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Every Weekend March through May (818) 768-3533




Welcome back to the 28th Annual Wildflower Hotline, brought to you by the Theodore Payne Foundation, a non-profit plant nursery, seed source, book store and education center, dedicated to the preservation of wildflowers and California native plants.
The glory of spring has really kicked into high gear as many deserts, canyons, parks, and natural areas are ablaze of color – so get out there and enjoy the beauty of California wildflowers.

This week we begin at the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument in Palm Desert, where the Randall Henderson and Art Smith Trails are ablaze with beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), Arizona lupine (Lupinus arizonicus), little gold poppy (Eschscholzia minutiflora), chuparosa (Justicia californica), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), desert lavender (Hyptis emoryi), wild heliotrope (Phacelia distans), and apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua).
If you are heading to Palm Springs for the weekend, take a trip along Palm Canyon Dr. where the roadside is radiant with sand verbena (Abronia villosa), Fremont pincushion (Chaenactis fremontii), desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), forget-me-not (Cryptantha sp.), Spanish needle (Palafoxia arida), Arizona Lupine (Lupinus arizonicus), and creosote bush (Larrea tridentata). While in the area check out Tahquitz Canyon, in the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation, off West Mesquite Ave., which is still decorated with desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), pymy golden poppy (Eschscholzia minutiflora), white fiesta flower (Pholistoma membranaceum), California sun cup (Camissonia californica), brown-eyed primrose (Camissonia claviformis), and more. NOTE: This is a 2-mile loop trail that requires some scrambling over rocks.
Just north of I-10, off Varner Road, Edom Hill is a carpet of color with Arizona lupine (Lupinus arizonicus), sand verbena (Abronia villosa), Fremont pincushion (Chaenactis fremontii), and croton (Croton californicus), along with a sprinkling of desert sunflower (Geraea canescens) and dyebush (Psorothamnus emoryi).

The Overlook Trail, about 4 miles north of the south end of Whitewater Road, in Whitewater Canyon is a marvelous hike where hillsides are replete with goldfields (Lasthenia gracilis), baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), miniature lupine (Lupinus bicolor), chaparral gilia (Gilia angelensis), Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), and blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum).

At the southern end of the Joshua Tree National Park, in the Cottonwood area, the high desert is really starting to come alive! North of Bajada, look for sundrops (Camissonia brevipes), purple mat (Nama demissum), fagonia (Fagonia laevis), beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), whispering bells (Emmenanthe penduliflora), and wild heliotrope (Phacelia distans). Cottonwood Road is lined with desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), interspersed with chia (Salvia columbariae) and a few Mojave lupine (Lupinus sparsiflorus), and exploring the Cottonwood Wash rewards with sightings of wishbone bush (Mirabilis bigelovii), Mojave yucca (Yucca schidigera), and desert alyssum (Lepidium fremontii).
Off historic Route 66, the Amboy Crater Natural National Landmark is starting to show signs of color as sand verbena (Abronia villosa), desert lily (Hesperocallis undulata), and desert sunflower (Geraea canescens) are beginning to bloom. 

Heading back to San Diego County, the Salton Sea State Recreation Area is showing a great display of brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), popcorn flower (Cryptantha sp.), brown-eyed primrose (Camissonia claviformis), Fremont pincushion (Chaenactis fremontii), cheesebush (Hymenoclea salsola), smoketree (Psorothamnus spinosus), and desert lupine (Lupinus sp.). Up towards sea level discover patches of sand verbena (Abronia villosa) and chia (Salvia columbariae), along with flowering palo verde (Cercidium floridum).

Of course the bloom just keeps blazing on at the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, where Henderson Canyon, Coyote Canyon, Borrego Palm Canyon, Henderson Canyon Road, and Borrego Valley Road offer splendid sightings of a myriad of blooms including desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), lupine (Lupinus spp.), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), sand verbena (Abronia villosa), desert sunflower (Geraea canescens), Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), purple mat (Nama demissum), dune primrose (Oenothera deltoides), and popcorn flower (Cryptantha sp.). A trip to Hawk Canyon and The Slot reveals desert lily (Hesperocallis undulata, pictured), notch-leaf phacelia (Phacelia crenulata var. ambigua), desert portulaca (Portulaca halimoides), and desert sunflower (Geraea canescens). For a less crowded hike explore Hellhole Canyon which is decorated with brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), Mojave Desert star (Monoptilon bellioides), brown-eyed primrose (Camissonia claviformis), fagonia (Fagonia laevis), whispering bells (Emmenanthe penduliflora), Wallace’s woolly daisy (Eriophyllum wallacei, pictured), and more. To best explore this breathtaking desert location bring your 4-Wheel Drive, high clearance vehicle.
Off HWY 79 wildflowers are starting to appear at the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park. The meadows near Lake Cuyamaca and along S-1 are coming alive with common blennosperma (Blennosperma nanum) and Johnny jump-up (Viola pedunculata), and throughout the park various species of manzanita (Arctostaphylos spp.) are filled with blooms. For a special treat, take a trip to the Lone Pine Campground to view the rare southwestern bitterroot (Lewisia brachycalyx). This delicate Lewisia can be seen between the last two campsite driveways, but please be very careful with these precious blooms as the staff here have gone to great lengths to protect them.
Along the San Diego coast line, the Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve offers a lovely hike along the Guy Fleming Trail, which is adorned with common phacelia (Phacelia distans), popcorn flower (Cryptantha sp.), ground pink (Linanthus dianthiflorus), wishbone bush (Mirabilis laevis var.crassifolia), woolly Indian paintbrush (Castilleja foliolosa), and California poppy (Eschscholzia californica). Also throughout the Reserve enjoy bladderpod (Isomeris arborea), bush sunflower (Encelia californica), bushrue (Cneoridium dumosum), and many more.
For a pleasant afternoon take a trip to the Environmental Nature Center in Newport Beach, where a jaunt through the desert community is dappled with prickly pear (Opuntia littoralis) and beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris, pictured), pink fairyduster (Calliandra eriophylla), brittlebush (Encelia farinosa), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica),  chuparosa (Justicia californica), and apricot mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua).

In Murrieta, the many trails of the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve are brimming over with color. A walk along the Vernal Pool Trail to Ranch Road delights with an abundance of ground pink (Linanthus dianthiflorus), shooting stars (Dodecatheon clevelandii ssp. clevelandii), yellow carpet (Blennosperma nanum var. nanum), and chocolate lily (Fritillaria biflora var. biflora). Meandering along Waterline Road to Monument Hill Road and Fault Line Road enchants with blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys nothofulvus), Pomona locoweed (Astragalus pomonensis), red maids (Calandrinia ciliata), and more shooting stars (Dodecatheon clevelandii ssp. clevelandii). For an especially brilliant show of California poppy (Eschscholzia californica) and bush lupine (Lupinus excubitus var. hallii), take Punta Mesa Trail from the Fault Line and Monument Hill Roads intersection. 
Off HWY 74 in Hemet, the Wildflower Trail at Diamond Valley Lake is radiant with carpets of goldfields (Lasthenia californica, pictured) and valley popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys canescens), and sprinkled throughout the hillsides enjoy wishbone bush (Mirabilis californica), fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii), Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria), chia (Salvia columbariae), baby blue-eyes (Nemophila menziesii, pictured), arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus), red maids (Calandrinia ciliata), and more.
In Claremont, the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden is absolutely exploding with color! A journey to this brilliant garden reveals California lilac (Ceanothus spp. & cultivars), western redbud (Cercis occidentalis), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), and woolly blue curls (Trichostema spp. & cultivars), while the Garden Mesa and East Alluvial Gardens are showcasing blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), coral bells (Heuchera spp. & cultivars), and Iris (Iris spp. & cultivars), to name a few.
If you’ve ever been curious to see blooming poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum), take a trip to the Eaton Canyon Natural Area in Pasadena, but don’t worry other flowering delights await you at this location which aren’t quite so hazardous. 

The warm weather has brought many flowers to bloom at the Descanso Garden's native section. Take a trip to this garden in La Cañada Flintridge to find fields of baby blue eyes (Nemophila menziesii), five spot (Nemophila maculata) and California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), while under flowering western redbud (Cercis occidentalis) and ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.) bushes look for California bluebells (Phacelia campanularia) intermingled with goldfields (Lasthenia glabrata).
For a nice drive in the Angeles National Forest take Foothill Blvd. to Little Tujunga Canyon Road/Sand Canyon Road, continue onto Placerita Canyon Road and complete the loop using the Sierra HWY back to I-210. This drive is starting to show some nice color with lupine (Lupinus sp.), morning glory (Calystegia sp.), phacelia (Phacelia sp.), popcorn flower (Cryptantha sp. and/or Plagiobothrys sp.), yerba santa (Eriodictyon sp.), and a few scarlet bugler (Penstemon centrathifolius). 
The Placerita Canyon Natural Area continues to show new flowers with yerba santa (Eriodictyon crassifolium), wild pea (Lathyrus vestitus), and basket bush (Rhus trilobata) blooming throughout the area. For a special treat walk along the Ecology Trail to find two specimens of California ash (Fraxinus dipetala) in glorious bloom.

In the heart of the City of Los Angeles, Griffith Park is showcasing a spectacular show of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) and lupines (Lupinus sp.) at the old Toyon Canyon Landfill, which is visible from HWY 134 and Griffith Park Drive. Also in the northern part of the park, Zoo Drive, in front of the L.A. Zoo is bursting with color from California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), western redbud (Cercis occidentalis), and Chinese houses (Collinsia heterophylla, pictured) or for a wall of lupines (Lupinus sp.), park in the Zoo lot near the membership window. If you’re in the mood for a hike, take the Mount Hollywood Trail toward Dante’s View for hillsides aglow with bush sunflower (Encelia californica), wishbone bush (Mirabilis californica), Canterbury bells (Phacelia minor), and caterpillar phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria). 
Franklin Canyon, south of Mulholland Dr. in Beverly Hills offers nice hikes decorated with bush sunflower (Encelia californica), purple nightshade (Solanum sp.), California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), fushia flowered gooseberry (Ribes speciosum), big-pod ceanothus (Ceanothus megacarpus), meadow rue (Thalictrum fendleri), Parry’s phacelia (Phacelia parryi), lemonadeberry (Rhus integrifolia), and more.
In Malibu, the Charmlee Wilderness Park is a hidden gem decorated with blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), deerweed (Lotus scoparius), and purple nightshade (Solanum xanti), throughout the park. A trip along the Botany Trail rewards with hummingbird sage (Salvia spathacea), while the meadow is aglow with bush lupine (Lupinus longifolius), fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii var. intermedia), blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum), and greenbark ceanothus (Ceanothus spinosus). For sightings of stinging lupine (Lupinus hirsutissimus), common phacelia (Phacelia distans), and Parry’s phacelia (Phacelia parryi) head south of the water tank.
Out to sea we go to visit Catalina Island where Island shooting stars (Dodecatheon clevelandii) are stealing the show. These delicate pink beauties can be seen along Airport Road, Blackjack Road, Trans Catalina Trail and the Airport Loop Trail. Along Summit Road an abundance of silver bush lupine (Lupinus albifrons) is painting the roadsides a purple-blue. Also along Airport Road, arroyo lupines (Lupinus succulentus) are present and mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae) is just starting to bloom. To start your adventure here, remember that hiking permits are required, but are free and available the day of your hike.
The Gorman Hills along I-5 are starting to show yellow patches of California coreopsis (Coreopsis californica) but the show-stopper is still at the bottom of the Grapevine where a sea lupine (Lupinus sp.) line both sides of the I-5.
Thirty minutes north of Los Olivos, off HWY 154, the wildflower show at infamous Figueroa Mountain of the Los Padres National Forest just keeps getting better and better. Starting at the bottom of the hill, at the first cattle guard, look for popcorn flowers (Cryptantha sp.), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), buttercups (Ranunculus sp.), purple fiesta flower (Pholistoma sp.), sky lupine (Lupinus nanus), Indian paintbrush (Casttilleja sp.), and shooting stars (Dodecatheon sp.). As you drive up the mountain the diversity and splendor is absolutely amazing. As you approach Grass Mountain, enjoy blankets of California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) and lupines (Lupinus sp.) and continuing down the hill along Happy Canyon Road behold purple night shade (Solanum sp.), phacelia (Phacelia sp.), wild pea (Lathyrus sp.), purple sage (Salvia leucophylla) and much, much more.
The spectrum of color continues to develop at the Carrizo Plain National Monument where fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.) is pervasive and extensive carpets of goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), phacelia (Phacelia sp.), and hillside daises (Monolopia lanceolata) are in abundance. Along Selby Camp Road and the southeastern end of the Temblor Range look for blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), bush lupine (Lupinus sp.), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), owl’s clover (Castilleja sp.), and chia (Salvia columbariae). If you approach Carrizo from the north, enjoy splendid patches of color along HWY 58 between Soda Lake Road and Shell Creek. The California Valley, south of HWY 58 and off Soda Lake Road, is radiant with baby blue-eyes (Nemophila menziesii), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), and phacelia (Phacelia sp.), and for a carpet of tidy tips (Layia sp.) check out the community center here or drive along Simmler Road. Along the southern boundary of Carrizo (pictured), HWY 166 is also displaying hillsides brilliant with yellow wildflowers. 
Off HWY 166, about 40 miles east of Santa Maria, Cottonwood Canyon Road is home to meadows filled with cupped monolopia (Monolopia major), goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), lupine (Lupinus sp.), phacelia (Phacelia sp.), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), and fiddlenecks (Amsinckia sp.), but please be respectful as much of this area is private property.
For an expansive peak bloom, take HWY 198 east through Three Rivers and into the Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks, to behold breathtaking views of fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii), popcorn flower (Cryptantha spp.), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), silver bush lupine (Lupinus albifrons), western redbud (Cercis occidentalis), and Bentham’s lupine (Lupinus benthamii) decorating the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains.
Off HWY 180, popcorn flower (Cryptantha spp.) and fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.) are in full bloom around the Squaw Valley area and at lower elevations toward the foothills look for California poppies (Eschscholzia californica) and lupines (Lupinus spp.).
Along HWY 395 west of Lone Pine, venture along Movie Flat Road in Alabama Hills to discover a spectacular bloom of evening snow (Linanthus dichotomus, NOTE: these flowers open at dusk), scarlet locoweed (Astragalus coccineus), yellow peppergrass (Lepidium flavum), white tidy tips (Layia glandulosa), and sand blossoms (Linanthus parryae). Driving along HWY 395, between Olancha and Lone Pine enjoy swaths of desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata), Bigelow’s coreopsis (Coreopsis bigelovii), and sticky yellowthroats (Phacelia bicolor).
West of Diablo Range in San Benito County, the Pinnacles National Monument is absolutely bursting with wildflowers. Near the east park entrance and along Bench Trail, silver bush lupine (Lupinus albifrons var. albifrons, pictured) is quite spectacular, while the west park entrance showcasing chick lupine (Lupinus microcarpus var. microcarpus). Along the High Peaks Trail and Balconies Trail profuse displays of white fiesta flower (Pholistoma membranaceum), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), Indian warrior (Pedicularis densiflora), blue witch (Solanum umbelliferum), goldfields (Lasthenia californica), fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii var. intermedia), popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys nothofulvus), and milkmaids (Cardamine californica var. californica) can be seen. Also making an appearance along these trails are western wallflower (Erysimum capitatum var. capitatum), blue fiesta flower (Pholistoma auritum var. auritum), California buttercup (Ranunculus californicus), Fremont’s star lily (Zigadenus fremontii), and California saxifrage (Saxifraga californica), to name a few.
For our most northern spot we visit Pacheco State Park in Merced County where HWY 152 or Pacheco Pass is starting to show goldfields (Lasthenia sp.), blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum), California poppies (Eschscholzia californica), and fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.).
Enjoy your wildflower adventures wherever you go but remember to drive safely, stay on the trails, and take photos but not flowers! 
That’s it for this week. Look for our next report on Friday, April 2nd. 
If you would like to be a wildflower reporter send your information about wildflower blooms and their location to flowerhotline@theodorepayne.org by Wednesday of each week when blooms of note occur.
NATIVE PLANT & WILDFLOWER EVENTS:

Theodore Payne Foundation

· Annual Poppy Day on Saturday, March 27th from 8:30am – 4:30pm featuring a native plant sale, exhibits, and vendors, including Judy Howard, a gourd artist, Susan Wells, a painted silk artist, Leslie Jones, of "Silver Sparkle" jewelry, Jack Fenn, of "Worth Having" woodcrafts and jewelry, Soap Kitchen, and Ruff Ruff Bakery. TPF members receive a 15% discount on plant purchases one-gallon-and-up and the general public receives a 10% discount. 

· 7th Annual Native Plant Garden Tour, Saturday & Sunday, April 10 & 11 from 10:00am – 4:00pm. For tickets (Cost $20 for two days) and more information on this self-guided journey through 50 (in honor of the Foundation’s 50th Anniversary) gardens from Long Beach to Monrovia, visit our webpage. NOTE: Gardens on the Westside, from Brentwood to Long Beach, will be open for viewing on Saturday, April 10; and gardens in the San Fernando and San Gabriel valleys will be open for viewing on Sunday, April 11. And two gardens in Beverly Hills and Tujunga will be open for viewing both days.
Alabama Hills – Bishop Field Office
· Alabama Arches Tour on Saturday, April 10th at 10:00am. Due to popular demand, Dave Kirk, BLM's Alabama Hills Steward, will be leading another Arches Interpretive Hike. Meet Dave at the corner of Whitney Portal Rd. and Movie Rd. at 10am. This is a moderate hike, so dress comfortably and bring water & sun screen. Learn about the geology that formed these magnificent arches. If you have any further questions about the hike, contact Dave at 760-920-1412.

Circle X Ranch – Mishe Mokwa Trailhead
· On Saturday, March 27th at 10:00am enjoy some Mountain Top Views. Join a ranger for a 6-mile hike on the Mishe Mokwa loop trail. Enjoy pristine canyons and native plants while hiking to the highest point in the Santa Monica Mountains. Bring lunch and water. Duration: 5hrs.
Environmental Nature Center
· Wildflower Walk on Thursday, April 1st starting at 1:00pm. Join Environmental Nature Center Grounds Coordinator Mike Swingholm for a walk through the Center in search of flowering native plants. Call 949-645-8489 to RSVP.
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center
· Annual Coreopsis Hill Walk on Saturday, March 27th from 9:30am – 1:00pm. This hike along Coreopsis Hill is led by Lauren Brown, Dirk Walters, and other local botanists. If you are in the SLO area or points north, we will meet at 8:30am at the SLO Vets Hall then head south. Otherwise meet at the Oso Flaco Lake parking area. The hike will begin about 9:30am and will be a casual walk through the dunes to the top of Coreopsis Hill. This is a moderate hike, about 3 hours round-trip. Dress in layers, bring water and snacks, and have your “Dune Mother’s Wildflower Guide” by Dr. Malcolm McLeod for the trip. For more information call the Dunes Center at 805.343.2455 Heavy rain cancels this trip (light rain, bring appropriate clothing).
Joshua Tree National Park
· Cottonwood Spring Hike on Fridays (April 2 & 9), Saturdays (April 3 & 10), and Sundays (March 28 & April 4) at 2:00pm. Wear sturdy boots, bring water and meet at the Cottonwood Spring parking area. Duration: 1 hour, length: 1½ miles. Ranger Programs are free; no reservations required.
· Bajada Flower Walk on Fridays (April 2 & 9), Saturdays (April 3 & 10), and Sundays (March 28 & April 4) at 11:00am. Meet at the Bajada Nature Trail, located south of Cottonwood Visitor Center. Duration: 1 hour, length ¼ mile on a flat, paved trail. Ranger Programs are free; no reservations required.
Pacheco State Park
· 7th Wildflower Day on Saturday, March 27th from 9:30am – 1:30pm. As a part of the day’s events a Wildflower Hike will begin at 10:00am. NOTE: These tours are for a limited number of people and sign-ups are on a first-come-first-served basis the day of the event. The only fee for this event is the $5 state park day use fee per car. Pacheco State Park is at the top of historic Pacheco Pass. Take the Dinosaur Point Road Exit off of Highway 152, 25 miles west of Los Banos and 23 miles east of Gilroy, and follow the signs.  The park is at 38787 Dinosaur Point Road, Hollister. For more information click here.
· Spring Wildflower Hikes every Saturday and Sunday* in April (*except Easter, Sunday, April 4th) from 10:00am to noon. Join naturalist Jennifer Morgan to view this year’s lovely wildflower display overlooking San Luis Reservoir. We’ll discuss the Native American and pioneer uses of plants and rich history of Pacheco Pass. The hike is about 2 miles long and is classed as moderate. No advance reservations needed for groups under 10 people. (10 or more—please call ahead.) Be sure to bring: waterproof hiking footwear, layered clothing and hat, sunscreen, and water. Optional:  rain gear, binoculars, camera, and field guides. There is no drinking water at Pacheco SP. NOTE: the only cost is the Park Day Use Fee of $5 per car. For more information, call (209) 826-1197 or (209) 826-6283.
Pine Hill Preserve
· The Bureau of Land Management’s Mother Lode Field Office has scheduled five springtime guided field trips to view wildflowers and other features at the Pine Hill Preserve in western El Dorado County.

These guided field trips will be held on:

Sat., April 24 (Cameron Park)         
Sat., May 15 (Pine Hill)                       
Sat., May 22 (Cameron Park)               
Sat., June 6 (Salmon Falls)              

All field trips start at 9:00am. Fieldtrip participants will meet at a designated area and carpool to the site. Participants should bring a lunch or snacks, water, sturdy shoes, hats, sunscreen and insect repellant. All trips are limited to 25 participants. Participants must pre-register with the Pine Hill Preserve. For more information, please contact the BLM’s Mother Lode Field Office, 5152 Hillsdale Circle, El Dorado Hills, Calif. 95762, or call (916) 941-3101 or (916) 941-3134. For reservations, contact Hinshaw at graciela_hinshaw@ca.blm.gov.

Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden
· Annual Wildflower Show on Saturday, April 3rd from 10:00am – 4:00pm. Experience the height of wildflower season at the Garden with this special exhibition of wildflowers presented in a spectacular indoor display. View hundreds of flowers artistically arranged all in one location.

Wildlands Conservancy’s: Whitewater Preserve
· Ranger Led Hike on Sunday, April 11th at 9:00am. Enjoy the beautiful spring colors on this moderate 3 mile hike up Canyon View Loop Trail. Bring Water and hiking shoes. Please call 760-325-7222 for more information. 

California Native Plant Society- Chapters__________________________________

CNPS-San Diego Chapter  

· Field trips include:
· Sat., March 27: Peñasquitos Canyon (10:00am – noon). Walk led by Frank Landis and Michael Murphy. Meet at the western parking lot past the ball fields, next to the official bulletin board at the canyon preserve along Black Mountain Road (Thomas Guide 1189 D7). Wear sturdy shoes and bring water and sunscreen. 

CNPS-Orange County Chapter
· Field trips and walks include: 
· Sat., March 27: Ronald W. Caspers Wilderness Park (9:00am). Meet at the entry parking area (33401 Ortega Hwy) and then caravan to trailhead parking. Duration: 2+ hours. Hike will be about a mile and is mostly level. Fee is $5 day-use per vehicle if you don’t have a current OCParks pass.
· Sat., April 10: Irvine Ranch Conservancy Auto Tour - Wildflowers and Arthropods of Orange County (8:30am). Coastal southern California is home to an extremely rich array of plant species. It hosts an even greater array of insects and arachnids that provide food, promote nutrient cycling, and pollinate the plants that we see. Come join us for a botanical and entomological tour of the Irvine Ranch Wildlands through the foothills of the Santa Ana Mountains, where we will hunt for our plant and arthropod friends. We will be traveling by touring truck and hiking on foot to get both an overview and a detailed look at plants and some invertebrates. The habitats covered will be oak woodland, coastal sage scrub, chaparral, and needlegrass grassland. IRC Senior Field Ecologist Jutta Burger will review key plants and some arthropods in each and showcase major wildflower species that are out this spring. Duration: 5+ hours. Note: Participants limited to 20 people so pre-registration is mandatory. E-mail Rich Schilk birdguy@naturalista.net to reserve your spot and get additional information.
CNPS-Los Angeles/Santa Monica Chapter
· Field trips and events include:  
· Sun., March 28 and Sun., April 25: Malibu Bluffs Park: Bluffs Ramble to the Sea (10:00am) Duration: 2 hours. For more information call 818-782-9346.
· Sat., April 3 and Sun., April 4: Wildflower Show from 10:00am – 4:00pm. Enjoy wildflower displays, native plants for sale, as well as books, posters, and more. Wildflower walks will also be held at 1:00pm daily. This event is located at the Malibu Bluffs Park on the Pacific Coast Highway at Malibu Canyon Road (free admission and parking). For more information call 310-317-1364.

· Sat., April 17: Chaparral Chatter Hike at Caballero Canyon starting at 8:30am. Bring hat, water, and snacks (boots are recommended). Duration: 3 hours. For more information and to RSVP call 818-782-9346.
CNPS-San Gabriel Mountain Chapter
· Field trips include: 

· Eaton Canyon Plant Walks: Meet in front of Eaton Canyon Nature Center at 9:00am. Then go on a leisurely walk, about 2 hours, through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the nearby wild areas. 
Sun., April 11, leader Rick Fisher

Sun., May 9, leaders Gabi and Cliff McLean
· Sat., April 24: Desert Pines Wildlife Sanctuary Tour (meet at 9:00am). at the Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve, from where we will convoy to Desert Pines under Mickey Long's direction. This location is one of the best of the Los Angeles County Wildlife and Wildflower Sanctuaries and the least known, Desert Pines Wildlife Sanctuary, at the north edge of the Liebre Mountains.
· Sat., May 8: Fire Recovery Hike in the San Gabriel Mountains. Hike led by Cliff and Gabi McLean and sponsored by the Sierra Club Natural Science Section. Visit an area of the San Gabriel Mountains that was burned in the Station Fire of September, 2009. We will look at resprouting of shrubs and trees, see what fire-following wildflowers show up, and look for the return of wildlife.  This is a slow-paced nature hike with naturalists. Bring hand lens, field guides, binoculars and/or camera. Meet at 9:00am at the Sierra Club's La Cañada rideshare meeting point along the Angeles Crest Highway (Route 2), just north of the 210 Freeway. From there, we will drive a short distance to the trail head.
CNPS-San Luis Obispo Chapter
· Field trips include: 
· Sat., April 3: Annual Malcolm McLeod Memorial Field Trip Meeting to Shell Creek led by Dirk Walters and David Chipping. Meet at the SLO Vets Hall (801 Grand Ave) at 8:30am and Santa Margarita Park and Ride, on the south side of Hwy 58, just east of Hwy 101, at 9:00am. Our first stop will be at the Santa Margarita Park to use the bathrooms, there will be no other bathrooms available after that point. We will then drive east on Hwy 58, about 18.5 miles, and make a left hand turn on to Shell Creek Road. Park there and the group will meet somewhere near the windmill. We will walk along both sides of Shell Creek Road looking at wildflowers. We will also visit spots with shell fossils, which give this area its name. We will meet as a group for lunch somewhere along Shell Creek Road. This will end the morning part of the trip. In the afternoon some people may wish to explore other spots in the area, while others may want to return to town. Consider the afternoon options when making travel arrangements. Bring water, lunch, dress in layers and don’t forget your Wildflowers of Highway 58 plant guide by Dr. Malcolm McLeod or plan to purchase one on the trip. For more information call Dirk Walters at 543-7051 or Mardi Niles at 489-9274.
CNPS-Bristlecone Chapter
· Field trips and events include: 
· Fri., April 9 – Sun., April 11: Maturanso Museum Wildflower Show (100 E. Las Flores, Ridgecrest, 760-375-6900). Come see what wildflower treasures have been uncovered within a 50-mile radius of Ridgecrest. Volunteer teams with BLM permits will search for flora on the east-facing slopes & in the canyons of the Sierra Nevada, in the Coso and El Paso Mountains, as well as the Indian Wells Valley itself. 
· Sat., April 24 – Sun., April 25: Eureka Valley. Leader: Michèle Slaton. Come spend 1 or 2 days in the south end of Eureka Valley in Death Valley National Park. Meet Sat. 8:00am at the Big Pine Campground, at the intersection of Hwy 395 and 168. We will hike up the road and side canyons of Dedeckera Canyon on Sat., and car camp near the dunes that night. On Sunday, we will either explore the sand dunes or another Last Chance canyon north of Dedeckera. Expect to see many rare plants. Bring all your camping necessities and typical hiking gear. Expect to walk about 6 miles each day. There is no water available in Eureka Valley. 4WD required for some group members, but not all… Please RSVP so that we can inform the Park of our group size, and to help arrange vehicles and timing for those who can come just one day. Contact Michèle with any questions at mslaton@schat.com or 760-938-3258.






























