before drying winds and high temperatures draw this show to a close. 
And as a reminder to all our wildflower enthusiasts, remember to stay on designated trails, respect nature and private property, and take photos but not flowers!
That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, April 16th. 

If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about wildflower blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday of each week when blooms of note occur.
NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS:

Theodore Payne Foundation
· 7th Annual Native Plant Garden Tour, this Saturday & Sunday, April 10 & 11 from 10:00am – 4:00pm. For tickets (Cost: $20 for two days) and more information on this self-guided journey through 50 gardens from Long Beach to Monrovia, visit our webpage or call the Foundation at 818-768-1802. NOTE: Gardens on the Westside, from Brentwood to Long Beach, will be open for viewing on Saturday, April 10; and gardens in the San Fernando and San Gabriel valleys will be open for viewing on Sunday, April 11. And two gardens in Beverly Hills and Tujunga will be open for viewing both days.
Alabama Hills – Bishop Field Office
· Alabama Arches Tour on Saturday, April 10 at 10:00am. Due to popular demand, Dave Kirk, BLM's Alabama Hills Steward, will be leading another Arches Interpretive Hike. Meet Dave at the corner of Whitney Portal Rd. and Movie Rd. at 10am. This is a moderate hike, so dress comfortably and bring water & sun screen. Learn about the geology that formed these magnificent arches. If you have any further questions about the hike, contact Dave at 760-920-1412.

Charmlee Wilderness Park
· Wildflower Hike on Sundays, April 11 & 18 at 10:00am. Learn to recognize some of our local native plants and flowers. Meet at upper parking lot. Reservations required: 310-317-1364. $4 parking fee. Duration: 2hrs. 
Circle X Ranch – Mishe Mokwa Trailhead
· What’s Blooming at 2000 ft.? On Saturday, April 10 at 9:00am. Look for uncommon species of wildflowers on the trail to Split Rock. Join us on a 4-mile roundtrip hike with options to go further. Wear durable shoes and bring water, lunch, hat, and sunscreen. Duration: 4-5hrs.

Hungry Valley State Vehicular Recreation Area
· Hungry Valley Wildflower Tours (weekends only) led by Park Rangers and staff will begin this weekend, April 10 & 11. Visitors are asked to meet at the Hungry Valley Visitor Center at 11:00am and follow park staff to the viewing area. 

Joshua Tree National Park
· Cottonwood Spring Hike on Saturday, April 10 at 2:00pm. Wear sturdy boots, bring water and meet at the Cottonwood Spring parking area. Duration: 1 hour, length: 1½ miles. Ranger Programs are free; no reservations required.
· Bajada Flower Walk on Saturday, April 10 at 11:00am. Meet at the Bajada Nature Trail, located south of Cottonwood Visitor Center. Duration: 1 hour, length ¼ mile on a flat, paved trail. Ranger Programs are free; no reservations required.
Laguna Coast Wilderness Park
· Wildflower Hike on Saturdays, April 10, May 8, & June 12 from 8:30am – 11:30am. Learn to identify native spring bloomers with Laguna Canyon Foundation volunteer naturalists on this moderate, but steep and rocky, 3.5-mile hike. Meet at Laguna Coast Wilderness Park, Willow Staging Area (20101 Laguna Canyon Road, just south of El Toro Road intersection). Reservations required (hikes fill up fast): Call 949-923-2235 to RSVP. Parking fee: $3. Donation: $2/person.

Pacheco State Park
· Spring Wildflower Hikes every Saturday and Sunday in April from 10:00am to noon. Join naturalist Jennifer Morgan to view this year’s lovely wildflower display overlooking San Luis Reservoir. We’ll discuss the Native American and pioneer uses of plants and rich history of Pacheco Pass. The hike is about 2 miles long and is classed as moderate. No advance reservations needed for groups under 10 people. (10 or more—please call ahead.) Be sure to bring: waterproof hiking footwear, layered clothing and hat, sunscreen, and water. Optional:  rain gear, binoculars, camera, and field guides. There is no drinking water at Pacheco SP. NOTE: the only cost is the Park Day Use Fee of $5 per car. For more information, call (209) 826-1197 or (209) 826-6283.
Prisk Native Garden

· Open House on Sunday, April 11 from 1:00pm – 4:00pm. This event is free but donations are accepted. Note: this location is only partially wheelchair accessible.This garden is at the corner of San Vicente and Los Arcos around the corner from school office at 2375 Fanwood Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815. Take the Paloverde turnoff in Long Beach and make a sharp right on Los Arcos. For more information contact Mike at letteriello@charter.net. 

Pine Hill Preserve
· The Bureau of Land Management’s Mother Lode Field Office has scheduled five springtime guided field trips to view wildflowers and other features at the Pine Hill Preserve in western El Dorado County.

These guided field trips will be held on:

Sat., April 24 (Cameron Park)         
Sat., May 15 (Pine Hill)                       
Sat., May 22 (Cameron Park)               
Sat., June 6 (Salmon Falls)              

All field trips start at 9:00am. Fieldtrip participants will meet at a designated area and carpool to the site. Participants should bring a lunch or snacks, water, sturdy shoes, hats, sunscreen and insect repellant. All trips are limited to 25 participants. Participants must pre-register with the Pine Hill Preserve. For more information, please contact the BLM’s Mother Lode Field Office, 5152 Hillsdale Circle, El Dorado Hills, Calif. 95762, or call (916) 941-3101 or (916) 941-3134. For reservations, contact Hinshaw at graciela_hinshaw@ca.blm.gov.

Pinnacles National Monument
· Pollination Sensation on Sundays, April 10, 17, & 24 at 10:00am. Join a park ranger for this 2-mile hike to the Condor Gulch Overlook and back that explores wildflower adaptations that attract bees, birds and other pollinators of Pinnacles. Meet at Condor Gulch Trailhead.
Santa Susana Mountain Park
· Welcome Walk on Saturday, April 17 at 9:00am. Hike led by Teena Takata with John Luker to accompany. Exact hike plan to be determined but an emphasis will be placed on flowers. For more information contact John Luker at jcluker2@yahoo.com. 

· Opening of Chatsworth Nature Preserve on Sunday, April 11 from 10:00am – 3:30pm. The Preserve is only open to the public ONE DAY EACH YEAR. For more information contact John Luker at jcluker2@yahoo.com. 
Southern California Botanists
· San Jacinto Wildlife Area Field Trip on Saturday, April 10 from 9:00am - 12:00pm. This is a joint field trip with the Friends of the northern San Jacinto Valley. The CDFG San Jacinto Wildlife Area is well known for a diverse alkali playa-grassland flora and a number of sensitive plant species, especially the San Jacinto Valley crownscale (Atriplex coronata var. notatior). This will be a walk to examine some of the earlier blooming species within the alkali grassland and playa habitats found within the Wildlife Area. A number of sensitive species unique to the grasslands should be visible during our trip. Meet at 9:00am at the Headquarters Parking lot of the San Jacinto Wildlife Area (SJWA).To reach the SJWA take the I-215 south to the Ramona Expressway. Continue along the Expressway for approximately seven miles to Lakeview. At Lakeview turn north (left) onto Davis Road and drive north some 2.3 miles to the Reserve entrance. We will meet at the parking lot adjacent to the Reserve Headquarters. Bring a hand lens, water, and a sack lunch. The trip will consist of some light walking around the SJWA.
· Whitewater Bio Blitz on Monday, April 12 and Tuesday, April 13. Please join the Southern California Botanists, the San Bernardino National Forest, and The Wildlands Conservancy for a Bio Blitz in the Whitewater Canyon watershed on the southeastern flank of the San Bernardino Mountains. Survey teams will assemble for two days to document and map the flora and fauna of this diverse region, where montane, inland, and desert species come together. For more information contact either Gina Richmond (genera@verizon.net) or Kerry Myers (kerrylynett@gmail.com).

Topanga State Park
· Springtime Splendor on Sundays, April 11 & 18 at 1:00pm. On this stroll with a docent naturalist, see what’s blooming under oaks and in the grasslands. Duration: 2hrs. Call the Topanga Canyon Docents at 310-455-1696 for more information.
Wildlands Conservancy’s: Whitewater Preserve
· Ranger Led Hike on Sunday, April 11 at 9:00am. Enjoy the beautiful spring colors on this moderate 3 mile hike up Canyon View Loop Trail. Bring Water and hiking shoes. Please call 760-325-7222 for more information. 
California Native Plant Society- Chapters__________________________________

CNPS-San Diego Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., April 17: Miramar Lake from 10:00am – 12:00pm. For more information click here.

CNPS-Orange County Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., April 10: Irvine Ranch Conservancy Auto Tour - Wildflowers and Arthropods of Orange County (8:30am). Coastal southern California is home to an extremely rich array of plant species. It hosts an even greater array of insects and arachnids that provide food, promote nutrient cycling, and pollinate the plants that we see. Come join us for a botanical and entomological tour of the Irvine Ranch Wildlands through the foothills of the Santa Ana Mountains, where we will hunt for our plant and arthropod friends. We will be traveling by touring truck and hiking on foot to get both an overview and a detailed look at plants and some invertebrates. The habitats covered will be oak woodland, coastal sage scrub, chaparral, and needlegrass grassland. IRC Senior Field Ecologist Jutta Burger will review key plants and some arthropods in each and showcase major wildflower species that are out this spring. Duration: 5+ hours. Note: Participants limited to 20 people so pre-registration is mandatory. E-mail Rich Schilk birdguy@naturalista.net to reserve your spot and get additional information.
CNPS-Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter
· Field trips include:  
· Sat., April 17: Chaparral Chatter Hike at Caballero Canyon starting at 8:30am. Bring hat, water, and snacks (boots are recommended). Duration: 3 hours. For more information and to RSVP call 818-782-9346.
CNPS-San Gabriel Mountain Chapter
· Field trips include: 

· Eaton Canyon Plant Walks: Meet in front of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00am. Then go on a leisurely walk, about 2 hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the nearby wild areas. 

Sun., April 11, leader Rick Fisher

Sun., May 9, leaders Gabi and Cliff McLean

· Sat., April 24: Desert Pines Wildlife Sanctuary Tour. Meet at 9:00am at the Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve, from where we will convoy to Desert Pines under Mickey Long's direction. This location is one of the best of the Los Angeles County Wildlife and Wildflower Sanctuaries and the least known, Desert Pines Wildlife Sanctuary, at the north edge of the Liebre Mountains.

· Sat., May 8: Fire Recovery Hike in the San Gabriel Mountains. Hike led by Cliff and Gabi McLean and sponsored by the Sierra Club Natural Science Section. Visit an area of the San Gabriel Mountains that was burned in the Station Fire of September, 2009. We will look at resprouting of shrubs and trees, see what fire-following wildflowers show up, and look for the return of wildlife.  This is a slow-paced nature hike with naturalists. Bring hand lens, field guides, binoculars and/or camera. Meet at 9:00am at the Sierra Club's La Cañada rideshare meeting point along the Angeles Crest Highway (Route 2), just north of the 210 Freeway. From there, we will drive a short distance to the trail head.
CNPS-San Luis Obispo Chapter
· Field trips include: 

· Sat., April 10: CNPS & Sierra Club Spring La Purisima Burton Mesa Wildflower Walk at 9:00am. Meet at the La Purisima Mission Parking Lot, corner of Purisima and Mission Gate Roads for this annual CNPS and Sierra Club spring tour of the beauties of the Burton Mesa Chaparral. This is turning out to be a fair year for wildflowers, annuals, and shrubs. Optional afternoon tour. Bring sturdy shoes, lunch & water (camera and binoculars advised). For more information, call Charlie at 805-733-3189 or Connie 805-735-2292. 

 

· Sun., April 11: Field Trip to Tejon Ranch at 10:00am. This special event is a Field Trip to the Tejon Ranch for our SLO-CNPS chapter members and friends. Tejon Ranch Conservancy, led by one of their conservation staff members, will host a 3 to 4 hour hike, choosing the best location to see the spring wildflower bloom within the 240,000 acres Tejon Ranch in the Tehachapi Range. To decide if this trip is for you please visit the website: http://www.tejonconservancy.org/ , then go to Events, 2010 Community Hike Program, and Under General Information scroll down to “For more information on what to bring and restrictions, click here”. Traveling to the Tejon Ranch: Specific traveling instructions will be emailed to registered participants once the location for the best spring bloom is determined by the Tejon Ranch Conservancy leader. To Register: Because SLO-CNPS has made special arrangements with the Tejon Ranch Conservancy all participants must register prior to this event. Please contact Lynne Peterson (email: lynne1112@hotmail.com) to make your reservations. For additional information contact Mardi Niles (email: mlniles@sbcglobal.net).
  

· Sat., April 17: Wildflower and Earth Day Weekend Figueroa Mountain, at the Figueroa Fire Station at 9:00am. The Santa Lucia District, Los Padres National Forest will hold its one of its seventh annual Wildflower Weekends on Figueroa Mountain in conjunction with CNPS. Meet at 9:00am at the Fire Station on Figueroa Mountain Rd. Turn left at the SR 154-Figueroa Mtn. Rd. intersection near Los Olivos, and proceed to the Fire Station parking lot. This will be a "drive and stroll" tour of this year’s spectacular display. Sturdy shoes, lunch and liquids, and camera and binoculars recommended. Call Helen Tarbet at 805-925-9538 ext. 246 or Charles Blair 805-733-3189 for details.
CNPS-Bristlecone Chapter
· Field trips and events include: 

· Fri., April 9 – Sun., April 11: Maturanso Museum Wildflower Show (100 E. Las Flores, Ridgecrest, 760-375-6900). Come see what wildflower treasures have been uncovered within a 50-mile radius of Ridgecrest. Volunteer teams with BLM permits will search for flora on the east-facing slopes & in the canyons of the Sierra Nevada, in the Coso and El Paso Mountains, as well as the Indian Wells Valley itself. 
· Sat., April 24 – Sun., April 25: Eureka Valley. Leader: Michèle Slaton. Come spend 1 or 2 days in the south end of Eureka Valley in Death Valley National Park. Meet Sat. 8:00am at the Big Pine Campground, at the intersection of Hwy 395 and 168. We will hike up the road and side canyons of Dedeckera Canyon on Sat., and car camp near the dunes that night. On Sunday, we will either explore the sand dunes or another Last Chance canyon north of Dedeckera. Expect to see many rare plants. Bring all your camping necessities and typical hiking gear. Expect to walk about 6 miles each day. There is no water available in Eureka Valley. 4WD required for some group members, but not all… Please RSVP so that we can inform the Park of our group size, and to help arrange vehicles and timing for those who can come just one day. Contact Michèle with any questions at mslaton@schat.com or 760-938-3258.


































